Religion 315.01:  Christian Scriptures




Spring 2019 

Classroom:  Henry Hall 225






Tues and Thurs, 1-2:20 p.m.
Instructor:  Prof. Peter Steiger, Ph.D.




Phone: 808-440-4212

Office:  Henry 206K, T/TR 2:30-4:30, W 1:30-4:30


Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu
Catalogue Description - RE 315 Christian Scriptures
This course presents the New Testament times and literature as a rich mosaic of Christianity’s primal era. Examined in detail, the Pauline letters and the gospels will serve as a window into the early Christian movement, its beliefs and practices, its diversity and unity. The major theological themes of these sacred texts will be studied, with special attention given to their application within the Christian tradition and their enduring value for the universal Christian community.
Learning Outcomes:   In order that the students may have a better understanding of what they will learn in RE 315, the following outcomes are provided:
Religious Studies General Education Outcomes
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position

within the broader Christian and human traditions

2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will

intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives
Religious Studies Major/Minor Program Student Learning Outcomes

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions.
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace.
5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values.


Course Learning Outcomes
1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the formation of the canonical New Testament. (Gen. Ed. Outcome 1), (Program Outcomes 1, 2).

2.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the role of Paul of Tarsus in the development of Christianity (Gen. Ed. Outcome 1), (Program Outcomes 1, 4, 5).

3.  Students will demonstrate familiarity with and application of contemporary methods and tools for scriptural interpretation. (Gen. Ed. Outcome 2), (Program Outcomes 1,4,5).

4.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the particular issues involved in modern scholarship on the canonical gospels (Gen. Ed. Outcomes 1, 2), (Program Outcomes 1, 4, 5).
Required Texts:
Kelly, Joseph F.  An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics.  (Liturgical Press: 2006)
Bible.  New American or New Revised Standard Version. 
Course Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is for the student to read and become familiar with the Christian Scriptures known commonly as the New Testament, its major components, origins and theological themes.  The student will become acquainted with how modern scripture scholars interpret the New Testament, in particular the letters of Paul, the Gospel traditions and other New Testament literature.  In addition, it is the goal of this course that the student begin to do significant scripture study in her or his own right and form critical thinking skills through engagement with other scripture scholars who have examined the Christian scriptures for nearly two millennia.  Finally, the course will provide the necessary background for further consideration of religion in more advanced courses of study.
Methodology:

The method for attaining the above objectives will be as follows:  Classroom lecture and discussion of assigned readings, preparation of a Journal containing reflection on readings and lecture notes, oral presentations and synthesis through completion of a major Research project.  
Grading Scale:

A – 91-100%
B – 80-90%
C – 70-79%
D – 63-69%
Failure  <63%
Course Assessment:  Assessment of student performance will be divided into three parts:
Preparation will be assessed by means of active participation in the class.  Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to class, engage them in their Journal and may be called upon by the professor to discuss them.  Students who are not prepared to share some thoughts on the readings may lose points for this portion of the assessment.  Absence from class will result in the loss of 1% of the final grade for each day absent, since the student can not demonstrate that they are prepared or participate if absent.  Students wishing to make up excused, documented absences are required to meet with the professor during office hours to discuss what was missed during the absence.  No make ups will be granted for unexcused, undocumented absences.  Additionally, students will be expected to keep a QSR journal.  This journal will contain 10 typed hard copy entries of approximately 700 words: 100-150 words comprised of at least ten questions on the assigned readings, 300-400 word summary of the entire assigned reading, 250-300 word reflection documenting your meditation on two of the passages of the New Testament read.  Journal entries will usually be due on Thursday, when the readings for the week are discussed in detail.  For the journal, please use a three ringed binder.  Missed or incomplete journals will be given partial credit if shown to the professor during office hours within one week of the due date; after one week, no credit will be given.  Each entry is worth 2% of the final grade.
Examination will be assessed by means of two midterms and a final exam. The exam format will be entirely essay and will be designed to test that the student has read and understood the ideas and themes discussed in readings and lectures.  All exams will be open note and open book, but will be given on Canvas under strict timing.  You will be given exam topics, but not the exact exam questions.  For every exam, there will be multiple essay questions, so you will not likely get the same exam question as your classmates.  You will have a two-three hour window in which to complete the exams over a given set of two - four days; once you have opened the exam, you must complete the exam so you must complete your studies before you open the quiz.  The midterms will occur from 12:01 a.m. 2/15/19 – 11:59 p.m. 2/18/19 HST (four day window) and 12:01 a.m. 3/20/19 – 11:59 p.m. 3/22/19 (three day window).  The final exam will occur at 12:01 a.m. 5/8/19 – 11:59 p.m. 5/9/19 (two day window).  For writing the first midterm, you will have a three hour window; midterm two will be a two and a half hour window; the final will allow only a two hour window.  Midterm one will cover the material on Paul, Midterm two will be on the Gospels, and Midterm three will cover the other New Testament literature.

Integration/Summation will be assessed by means of a gospel research portfolio made up of five smaller components called deliverables and a final research paper of 10-15 pages.  The deliverables will be exercises meant to familiarize the student with the major tools of biblical scholarship and facilitate research on the selected topic.  The deliverables will be due on assigned dates during the regular semester; the final portfolio, including the deliverables and the research paper will be due on April 30, 2019, when the student will be expected to give a formal presentation of the major findings of her or his research.  More details on the portfolio will be forthcoming.
Preparation:  Attendance at, Preparation for and Participation in class – 45% of final grade
(25 days of class x 1%) = 25% + (10 QSR journals x 2%) = 20% TOTALS = 45% 
Examination:  Midterm 1 (10 %) + Midterm 2 (10%) + Final Exam (10%) = 30% of final grade

Integration/Summation:  Research Portfolio =  25% of final grade


(5 on time deliverable components x 2%) = 10% + final paper and presentation (15%) = 25%
Expectations of Students:  Please refer to Student Handbook for Classroom Policies
Professor’s Attendance Policy and other policies:

Absence from class will significantly affect your ability to do well in this course, since the readings are difficult to understand and will be explained during the class lectures.  Each absence will result in a 1% deduction from the preparation portion of your final grade, since you can not participate if you are not present.  Any work missed during an excused absence must be submitted within one week of absence.  Excused absences will be granted at the discretion of the professor but are rare and require documentation of a professional detailing the cause of the absence. You should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s appointments outside of class time.  Contact the professor before class if you are ill and unable to attend.  Extended excused illness may require adjustments, but generally students are required to make up missed work and classes through additional exercises; please contact the professor and Dean of Students if you have any major health issue that will cause you to miss classes for an extended time so that you receive the necessary assistance.  Any student who is absent for more than a six classes without excuse may be failed from the course; any student who is absent without excuse for more than three consecutive class days may be administratively withdrawn by the professor.  Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role.  If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class.  A habit of tardiness may be penalized.


Please make sure that all cell phones, pagers and portable, personal devices are off during class.  You may not use your laptop during class unless specifically allowed by the professor.  Text messaging is strictly forbidden. If the class is disturbed by any device, you are asked to approach the professor after class to explain and apologize.  Please do not eat during class.  If you have an emergency during class, please depart the room quietly.  ADA accommodations are available but require documentation as specified in the student handbook. The policies and schedule below are subject to change.

Class Schedule
Week One 

Topic:  Introductions; Getting started with the New Testament




HW:  Read Acts of the Apostles, chapters 1-9; NTC, ix-39.  Due 1/17/19
Week Two

Topic:  Critical Study of the New Testament and Paul the Apostle



HW:  Read Acts of the Apostles, chapters 10-28; NTC, 179-200.  Due 1/24/19 (J.1)
Week Three

Topic:  Theology of the New Testament and Paul’s Letters



HW:  Read 1 Thess, Phm and Gal or Phil; NTC, 40-53.  Due 1/31/19 (J.2)
Week Four

Topic:  Theology of the New Testament and Paul’s Letters 




HW:  Read Romans or 1 Corinthians; NTC, 54-79.  Due 2/7/19 (J.3)
Week Five

Topic:  Changing Circumstances and the Legacy of Paul 




HW: Read  Eph, Col, 1 & 2 Tim, 2 Pet; NTC, 201-220.  Due 2/14/18 (J.4)


Research Deliverable One Due 2/14/19
MIDTERM ONE – 12:01 a.m. 2/15/19 – 11:59 p.m. 2/18/19 HST, (96 hour window; 3 hour exam)
Week Six

Topic:  Introduction to the Gospels 




HW:  Read Gospel according to Mark; NTC, 80-112.  Due 2/21/18 (J.5)
Week Seven

Topic:  The Gospel Traditions



HW: Read Matt. ch. 1-21:11 or Luke ch. 1-19:27; NTC 113-127 or 136-148.  Due 2/28/19


Research Deliverable Two Due 2/28/19
Week Eight

Topic:  The Gospel Traditions



HW: Read Matt. 21:12- ch. 28 or Luke 19:28-24; NTC 127-135 or 148-156. Due 3/7 (J.6)
Week Nine

Topic:  The Gospel Traditions



HW:  Read Gospel according to John ch. 1-12; NTC 157-171.  Due 3/14/19 (J.7)
Week Ten

Topic:  The Gospel Traditions



HW:  Read Gospel according to John ch. 13-21; NTC 171-178.  Due 3/19/19


Research Deliverable Three Due 3/19/19
MIDTERM TWO – 12:01 a.m. 3/20/19 – 11:59 p.m. 3/22/19 (72 hour window; 2.5 hour exam)
Week Eleven

Topic:  Other New Testament Letters



HW: Read Letters of James & Jude or 1&2 Peter; NTC 221-231, 260-263. Due 4/4 (J.8)


Research Deliverable Four Due 4/4/19
Week Twelve

Topic:  Other New Testament Literature



HW:  Read Hebrews and 1 John; NTC 232-246.  Due 4/11/19 (J.9)
Week Thirteen

Topic:  Other New Testament Literature



HW:  Read Book of Revelation, ch. 1-11; NTC 247-254.  Due 4/18/19


Research Deliverable Five Due 4/18/19
Week Fourteen
Topic:  Other New Testament Literature



HW:  Read Book of Revelation, ch. 12-22; NTC 254-259.  Due 4/25/19 (J.10)
Week Fifteen

Portfolio Presentations – 4/30/19 and 5/2/19 Final Paper due with Presentation
FINAL EXAM – 12:01 a.m. 5/8/19 – 11:59 p.m. 5/9/19 (48 hour window; 2 hour exam)
Characteristics of Education in the Marianist Tradition
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Bear witness to the Gospel with a personal and committed faith that touches the heart. 

· Promote a dialogue between faith and culture which illuminates reality from the perspective of the Gospel. 

· Impart the principle that each person has an ethical and moral responsibility for his or her personal and social world. 

· Form students in Gospel values and Christian attitudes. 

· Educate in a free and responsible style which elicits a personal response of faith. 

· Bear witness with a faithful commitment to the Church that makes the Gospel credible today and tomorrow. 

· Make present the example and influence of Mary as the first disciple and as an educator in faith. 

PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote quality education of the whole person. 

· Provide coherent curricula, professional personnel, and adequate facilities and finances. 

· Develop respect for the uniqueness and dignity of the person as a daughter or son of God, unique and individual. 

· Develop interior spirit and self-knowledge. 

· Develop concern for global and local issues of culture, ecology, and the use of technology. 

· Foster a diverse school community. 

· Offer Mary as a model of integrity in relation to the realities of the world. 

EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Create a favorable environment for education. 

· Cultivate interpersonal relationships characterized by openness, respect, integrity and dialogue. 

· Form an educational community with collaborative structures and processes. 

· Express their authority as loving and dedicated servants. 

· Influence others by exhibiting Marian traits of openness, hospitality, graciousness and faith. 

EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote a missionary spirit for the reign of God. 

· Educate for solidarity with the poor and marginalized. 

· Promote the dignity and rights of women. 

· Establish faith communities that promote reflective programs of service. 

· Announce, under the prophetic influence of Mary, the goodness and justice of God and denounce oppression. 

EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE - Educators In The Marianist Tradition Seek To

· Educate students to shape a hope-filled future. 

· Educate persons to accept and respect differences in a pluralistic society. 

· Develop critical thinking skills in the search for truth. 

· Promote openness and adaptation to local and global contexts through inculturation and interdisciplinary programs. 

· Respond to the signs of the times in faith. ("Do whatever he tells you.")
Live Aloha!

What does Live Aloha stand for? Perhaps Pilahi Paki explained it best with use of the Hawaiian huna. Each letter in the word Aloha represents another Hawaiian word, and together these five words most completely express the truth of aloha: "Aloha is the coordination of mind and heart . . . it's within the individual. It brings you down to yourself. You must think and emote good feelings to others.

  A stands for AKAHAI, meaning kindness, to be expressed with tenderness. 

  L stands for LOKAHI, meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony. 

  O stands for OLU`OLU, meaning agreeable, to be expressed with pleasantness. 

  H stands for HA`AHA`A, meaning humility, to be expressed with modesty. 
  A stands for AHONUI, meaning patience, to be expressed with perseverance."    Aloha ke Akua - God is love
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH – Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Grow in their relationship to God.

· Freely explore their faith in a safe and encouraging environment.

· Be challenged to live by the faith they profess.

PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Learn from our fellow student’s cultural, faith and family backgrounds.

· Grow as a whole person – mind, body and spirit.

· Make choices that will enhance their God given gifts.

· Think critically about issues affecting our world.

· Be challenged both academically and spiritually so to realize their potential.

EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition will experience the
· Nurture and care of faculty and staff.

· Acceptance of who they are.

· Richness of our campus cultural diversity.

· Atmosphere of e komo mai (welcome) and knowledge of ways to seek advice and support when it is needed.

EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Use their gifts and education to better the lives of others.

· Address the God-shaped absence in the world.

· Gain perspective on their own problems through serving others.

· Know about and respond to issues of injustice, violence and oppression.

· Think globally and act locally.

EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE – Students learning from the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Make a difference in the world.

· Share in the struggles of others in the community as a sign of solidarity.

· Be well prepared and equipped for the uncertain and ever changing future.

· Take a humble, learning and listening attitude when trying to bring positive change to people’s lives.

· Learn how to be agents of change.
