Chaminade University of Honolulu

Department of Education

ED 614: Teaching Literacy Through the Content Areas, Fall 2003

Instructor:  Dr. Vickie V. Iwamoto

Email – viwamoto@yahoo.com

Course Outline

Goal:

The goal of this course is to develop competence in the literacy processes of writing, listening, speaking and thinking in various content areas and at different grade levels 

K-12.  In order to meet this goal the following objectives have been established:

Objectives:

1. Students will identify the interrelationship of the literacy processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking and thinking and how these processes relate to and support instruction.

2. Students will engage in learning and applying different instructional approaches, materials and models to facilitate literacy in the content areas K-8.

3. Students will become familiar with planning different types of units to teach literacy processes in the content areas.

4. Students will learn strategies to enhance comprehension, writing and vocabulary development in various content areas.

5. Students will become versed in the issues and trends in literacy in the content areas through class discussion and sharing of various instructional approaches and strategies.

6. Students will become acquainted with educational journals, resources books and other professional materials relating to literacy in the content areas.

7. Students will learn how to develop study skills and research skills to support content area instruction.

8. Students will examine issues in content area organization, assessment and evaluation.
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Course Requirements: ED 614

Teaching Literacy Through the Content Areas

Materials

Text: Developing Readers & Writers in the Content Areas, K-12

Fourth Edition, 2003.  David W. Moore, Sharon Arthur Moore, Patricia M. Cunningham & James W. Cunningham

Longman Publishers, White Plains, New York  ISBN: 0-321-07976-0

Older Additions are fine to use for this course.

Requirements

Basic Learning Experiences

· Participation in each week’s class module.  There are nine modules.

· Content area literacy journal – Teaching Journals and Reflective Essays & Dialogues

A reflective journal is one of the most valuable tools for helping you become more aware of your teaching practices. Thinking and talking about your experiences are two ways of coming to understand them; however, the process of writing clearly about your thinking deepens your understanding of whatever you are thinking about and often reveals new features of your thinking. This journal is a confidential tool that you need not share with anyone--at best, all I can do is encourage you to begin keeping one; however, doing so will help you participate in this course.

· Reflective Essays

At least two times during the term you will turn in a 2-3 page reflection based on your journal entries and your teaching experiences. The purpose of these reflections is to give you and me a better sense of your ability to critically examine your teaching practice. One should focus on an individual student's learning, or should focus on some aspect of your teaching content area literacy.  The second should focus on specific strategies for content area literacy that you plan to implement.
· Plan a literacy content area unit of micro research targeted for a specific content area and level using either an integrated or inquiry approach.

Micro-research: In the textbook and other resources you will find many ideas for specific strategies of teaching reading in content areas. Pick one or two of these for micro-research projects. Report your results in a journal entry near the end of the term. 

You are free to design this project in an alternative form that better suits your needs and circumstances. 

Think of yourself, as a researcher, asking the question, "Is there value in this?" "How would I know?" In writing up your results: 

· Argue for a strategy or technique. What do you think are its potential benefits? 

· Report a baseline of data on which to make a judgment. A comparison group or prior performance will suffice here. 

· Describe your use the strategy or technique in a real teaching circumstance. 

· Report the data from which you have judged its effectiveness.

Ok, I'm confused now, what is it really?  
Well, it is a paper on an area of interest.  It should be not less than 5 pages and no more than 10 pages in APA format.

In what area?
That is up to you.  You can research one area in depth.  Complete a mini-unit.  Do action research.  Make a web page utilizing different strategies.  The ideas are endless.  The idea here is to make the assignment meaningful to you.  If you need more help.  Email me with your idea and we can go from there.  Get an idea first, and then we can talk. :-)

What should be included?
The sections should include but are not limited to:
Rationale -Why are you doing this?
Body of research or unit
Conclusions/Recommendations
and a Reference Page

Grading

Basic Learning Experiences






Points

Participation in each week’s class discussions (9 assignments)

90

Content Area Literacy Journal Reflections (2 at 10 points each)

20

Micro Research Unit






40

Grading Scale

A 135-150        
B 119-134   
 C  103-118
D   87-102      F 86 and below

All written assignments must be typed and double-spaced, references should be cited and it is expected that written assignments will be organized and grammatically correct. Points will be deducted for assignments turned in late.

Syllabus: ED 614 -Teaching Literacy Through the Content Areas

Week 1



Module 1 

Introduction

Week of October 5
Orientation:

· Review Course Requirements

· Review Course Syllabus

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment

· Read Preface and Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 4

Week 2

Module 2



Week October 12
Reading to Learn/ Learning to Read

· Issues in Content Area Organization & Instruction

· Reading Materials/ Learning Independence

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 2

· Work on Micro Research

· Read Chapter 5

Week 3
Module 3

Week of October 19
Reading to Learn Strategy Instruction – Part 1

· Comprehension

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 3

Week 4

Module 4

Week of October 26
Reading to Learn Strategy Instruction – Part 2

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 4

· Read Chapter 6

Week 5

Module 5

Week of Nov. 2
Word Study and Vocabulary Development in Content Area Teaching

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 5

· Work on Micro Research

· Read Chapter 7

Week 6

Module 6

Week of Nov. 9
Writing to Learn

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 6 

· Reflection Journal Essay 1 Due

· Read Chapter 8

Week 7

Module 7

Week of Nov. 16
Study Skills:  Learning to be a Lifelong Learners

Assignments:  

· Complete Online Assignment Module 7

· Read Chapters 9

Week 8

Module 8 

Week of Nov. 23         Inquiry

WebQuests Part 1

Assignments:

· Work on Online Assignment Module 8 & 9

· Read Chapter 10 & 11

Week 9

Module 8 

Week of Nov. 30         Inquiry

WebQuests Part 2

Assignments:

· Complete Online Assignment Module 8 & 9

· Reflection Journal Essay 2 Due

·  Read Chapter 12 & 13

Week 10
Week of Dec. 7         Final to be Posted – (Optional for Extra Credit)

                                      Completed and emailed to me within 24 hours –

                                      Details to come online

  Module 10 and Micro-research projects due.  

 All  items due to me by December 14, 2003

All online assignments will be posted on Sundays.  The online assignment is due that week on or before the next Sunday by 11:59 p.m.  For example, if I post an assignment on October 19, the assignment is due no later than October 26 by 11:59 p.m.  The time stamp on your email message sent to me must be posted before 11:59 p.m. or your assignment will be late.  The instructor will take off points for late assignments.  

All assignments are due no later than 

Sunday, December 14, 2003 before 11:59 p.m..  That includes mailed in assignments.  Sorry no exceptions.
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