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EN 101, Expository Writing

Summer Term, July 8 – Sept. 17, 2019
Chaminade Section: 

EN-101-90-2
Syllabus

Christine Hansen, Ph.D.
e-mail: christine.hansen@chaminade.edu

(emergency outside e-mail: hansenc003@gmail.com) Note: All mail should go through the Chaminade address except in case of an emergency
Cell: (808) 226-6219
Please feel free to join me at any time on my social media pages.  I accept all student invitations.

Facebook at christine.hansen.71697

Twitter @StarryChristi

or Google+ at hansenc003.  I accept all student invitations.  You can also chat with me in realtime on Gmail or Skype me at Starry.Christine
LMS: (Canvas) at http://www.canvaslms.com
Chaminade Help Desk: (808) 735-4855

Course Description

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. The course emphasizes the basics of organization and clear expression and use of Standard Edited American English.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following writing and critical thinking competencies: 

Upon completion of the course, successful students will be able to do the following:

1.
To make a topic choice with confidence and efficiency and to use prewriting strategies which help students avoid indecisiveness and writer’s block.

2.
To limit and narrow a general topic into a workable and limited specific topic.

3.
To write a persuasive thesis statement that is the central focus of the paper.

4.
To choose and apply a variety of rhetorical writing styles appropriate to the subject and purpose of the paper.

5.
To organize ideas into a logical sequence that becomes the organization and outline of the paper.

6.
To use transitions within and between paragraphs which maintain a smooth flow of ideas.

7.
To organize paragraphs around topic sentences and develop them fully and logically.

8.
To use correct grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics and sentence structure.

9.
To apply editing, revision and proofreading techniques to both rough drafts and to the final copy.

10.
To realize that writing is a clear process from initial topic choice to a polished final copy.

11.
To appreciate that high-quality, persuasive writing demonstrates the immense power of language to communicate “an emotion, a visual image, a complex idea, or a simple truth.” (Amy Tan)

Instructor Bio
Dr. Christine Hansen is an award-winning writer, with experience in technical writing, journalism, and poetry.  To the best of her knowledge, she wrote the very first newspaper article that ever appeared on Luis and Walter Alvarez' 'asteroid impact' theory of dinosaur extinction.  She received the Norman Meller Award a few years ago from the University of Hawaii, and is a recipient of a California statewide JACC award.  A former member of MENSA, Dr. Hansen worked on a two-year National Science Foundation project to create a machine-human system for historical linguistics, and has appeared on several television interview programs as a subject-matter expert.
Dr. Hansen holds a Ph.D. in political science, an M.A. in English, an M.A. in linguistics, a Master of Aeronautical Science with an Emphasis in Space Studies, a B.A. in philosophy, and an A.A. in journalism.
She practices meditation and has a strong Christian faith.
Diversity

Chaminade's "Core Beliefs Statement" says, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that reflect and examine the diversity of our literary, cultural and environmental heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background.

Required Texts

None.  All materials are available online.

Use of Chaminade e-mail
Students are required to have a working Chaminade e-mail and to check it regularly.  It is a university-wide requirement that all course correspondence be done either in the Chaminade e-mail or the course e-mail.   If you do not know how to use your Chaminade e-mail, contact the Chaminade Help Desk: 735-4855
Requirements (total 1,000 points)
    * Participation, including online discussions: 7 weeks @ 10 points each = 70 points

    * Research papers: 3 @ 250 points each = 750 points

    * Peer review participation and timely posting of drafts @ 60 points each = 180 points

Grading Scale

    * ‘A’: Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

    * ‘B’: Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

    * ‘C’: Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

    * ‘D’: Inferior work, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

    * ‘F’: Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

    * A passing grade for this course is a ‘C.’

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student during the term.

Work written for other courses is unacceptable in this one. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course. I do not attempt to determine the intention of a plagiarizing student. Plagiarism is defined by the act, not the intention.
The Chaminade General Catalog states the following with regard to plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may

include, but is not limited to, the following:

    1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper

    acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid

    charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

    2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

    3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam,

    research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by

    another individual.

In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. In this course, maintaining a research journal is critical in this regard. Additionally, students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of research papers, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.

With regard to the use of tutors, editors, proofreaders, writing coaches, writing groups and other writers' support interfaces, the following policy applies. The use of writing tutors provided through Chaminade University is particularly encouraged; however, the instructor requires that prior notice be given and a full account the tutorial sessions be provided via email to the instructor, including the name and contact information for the tutor, the date, time and duration of the session and a brief summary of the results of the session. Use of non-Chaminade tutoring, editorial, or proofreading services is prohibited unless given prior approval from the instructor. Because this is a writing course designed to nurture, assess and certify the skill level of the individual student, all work submitted must be the original composition of the registered student.
Course Overview

All due dates are Sunday by 11:59 p.m. of the relevant week, except for the final week of the term, which is slightly longer (see dates below), and except for the drafts in the peer review forums.  Drafts in the peer review forums are due on Friday, because the peer reviews on those drafts are due on Sunday.  
COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 -- The "architecture" of a research paper: (July 8 - July 14)
· Objectives for this unit of the course

· Become familiar with the online learning environment

· Log into Canvas, go to Modules, and read and complete Module One

· Begin to develop a thesis for Essay #1 and to narrow down your topic
· Review ideas about topic, thesis, paragraph structure, hooks, forecasting statements, conclusions, etc.
· Read a sample comparison-contrast research paper
· Post a personal introduction in the Introductions forum of the Discussion Board

· Post a primary post and two reply posts for Discussion One

· Online Discussion and replies
· Begin planning research paper #1
Week 2 – Drafting Essay #1: (July 15 - July 21)
· Objectives for this unit

· Develop a suitable thesis, hook, and forecasting statement
· Correctly utilize the introduction/body/conclusion structure
· Use correct MLA formatting for the paper
· Gain experience using a university library

· Read and complete Module Two

· Online Discussions and replies 
· Finish a complete draft of Essay #1

Week 3 – Peer Review: (July 22 – July 28)
· Objectives for this unit

· Obtain feedback on your draft essay
· Read and analyze other drafts and provide feedback in the peer review forum
· Read and complete Module Three

· Post your draft essay in the Peer Review Forum by Friday
· Perform four thorough Peer Reviews on other students’ drafts using the Peer Review Checklist (drafts will be assigned to you) – drafts due Friday; post draft and four peer reviews to the Assignments area. Reviews due on Sunday 
Week 4 – The Revision Process:  (July 29 – Aug. 4)
· Objectives for this unit

· Use peer review comments to revise your draft essay

· Complete a final version of Essay #1 and submit it for grading
· Read and complete Module Four

· Online Discussions and replies
· Hand in final version of Essay One to the Assignments area
Week 5 – Drafting Essay #2: (Aug. 5 – Aug. 11)
· Objectives for this unit

· Begin work on Research paper Two
· Post your chosen topic and your preliminary thesis
· Read and complete Module Five

· Online Discussions and replies

Week 6 – Peer Review #2: (Aug. 12 – Aug. 18)
· Objectives for this unit

· Obtain feedback on your draft essay

· Read and analyze other drafts and provide feedback in the peer review forum

· Read and complete Module Six

· Post your draft essay in the Peer Review Forum by Friday

· Perform four thorough Peer Reviews on other students’ drafts using the Peer Review Checklist (drafts will be assigned to you) – drafts due Friday; post draft and four peer reviews to the Assignments area. Reviews due on Sunday 

Week 7 – Submit the revised version of Essay #2: (Aug. 19 – Aug. 25)
· Objectives

· Use the peer review feedback to revise your draft essay and to create a final version
· Study the material on clear versus opaque language
· Read and complete Module Seven

· Hand in final version of Essay Two to the Assignments area
Weeks 8 – The Art of Persuasion: (Aug. 26 – Sept. 1)
· Objectives

· Understand the art of persuasion, including logos, pathos and ethos
· Be able to create a persuasive thesis

· Create a thesis and an initial draft of Essay #3
· Read and complete Module Eight

· Online Discussions and replies
Monday, Sept. 2 is a holiday (no class)

Week 9 -- Peer Review #3: (Sept. 3 – Sept. 8)
· Objectives

· Use peer review comments to complete final draft of Research paper Two

· Read and analyze other drafts and provide feedback in the peer review forum

· Read and complete Module Nine

· Post your draft essay in the Peer Review Forum by Friday

· Perform four thorough Peer Reviews on other students’ drafts using the Peer Review Checklist (drafts will be assigned to you) – drafts due Friday; post draft and four peer reviews to the Assignments area. Reviews due on Sunday 

Week 10 – Submit the revised version of Essay #3: (Sept. 9 – Sept. 15)
· Objectives

· Use the peer review feedback to revise your draft essay and to create a final version

· Study the material on topic sentences and paragraphing
· Read and complete Module Ten

· Hand in final version of Research paper Three 
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