RE 301 Jesus, God and Man
Summer Term II Chuuk: June 17- Aug. 9
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:

808-256-8859
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
(Use internal mail in Canvas for all course related communications)

COURSE TEXTBOOKS:
Understanding Jesus: Christology from Emmaus to Today by Christopher McMahon, Anselm Academic, 2013
ISBN: 978-1-59982-426-0
Bible – to use in class (use from the center)
DESCRIPTION AND LEARNNG OUTCOMES:
You will be doing work online and in class.

Description: Students will explore the Jesus of History & the Christ of Faith with consideration given to the varied perspectives of the church’s living-faith tradition. Students will study contemporary controversies that pertain to the meaning, person and story of Jesus of Nazareth. Special attention will be given to understanding the applicability of Jesus’ message and spirit for our global human predicament. Offered annually. 

This class helps you to better understand Jesus in his time and why Jesus is important for Christians. It will involve learning some of the history about how Christians have come to understand Jesus from the beginning to today’s time.
Prerequisite: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
 
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
· 1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions 

· 2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions 

· 4. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace 

· 5. The role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values. 

At the end of this course, students should be able to
· Describe who Jesus was during his lifetime;
· His Jewish background

· His Jewish practices
· The different portraits of Jesus in the Bible
· Explain why Jesus is important for Christianity;
· The meaning of salvation and redemption

· The meaning of the resurrection
· The development of the creeds
· Connect Jesus’s message about the Kingdom of God to action in the world today;
· Jesus and the prophets before him

· Why Christians help others
· Compare Jesus’s life and message to what other religions believe;
· The similar understanding of compassion and morality among all religions.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be graded based on: 
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research;
· ability to apply concepts such as salvation to films and other situations;
· understanding who Jesus is and why Jesus is important.
ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”   

· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.
Explicit outcome from these Marianist characteristics

organizational themes:

1. Faith is more than believing in religion, God, or Ultimate. It involves developing relationships beyond oneself, with God (if religious), and other people. All of us are people of faith, even if that faith means that we think others will stop at a red light.

2. Integral quality education challenges students to look beyond the obvious and dig deeper in understanding. It requires students to read, question, evaluate and to respect the research of others. We may not agree always with each other’s conclusions based on research, but we must acknowledge and try to understand differences.

3. Family spirit means that we work together toward building up each other’s capacity to learn and to think critically. It involves respect and listening (even if we are listening with our eyes).

4. Service, justice and peace are at the heart of taking that learning and applying it to improve lives of others, ourselves and the environment. Marianist education for service, justice and peace is consistent with Catholic teachings on social justice as well as the call for all Christians to help build a better world.

5. We should be aware that nothing remains the same for long. As human beings, we are constantly changing as is our society and environment. We need to be aware of the changes in the world, adapt ourselves to them and challenge those changes when they are contrary to the good of humanity and environment.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

This course is organized into weekly themes. Students should plan to spend a minimum of 5 hours in class and online per week online, plus reading time for your text outside the class period. Your onsite teaching assistant will guide you about what needs to be finished each week.

· Attendance as required at CCPI
· Teaching assistant (TA) will take roll each time class meets.
· If TA is not present, instructor will check CANVAS for your attendance that day. It tells the instructor what day you went online and what you looked at.
· Textbook reading

· There will be an assignments board for you to write your questions if you don’t understand the reading. Sometimes this board will be required.
· You are to post one question or comment per chapter. 
· It can be a group question. All the names of each person should be listed if it is a group question.

· Group activities as assigned by instructor

· TA will give your group its assignment.

· The group gives the completed assignment to the TA to scan and send to instructor… or
· Sometimes, the group will post the completed assignment on CANVAS. Only one person per group needs to post the group’s work.
· Individual posting on discussion boards or assignment boards. 

· Your answer to the question.
· If the instructor asks you a question about what you wrote in your post, you are to answer the question in reply.

· Essay assignment

· The essay will be based on the films you see. You will not need to do an essay for all the films. You will need to choose which film essay you want to do.

· Papers should be no less than 2 pages, are double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. 
· Quizzes

· Most of these will be to see if you understand the words used.

GRADES:

Some assignments given either in class or on CANVAS will have points assigned.
You will receive points for attendance, individual and group assignments. At the end of the semester, the total number of points will be added. Your grade will be based on the percentage of points you have earned throughout the term. 

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
90-100 percent of possible points will be an “A.” 80-89 percent of possible points will be a “B.” 70-79 percent of possible points will be a “C.”

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS           

	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments – subject to revision

	Week 1
June 17

	Search for the Historical Jesus
	Chapter one – Contemporary Christology and the Historical Jesus


	Week 2
June 24


	Who is Jesus
	Chapter two – A Tentative Historical Portrait of Jesus


	Week 3
July 1
July 4 Holiday
	Jesus and the Resurrection
	Chapter three – The Resurrection


	Week 4
July 8

	Portraits of Jesus
	Chapter four – New Testament Christologies


	Week 5
July 15

	Jesus – God and Man
	Chapter five – The Development of Classical Christology


	Week 6
July 22

	How Does Jesus save?
	Chapter six – The Work of Christ


	Week 7
July 29

	Building the Kingdom of God
	Chapter seven – Christology and Social Transformation

	Week 8
Aug. 5

	Is Jesus unique?
	Chapter eight – Jesus and other religions
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