COURSE OUTLINE AND SYLLABUS

Spring Semester 2019
JAN 14– MAY9 2019
Course: BI 101-90


     
 

Times:MWF 830-920



          

Semester Credits: 3



 



Chaminade University of Honolulu  

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Genevieve Griffiths-Polotto  

EMAIL: docgriffiths@gmail.com (Preferred)

PHONE: (302) 562-6493
TEXT:  Audesirk, Audesirk and Byers.  Biology Life on Earth.  10th Ed.  Pearson 
  
 Prentice Hall Publishing.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Biology 101 is a 3-credit introductory biological science course for those students desiring to fulfill credits leading to a non-science bachelor’s degree.  Concurrent registration in Biology 101 Lab (1 credit) is required. There are no science pre-requisites for this course.

This is an introductory course to general biology with major emphasis on cellular biology.  We will be looking at the cell as the basic unit of life and the biochemical processes that occur within the cell in order to ensure its survival.  We will also investigate basic genetics and the fundamental concepts of evolution. 

AIMS AND GOALS OF THE COURSE:    This course is designed to fulfill the following goals. 

1. An ability to demonstrate understanding of the factors that unify all living 

organisms as well as those that contribute to the diversity of organisms .

2. An ability to demonstrate understanding of biological concepts that underlie

the chemical and physical basis of life.

3. An ability to demonstrate an understanding of the scientific process of 

investigation and problem solving as well as its limitations and place in society. 

Course Structure:  This course is taught in correlation with the laboratory portion.  Lectures will be formal and full attendance is required.  In the event of an absence, lecture information will not be provided by the instructor.  It is the student’s responsibility to network with peers to get the relevant information.  

Regarding office hours:  I will not have formal office hours, but I am available both immediately before and after class (by appointment is preferred). In lieu of office hours, you may contact me via email or cellular phone (text: anytime or call: during normal business hours).  In addition, I strongly encourage you to ask as many questions as you’d like, in person or via text/phone or by email.   

GRADING:  Your grade will be determined based on your scores on three exams (two midterms and a cumulative final exam) and seven quizzes. Each of the three semester exams will be worth 100 points.  The seven quizzes will be worth 15 points each for a potential total of 105 points.  However!  Only 80 quiz points will count towards your final grade percentage (see below).  In this way, you have a chance to earn 25 extra credit points by doing well on your quizzes. There will be one bonus quiz comprised of one question per chapter given at the end of the semester. This bonus quiz grade will replace your lowest quiz grade. 
Exam 1                  

  100 points

Exam 2                

  100 points

Exam 3

              100 points

Quizzes (7 total + 1 BONUS)    80 points 

Your point total will be divided by 380 and final grades will be assigned as follows:  A: 90 - 100% ; B: 80 – 89%; C: 70 – 79%; D: 60 – 69%; F: 0-59%.  

Exam dates and quiz due dates are clearly listed on the class schedule in BOLD type below. If you know you are to miss an exam date, you must notify the instructor before the exam session in order to obtain an extension.  Once corrected exam papers are returned to the class, no exams will be accepted, regardless of the excuse.  

