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 Chaminade University
English 101-90-2 Intro to Expository Writing (Online)
Instructor: Anita Dunn
Office: online; email: anita.dunn@chaminade.edu ; phone: 808-735-4711
Office hours: by appointment

Course Description: EN 101 Introduction to Expository Writing Instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. The course instructs the basics of organization and clear expression and use of Standard Edited American English. 
	Course Objectives: 

	This course will help to enhance your writing expertise, including your grammatical skills, vocabulary usage, and critical thinking abilities. Through assigned readings, essay assignments, and online activities, you will learn to analyze information through accurate reading and logical thinking, and to acquire, organize, document and present ideas and information clearly and precisely.


	Learning Outcomes:  

	At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to:

· demonstrate mastery of the principles of grammar, usage, mechanics, and sentence structure;
· identify the thesis statement in an essay;
· develop a thesis statement, structure it in an introductory paragraph, and support it with the body of the essay;
· organize ideas logically within an essay and employ adequate transitional devices to ensure coherence, flow, and focus;
· differentiate between rhetorical strategies and write with an awareness of rhetorical technique and audience;
· differentiate between tones and write with an awareness of how tone affects the audience’s experience;
· demonstrate critical and analytical thinking for reading and writing purposes;
· write sentences that vary in length and structure; and
analyze and create essays in the MLA format.





Suggested Text:
The Modern Language Association of America (MLA Handbook); 8 edition (April 1, 2016). 
ISBN-13: 978-1603292627

Technical Requirements:
In order to participate in this online course, the student must have access to a computer, word processing software, and an Internet connection. You will complete this course using the learning management system Canvas. If you have any technical difficulties with Canvas, please contact the help desk at helpdesk@chaminade.edu.

Instructional Methods:
This course will be taught entirely online; and therefore, the instructional methods are adapted to the Canvas environment. The primary instructional methods are lectures via videos, files, discussions, and collaborative learning. A variety of supplemental resources are provided on the Canvas site to support multiple learning styles.
	
Course Requirements:

	Writing Assignments
Students will be required to write five short five-paragraph essays (narrative, descriptive, process analysis, compare & contrast, and cause & effect) utilizing the MLA Format and one final argument paper that will be the final exam. Additionally, students will participate in weekly discussion forums. All assignments should be submitted in a doc. or docx. format. All essays except the narrative need to be written in the 3rd person point of view. 

Reading Assignments 
See the schedule listed below for readings and dates. Students will be expected to read and study specific readings, online forums, assignments, and quizzes. 

Lectures and Supplementary Material
Lecture notes, pictures, and video clips are posted on a weekly basis. Read through the lectures carefully. They will also be drawn on for points of emphasis on the discussion board. Resource materials will also be posted to the Canvas site in order to supplement the lectures and readings, and to support multiple learning styles.

Class Participation 
Students are expected to participate in online class discussions. Because this course is conducted online, it is critical for students to demonstrate their participation via these forums. Each week by Wednesday, you are required to post to the initial weekly discussion board prompt. Each week by Sunday, midnight, you are required to have responded to at least of your classmates’ posts. *Please be aware that the weekly discussion boards lock Sundays at midnight. Please be prompt with your participation. Do not ask for more time as the discussion boards will not be opened for any reason. 

Assignments 
Please see course calendar.


	Student Conduct:
Students are expected to treat the instructor and each other with respect and courtesy in all forums. Students are to observe the rules of “netiquette” when posting to the online discussion boards. Netiquette would be defined as being professional, being polite, and using good grammar and spelling skills.  


Attendance Policy:

	Students must access the course online via Canvas by the first week. Failure to do so will result in being dropped from the course. Lack of access to a computer or computer problems will not be an acceptable excuse for not contributing to the class or turning in an assignment. Not posting on the discussion board is considered an absence. If you have more than three absences, you may be dropped from the course.


	Grading:

	Grading Scale
A = 90 - 100 	B = 80 - 89 	C = 70 - 79	D = 60 - 69 	F = any grade below 60
Final grades will be based on the following: 

	Quizzes
	20%

	Discussions
	20%

	Essays
	35%

	Final Exam
	25%

	Total
	100%



Grading Policies 
Grades will be posted in the grade book on Canvas. Please allow at least a week for assignments to be graded and posted. If you have questions about an assignment, please e-mail me ASAP.

	
Late Work:

	As a rule, late papers and late homework are discouraged. A major element of this course is working to deadlines and turning work in on time. Assignments are due at the designated time and date. Exceptions will be made on a case by case basis with advanced notice. If an exception is made, the assignment will be reduced by 10 points for every 24 hours the assignment is late. *No late work or assignments will be accepted after the last day of class.


	Final Examination:

	The final exam is scheduled as follows: 
· Final Exam: 3-5-page Argument Essay — Week 10: March 17


	Changes to the Syllabus:
Changes to the syllabus, while not expected, may happen with advance notification.

	

Schedule:

		Dates
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments 


	Week 1: Jan. 7-13
	MLA Format, Rules for College Writing, Annotating a Text,
Subjects
	Aesop’s Fables
	· Discussion Boards
· Quizzes


	Week 2: Jan. 14-20
	The Five-paragraph Essay, Transitions, Verbs, Descriptive writing
	“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Marquez
	· Discussion Boards
· Quizzes

	Week 3: Jan. 21-27
	Writing the Narrative Essay, Introductions, Adjectives, Outlines
	The first chapter of Moby Dick by Herman Melville
	· Discussion Boards
· The Narrative Essay
· Quizzes

	Week 4: Jan 28-Feb. 3
	Writing the Movie Review,
Conclusions, pronouns
	How to Write a Movie Review
	· Discussion Boards
· The Movie Review
· Quizzes

	Week 5: Feb. 4-10
	Writing the Process Analysis Essay, Adverbs, Transitions and Signal Phrases
	“To Build a Fire” by Jack London
	· Discussion Boards
· Process Analysis Essay
· Quizzes

	Week 6: Feb. 11-17
	Writing a Compare & Contrast Essay, Prepositional Phrases
	 “Parker’s Back” by Flannery O’Connor
	· Discussion Boards
· The Compare and Contrast Essay
· Quizzes

	Week 7: Feb. 18-24
	Writing a Cause & Effect Essay, Conjunctions
	“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner: by Samuel Coleridge
	· Discussion Boards
· The Cause and Effect Essay
· Quizzes

	Week 8: Feb. 25-Mar. 3
	Writing About Literature, Interjections
	 “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Stetson
	· Discussion Boards
· Letters About Literature
· Quizzes

	Week 9: Mar. 4-10
	Writing an Argument Essay, Eight Parts of Speech
	 PowerPoint on Logos, Ethos, and Pathos
	· Discussion Boards
· Quizzes 


	Week 10: Mar. 11-17
	Final Exam Week – 3-5 page Argument Essay
	Nothing
	· Discussion Board
· Final Exam due by Mar. 17




Academic Honesty:
At Chaminade University, we expect the highest standards of academic honesty. Violations of academic honesty include the following: 
1. Cheating: This includes seeking or giving unauthorized help on examinations, papers, and other academic assignments. 
2. Plagiarism: This is defined as using another’s words or ideas and representing them as one’s own either knowingly or unknowingly. In other words, by not documenting ideas or putting quotations around exact phrasing and documenting the source, one is committing plagiarism. Recycling papers from another class also constitutes plagiarism.  
Misconduct in the area of academic honesty is subject to disciplinary action, which can include failure for the assignment, or even failure of the course. Your instructor has access to plagiarism software which aids in detecting improperly cited materials. All of your written work may be submitted to the software for analysis. If you have questions about this subject, please contact me. *Please note that recycling a paper from another class is a type of plagiarism. It’s plagiarizing yourself. Please write new essays for every class. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
The policy and intent of Chaminade University is to fully and completely comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act of 2008, to the extent that they apply to the university. Chaminade University will not discriminate against an otherwise qualified student with a disability in the admissions process, or any academic activity or program, including student-oriented services. Chaminade University will provide reasonable accommodation to the known physical and mental limitations of a qualified individual with a disability, unless to do so would impose an undue hardship on the operation of the university, or unless it would fundamentally alter a degree or course requirement. Qualified students must request reasonable accommodations for disabilities through the Disability Services Coordinator in Student Services.  
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