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Chaminade University Honolulu
3140 Waialae Avenue - Honolulu, HI 96816
www.chaminade.edu 



Course Number:  CJA 760
Course Title:   Contemporary Issues
Department Name:  Criminology & Criminal Justice Department
Program:  Master of Science in Criminal Justice Administration (MSCJA)

Instructor Name:  Carrie Cervantes, MSCJA
Email:  carrie.cervantes@chaminade.edu
Phone: (no calls after 8:00 p.m.)
Office Location:  Online
Office Hours:  by appointments only

Term Dates:  TBA
Class Meeting Hours:  Online

Course Description:  This course will examine the current issues related to the correctional system.  We will cover a variety of issues, to include matters related to jail, prison, probation, parole, the death penalty and overall correctional administration.  We will pay particular attention to the current state of knowledge in each areas in need of improvements.
 
Student Learning Outcomes:	Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of:
· The current state of research in a variety of contemporary correctional topics, including:
· The causes and consequences of mass incarceration;
· Reentry and civil disenfranchisement issues;
· Use of solitary confinement in American prisons;
· Major issues with community corrections;
· Causes and consequences of the prison industrial complex;
· Females in prison;
· Problems with the bail system in America;
· Current issues with the death penalty in America;
· The nature of aging in the prison populations.
· The implications of criminal justice administration on public safety.

Reading Materials:	Readings will be assigned each week, including a variety of peer-reviewed articles, technical documents, or other media.  No text is required.

Supplementary Learning Materials:	To be announced and/or distributed by the instructor.

Course Approach: 	This course will utilize an online seminar approach.  Thus we will rely heavily on class discussion and participation via our online format in Canvas.  Students will be expected to complete the readings prior to posting any discussion material; otherwise the discussions will not be informed ones. Due to the nature of the material we are discussing, there is likely to be some lively discussion and some disagreements on issues.  In addition, some people may feel uncomfortable or upset by some of the material.  As such, we want to make sure to follow these ground rules:

1. Acknowledge that people in our culture have different experiences based on race, class, sex, age and sexuality.
2. Think sociologically about the issues we tackle and be prepared to critically analyze your own opinions and beliefs.
3. Agree that this course should be a place where no one is made to feel embarrassed or ashamed.  Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.  No attacks that might be deemed personal should be made on the discussion boards.  However, healthy discussion and debate is welcome and encouraged.  We do not have to agree with one another, but we must be able to discuss our differences in a respectful manner.

In terms of general participation, students are responsible for all material posted each week. This seminar will require a fair amount of reading and documentary viewing, so do make sure to plan your study time wisely.  Prior to any class discussions, students are expected to have engaged the material such that they are prepared with questions and reflections.  This allows for a more coherent participation in the seminar discussions.  A critical assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the readings is expected.  Although there are specific readings assigned for each seminar session, students are encouraged to consider and discuss comparisons and disparities among the readings.

Course Requirements:

Opinion Editorial (Op-Ed):	
One way for individuals to express opinions in an advocacy oriented matter is via Letters to the Editor and Opinion Editorials (op-ed).  Letters to the editor are generally shorter expressions of personal opinion, about 100-200 words.  On the other hand, op-eds are longer than letters to the editor.  They are usually 800-1000 words.  Generally, op-eds are written to educate as well as persuade others about a particular point of view.  This assignment will be in lieu of a final paper for this class.  Your task will be to construct a well-written op-ed that must also be submitted to one of four news outlet options provided or to another news outlet of your choice.  You should tackle something of contemporary relevance to the correctional system, and something you feel is important for people to know about corrections.  You can certainly draw inspiration from the material covered in this class or in any other class, so long as there is contemporary relevance and it is related to this course.  Your will be required to actually submit your op-ed and provide proof to me of the submission.  Also, be prepared to share your op-ed with the class during the last week of class.  For more information regarding the op-ed, including submission sites, can be found at the end of the syllabus.  

Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the class, no exceptions will be made

Discussion Postings:
This class is centered on class discussion and interaction.  Therefore, you will be required to post to the discussion board each week.  There will be a minimum of one discussion question by the instructor each week.  Students will be required to respond to my weekly questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.  You should have informed contributions, such as reading/and or watching material that is relevant to the week prior to your posts. 

All responses to the discussion board must be completed by midnight each Saturday, weekly.  Your posting must be submitted directly to the discussion board, not as an attachment that someone needs to open.  However, you are welcome to post a video discussion if you choose to.  The video discussion will be accepted as an attachment.

Student-Led Discussions:
Each student will be required to create a discussion question for randomly assigned material by the instructor.  The instructor will select names randomly, along with the assigned subject matter.  This information will be listed in Canvas.  The student should plan to post their question, based on the material for that subject that they are assigned.  All questions should be posted NLT Tuesday to give the rest of the class time to respond.  For example, if you were assigned the subject matter of females in prison, you must coordinate with the week of this topic.

· Ensure that you post directly to the discussion board and not as an attachment that someone needs to open.  The only exception would be if you decide to post a video discussion question, this may be posted as an attachment.
· When answering your initial post, make sure to start an original response and not a reply.  Use the reply function in your reaction postings.

Reaction Postings:
Your comments/postings will be used to enhance and further our weekly discussions.  In addition, each student will be required to respond to a minimum of two of your classmates’ postings each week, per each main discussion.  This assignment is due at midnight each Saturday, weekly. 

· Your posted questions and reactions will be evaluated based on their overall intellectual rigor.  Take this assignment seriously as it will help to shape your own and our overall course experience.  
· Ensure that you post directly to the discussion board, not as an attachment that someone needs to open.  The only exception to an attachment will be a video discussion.

Articles/Current Events w/Summary:
Each student will select an article/current event of their choice regarding the subject matter of contemporary correctional topics (e.g. females in prison, elderly in prison, community corrections and etc.).  The student will obtain these articles/current events via internet, periodicals, magazines, newspapers and etc.  All subject matter MUST be dated within a one month period.  No articles/current events after this period will be accepted by the instructor.  Note, you may not reuse another students posting for credit that has already been listed.  Any student caught doing so, will result in an “F” for the assignment.

The student will also write a brief summary of their article/current event selection for the week.  The summary must be at a minimum of one page.  Both the article/current event and summary must be posted together as indicated on the course headings (e.g.  Week 1: Article/Current Event w/Summary 1)




Article Reactions:
Each student will select two of their classmate’s article/current events posted for the week and write a response to each of their postings.  All responses must include personal feedback for each article/current event you are referencing to.  Students must identify which article they are responding to.  All reaction/responses must be respectful and professional.

Students will post their responses in the respective headings as indicated in the course. 
(e.g. Week 1: Response 1 and Response 2
        Week 2: Response 3 and Response 4)


Opinion-Editorial (op-ed)

The Opinion-Editorial (op-ed) will be your final course product for this class. As mentioned earlier in the syllabus, the op-ed is different than letters to the editor, which tend to be much shorter and printed on a daily basis. Op-eds are sometimes only printed once a week, often in the Sunday paper. Take a look at the next Honolulu Star-Advertiser Sunday Edition, for example, to view an op-ed submission. In the meantime, see the following for a good description of the op-ed: 
Want to know more about Op-Ed? Nicholas Goldberg, the former Op-Ed editor (now editor of the Editorial Pages), explains how the opinion pages work and what their goal is in this article, Op-Ed, explained.
Op-eds are not cited pieces, but you do want to make sure yours is nonetheless researched, informed, and accurate. Generally, you are trying to educate and persuade someone regarding an issue. Op-Eds necessarily take a position, a stance and so should yours. Take a look at some recent crime and justice related op-eds to an idea of what your goal might be:

Ruining Lives with Criminal Justice
Reforming the System is Not Assured 
Here's How to Get Out of Our Prison Mess
A Rare Opportunity on Criminal Justice 
How my mom got hacked
Privilege, Among Rape Victims
We must stop police abuse of black men

So, as we travel through the course, pay attention to the issue that you are most passionate and educated about. This will make the perfect topic for your op-ed. The following pages list four options for op-ed submissions. You may choose an alternative news source as well. Make sure to provide proof of submission at the end of the course (email verification or screen shot of successful submission).


(2) Civil Beat (http://www.civilbeat.com/)

How do I submit a Community Voice?
Community Voices aims to encourage broad discussion on many topics of community interest. It’s kind of a cross between Letters to the Editor and op-eds. This is your space to talk about important issues or interesting people who are making a difference in our world. Columns generally run about 800 words (yes, they can be shorter or longer) and we need a photo of the author and a bio. We welcome video commentary and other multimedia formats. Send to news@civilbeat.com.

(1) Honolulu Star-Advertiser (http://www.staradvertiser.com/)

EXPRESS YOURSELF (http://www.staradvertiser.com/editorials/)
The Star-Advertiser welcomes letters up to 150 words and guest columns of 500-600 words. The Star-Advertiser reserves the right to edit letters for clarity and length. Please direct comments to the issues; personal attacks will not be published. We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length. Include your name, address and daytime telephone number.
Letters must (a) be signed and include your area of residence and (b) include a daytime telephone number (not for publication).
Online form: Click here
Postal Mail: Letters to the Editor, Star-Advertiser
7 Waterfront Plaza, 500 Ala Moana, Suite 7-210
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
E-mail: letters@staradvertiser.com
Fax: (808) 529-4750



(3) New York Times  (http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/site/editorial/op-ed/op-ed.html)
How to Submit an Op-Ed Article
The New York Times accepts opinion articles on any topic, for the Op-Ed page (Monday through Saturday), the Sunday Review, our Opinionator and other online series, and the International New York Times (which is edited out of Paris, London and Hong Kong).
Articles typically run from 400 to 1,200 words, but submissions of any length will be considered. All submissions must be original, and exclusive to The Times. We will not consider articles that have already been published, in any form, in print or online. Submissions may be sent in any of these ways:
· By e-mail to: opinion@nytimes.com
· By fax to: +1(212) 556-4100
· Or by mail to:
The Op-Ed Page
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018
Unfortunately, because the number of submissions is so large, we have to pass on much material of value and interest, and cannot reply to all submissions. If you do not hear from us within three business days, please assume that we will not be able to use your article. You should then feel free to offer it elsewhere.
Op-Ed and You
Trish Hall, the Op-Ed and Sunday Review editor, explains how the page works. She writes: "Anything can be an Op-Ed. We're not only interested in policy, politics or government. We're interested in everything, if it's opinionated and we believe our readers will find it worth reading."


(4) LA Times (http://www.latimes.com/)
Submitting an article to Op-Ed
Nicholas Goldberg
The Los Angeles Times welcomes opinion articles on any subject. Submissions must be exclusive to us. Most articles are about 750 words in length, though some are shorter, and on Sundays we can sometimes run pieces as long as 1,200 words.
Submissions must be sent by e-mail to oped@latimes.com. Please put the name of the author followed by the topic in the subject line, and paste the text of the article into the body of the message. Be sure to include day and evening telephone numbers and a short biography of the writer.
We make every effort to read manuscripts promptly. If the article is accepted for publication, you will hear from a Times editor within five days.
We regret that the volume of submissions we receive means that we cannot respond individually to each article, nor can we provide feedback to proposals or queries.
Thank you for your interest in the Los Angeles Times.
Need more information?
· - Please call (213) 237-2121 for recorded Op-Ed guidelines.
· - If you are responding to something we've published, you can submit a Letter to the Editor here.
· - If your response is longer than 150 words, you might be interested in our online feature, Blowback.
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