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RE103-90-1 WORLD RELIGIONS
Summer Day Term: May 20 – June 28, 2019

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.   	Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu   
Phone:  (808) 676-1452  		Office Hours By appointment

COURSE OVERVIEW



Catalog Description: Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  

Prerequisites: None.  This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement

Orientation: The purpose of this class is to assist students in their exploration and understanding of different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.
This study is presented in a way where students will examine the major religious traditions, such as: Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shintoism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam while engaging in a review and comparison of their diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations. The class will critically analyze their application to current sociopolitical problems and their effect on the harmony of the global community.

Methodology: Using an experiential approach, and the online classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition. The class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor. The format integrates lectures, group discussions, student presentations and creative work. Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.They are required to log into class ready to discuss the reading and other assignments. 
 
Required Text:
Robson, Roy.  THINK World Religions 2013. USA: Pearson, 20172013.  ISBN: 978-0-205-93443-0

Course Requirements: 
· Internet connection (DSL, LAN, or cable connection desired)
· Access to Canvas
· Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue. 

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.com

Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library



COURSE OBJECTIVES


Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:
	Marianist Values & Native Hawaiian Values Education
	1. Educate for formation in faith
‘Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a: Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit
	2. Provide an integral quality education
‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole: Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge.
	3. Educate in family spirit
‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono: Knowledge bound in deep family values

	4. Educate for service, justice and peace
‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao: Knowledge of enlightened duty.

	5. Educate for adaptation and change
‘Ike Huli Wānana: Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching

	Short Version
	Kainu’u La’a: Sacred Spiritual Embodiment
	Mana Kina‘ole: Perfected Power
	Pilina Po‘ohala: Embraced Family Virtues
	Kuleana Pono: Righteous Responsibility
	Loli a Ma’a: Adapt to Change

	General Education Learning Outcomes
	1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
	2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.
	.
	
	




	Program Learning Outcomes
	1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions. 
	6. Demonstrate an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.
	6. Employ an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions
	4. Integrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace in their lives.
	
.

	Course Learning Outcomes
	2. Distinguish the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression.
	6. Summarize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions
	
	3. Demonstrate the ability to  assess some of the issues of peace and social justice and religious responses to them as exampled by the 
Marianist values and mission
presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs
	4.  Correlate and contrast their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives with what they are learning.




COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES



Diversity/Full Inclusion: Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to a policy of non‐discrimination and recognizes the obligation to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities to students with disabilities. If a student is in need of accommodation due to a documented disability, it is his/her responsibility to contact the Counseling Center at 735‐4845 or 739‐4603 as soon as possible. A determination will be made if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  

Homework:  This course is organized into 12 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3 hours per session online exploring and examining internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. The main parts of the course delivered on Canvas are:
	*Overview – where you will find summaries of the content for the week; updates and notices
	*Interfaith Reflection Journal – an invitation to take a sacred pause and put yourself in the 
	shoes of other practitioners; opening prayer to class
	*Discussion-Resources & Prompts – where you will find supplementary resources and 	discussion prompters to break open the content studied. Here is where you will also engage 
	with classmates as you post your wisdom
	*Kuleana Pono: Righteous Responsibility (Journal) – a current event or reflection 	provided to stir application of content gained
	*Prayer Corner – a place to post prayer requests

Discussion Forums - 3 Responses/Module:  A substantial portion of the final grade is based on online participation on the Discussion board.  Discussion forum posts must be completed by the dates outlined below.  Points will be deducted for late posts.

Overview of Course Week:  Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday. Each Sunday and Wednesday, announcements and supplementary resources to complete and reinforce the week’s lesson will be posted. Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term. Typically, course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Module 1: Sunday –Wednesday Module 2: Wed.-Sat.
	Weekly course content posted and criteria

	By Wednesday midnight
	First post due.  Students compose and post own in-depth response to the discussion. 

	By Friday midnight
	Second post due.  Students build on class discussion by responding with an affirmation, agreement, request for clarification, or explanation of personal disagreement at least one classmate’s post.

	By Saturday midnight
	Third post due.  Students responding to the questions, comments or observations other students have posted in response to their own contribution to the discussion.

	Due Dates 
	All other assignments, papers, etc. due as specified below. 



Rubric for Quality Online Participation: Quality participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement demonstrated.

	
	Excellent
10-9 points
	Good
8-7 points
	Acceptable
6-5 points
	Incomplete
4-0 points

	Quality of Initial Post
	Posts are made in a timely manner, insightful, relevant to the topic and supported with cites from the readings and other references
	Posts are made in a timely manner, related to the topic and make some reference to the readings.
	Posts are made in a timely manner, occasionally made off topic, without substantially contributing to the discussion.
	Posts are not completed on time and do not relate to the topic

	Content Support and References
	Comments are supported by readings or other researched references and personal experience
	Comments are supported with some references and personal experience
	Comments are based on personal experience, but without any reference to readings or research
	Opinions shared without any supporting evidence or experience

	Quality of Responding Posts
	Uses meaningful comments to bring new insights, experiences and questions to enrich discussion; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Expresses insights, experiences and questions to keep the discussion going; occasionally lacking connection to the topic; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Connection to the topic is unclear; minimal expression of new ideas or related questions; comments on occasion are not open to understanding
	Expression of comments and questions unclear and off-topic; a lack of respect of others evidenced in comments

	Mechanics
	Posts are consistently grammatically correct with few misspellings
	Posts have a few grammatical or spelling errors
	Posts are written haphazardly with multiple grammatical and spelling errors
	Posts suffer from consistently poor grammar and spelling



Homework Reading and Writing Assignments:  It is expected that the assigned readings, and any writing assigned be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule. Prompts for focus or review may be found on the Syllabus. 
Interfaith Experience Journal / Kuleana Pono: Each Module you will be exposed to an interfaith experience and a current event/perspective to inspire. The purpose of these exercises are to put your feet into the shoes of others during the period of this course. After viewing the posted resources, take a few moments to jot down your reflections. About a paragraph in length (not an essay) Credit will be given for simply pausing to reflect on the experience as noted in the journal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Film Reviews: One (1) full-length film reviews are to be completed on the date found on the Course Schedule and posted on Canvas. 

Quizzes:  There will be 5 quizzes.  Each quiz will cover specific chapters of the text and material covered in class. Students are responsible for all content in the textbook and on Canvas.

Final Exam – “Culture and Religion”: Oral Presentation. Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a summative art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, poem, writing, dance, music composition, etc.) that synthesizes your personal understanding of what you have learned from this course study.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life. 

ASSESSMENTS AND GRADING


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Learning Outcome Assessment:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, 	research, and other activities
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· [bookmark: _ORGANIZATIONAL_THEMES:_]understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
· demonstration of the following 5 Core Competencies:
1.  Written communication		2.  Oral communication
3.  Quantitative reasoning		4.  Critical thinking
5.  Information Literacy

Grade Calculation:
	Core Competency
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	1,3,4,5
	Online Participation / Discussion Forums
	12 classes
	1200
	40

	1,3,4,5
	Interfaith Experience Journal / Kuleana Pono
	12
	1200
	20

	1,4,5
	Film Review
	1
	100
	10

	3,4,5
	Quizzes
	5
	500
	20

	1,3,4,5
	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10

	
	
	Total
	3100
	100%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
B= superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter
D= Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work
F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.









COURSE SYLLABUS


      

	Date
	Topics  & Classwork
	Homework (Assignments listed are to be completed in preparation for the next class)

	Part I
	Orientation
	

	Week 1
May 20-25


	*Introduction to World Religions
*Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I going? and Why?

	1. Read Chapt. 1: Thinking About Religion; Talking About Religion
2. See Canvas board 

	May 22-25
	Thinking & Talking About Religion
	1.   Read Chapt.2
2.   See Canvas board
3.   Quiz 1

	Part II
	South Asian Religions
	

	Week 2
May 26-June 1
	Hinduism: Law & Life
	1. Read Chapt. 3 & 4: Hinduism Eternal Law; Law and Life
2. See Canvas board

	May 20-June 1
	Jainism: Sikhism: The Way of God’s Name

	1. See Canvas board
2. Quiz 2

	Part III
	East Asian Religions
	

	Week 3
June 2-8
	Buddhism: Awakening the World

	1.  Read Chapt. 5 & 6: Buddhism: Becoming Awake; Awakening the World 
2.  See Canvas board

	June 5-8

	Daoism and Confucianism: Sacred Ways
	1. Read Chapt. 7 & 8: Daoism and Confucianism
2.  See Canvas board
3.  Quiz 3

	Part IV
	Middle Eastern & European Religions
	

	Week 4
June 9-15

	Judaism: A Chosen People Choosing God

	1.   Read Chapt. 9 & 10: Judaism: A Chosen People Choosing God; Israel in the Diaspora
2.   See Canvas board 

	June 12-15
	Film Review
	1.   See Canvas board
 2.   Quiz 4

	Week 5
June 16-22
	Christianity: Communion and Community
	1.  Read Chapt. 11 & 12: Christianity:
     The God-Messiah; Communion and 
     Community
2.  See Canvas board

	June 19-22

	Islam: Submission and Faith
	1.Read Chapt. 13 & 14: Submission and Faith; The Pillars and the Umma
2.  See Canvas board
3.  Quiz 5

	Part V
	Religions in the Modern World
	

	Week 6
June 23-28

	New Religions: A Quest for the Sacred
	1.  Read Chapt. 16: A Quest for the Sacred 
2.  See Canvas board
3. Work on Final 

	June 26-28

	Final Exam
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MUTUAL RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION




As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class. 
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