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Chaminade University of Honolulu


Course ED 470 Winter 2004

Technology for Teachers




                             (3 Credits)

Instructor:

Gale S. Warshawsky

Contact Information:

Gale S. Warshawsky

Phone: 262-9924

E-mail: msgale50@yahoo.com
Office hours: By appointment

Course Description:

The integration of multi-media devices, e.g., computer, video, discs, CD-ROMs, and digitized images and sound make teaching new and exciting. This course is designed to teach pre-service teachers, the necessary skills to develop instructional materials via the implementation of educational technologies. A required course for those preparing to enter secondary or special education departments, recommended for all education majors.

Course Goal:

The goal of this course is to make students aware of the many ways that technology can be used in classrooms. Topics include: information systems, presentations, word processing, spread sheets, databases, on-line information research and retrieval, web site authoring and publishing, and ethical and responsible use of information systems.

Course Objectives:

When you have completed this course you should have improved your skill development in the following areas:

· Students will demonstrate an understanding about using Information Technology 

· Students will demonstrate awareness of how teachers and other educators can use Information Technology in classroom communities

· Students will demonstrate awareness about responsible use of information systems.

Course Methods:

Lecture

Discussions

Video


Presentations

Research

Information retrieval

Papers

Hands-on computer work

Projects


Course Requirements:

Participation in class discussions, papers, presentations, and demonstrating an understanding of information technology are major factors in determining success in this course.

1. Attendance 

Attendance is worth 2 points per week for a total of 20 points.

2.  Weekly Class Chapters Discussion Leader 

Students are expected to be active participants in weekly class discussions, based on assigned readings. What YOU think about information technology and responsible computer use does impact what your students will think and do with computers and information systems. 

There will be chapter leaders to facilitate the discussions. (10 points per student for Chapter Leader Discussion Facilitator. )

3. Three Weekly Mini Papers 

Each week (From week 2 to week 6 of the course):

Students will pose a question for him or herself to answer based on their research from readings other than the textbook. Information Technology is constantly changing; and the demand for knowledgeable information workers is increasing. Therefore, students are required to read from many sources to keep current. (Refer to the URLs and trade journals listed in this syllabus as a starting point). 

Students will write a weekly mini paper, 2 pages in length based on their research from readings. (See above). 

Each mini paper must reference at least 3 sources. Sources may be on-line references and or from journals or newspapers.

Each of the mini papers is worth 10 points. (For a total of 30 points).

4. Final Project

Each student will participate in a final project. The project will consist of a paper and the presentation of the project for a total of 20 points.

· Each student will chose an area of information technology that is of interest to him or her. 

· Each student will write a paper based on the area of information technology he or she selected. 

· Papers are to be 8 to 10 pages long and written in APA format

· Each final project paper must reference 4 to 5 sources. Sources may be on-line references and or from journals or newspapers.

· Each student will deliver to the class, a presentation based on his or her paper that will include a demonstration of the area of information technology the student selected. 

· All materials related to the final projects will be turned in on the night the presentation is given. 

Some information technology areas that students may wish to choose from for final projects include:

· Newsletters – electronic and hard copy

· Spread sheets (uses in your classroom to meet your needs)

· Data bases (uses in your classroom to meet your needs)

· Information retrieval. What sources are available? How to conduct on-line information retrieval: queries, key words etc.

· Internet Libraries

· Copernic http://www.copernic.com/en/index.html 

· ERIC http://www.askeric.org/Eric/ 

· Yahooligans www.yahooligans.com
· Google www.google.com
· World Wide Web: 

· Authoring/publishing (htm, pdf, ppt, mailto, jpg, gif, mpg, etc.)

· Browsing (and hyper links on web pages)

· Good web sites for children

· Ethical and Responsible Usage Issues

· Thematic Units

· Digital images

· Others suggested by the students of the course

5. Final Exam

A written final exam will be due on the last night the class meets. It is worth 20 points.

Points:

Attendance (2 points per week)




20 points

Discussion Leader for chapters




10 points

Three mini-papers (10 points each)



30 points

Final Project (paper and presentation of the project)

20 points

Written Final Exam






20 points












Total: 100 points

Grading:

93 – 100 = A

85 –   92 = B

77 -    84 = C

69 -    76 = D

68 and below = F

Course Atmosphere:

This is a participatory course. The more you do, the more you will learn. Participation in class discussions, weekly presentations, and demonstrating an understanding of information technology are major factors in determining success in this course. Note, because we will be in a room with computers, do not bring food or drinks into the classroom. Thank you.

Texts:

The following two texts are required. Students should purchase them in the Chaminade bookstore.

· Technology for Literacy Teaching and Learning. Author: William J. Valmont. Houghton Mifflin Company. © 2003. ISBN: 0-618-06855-4
· Technology Tools For Young Learners. Author: Leni Von Blanckensee. Eye on Education. © 1999.ISBN 1-883001-73-0

In addition to the required texts students will participate in the following:

· Readings from the World-Wide Web: selected by the students, to include but not limited to the following:

Newspapers:

Wall Street Journal

http://public.wsj.com/home.html
San Jose Mercury News

http://www0.mercurycenter.com/
San Francisco Examiner

http://www.examiner.com/
SF Gate - San Francisco Chronicle PM

http://www.sfgate.com/
Responsible Use Resources:

Computer Ethics Institute

http://www.brook.edu/its/cei/cei_hp.htm
Computer Security Day

http://www.geocities.com/siliconvalley/byte/8860/
Software and Information Industry Association (SIIA)

http://www.siia.net/
Computer Learning Foundation

http://www.computerlearning.org
· Readings from trade publications - selected by the students, for example: International Reading Association (IRA), Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD), etc.

· Thematic Units are available from http://www.Schoolexpress.com
· Optional (and really helpful) The Dummies books: HMTL for Dummies, EXCEL for Dummies, PowerPoint for Dummies, Microsoft Word for Duummies, etc. These types of books are extremely helpful in learning to use specific software applications and for gaining an understanding about web authoring.

Computer Requirements:

· Everyone will need to be able to access the Internet from a Chaminade computer. Therefore, if you do not have a user-id and password, you will be filling out paperwork the first night of our class to request an account be established for your use.

· Everyone will need an email account. AOL does not permit for a non-AOL user to send attached files to an AOL user. In a past ED 470 course, the students and instructor found it very useful for the AOL users to create a yahoo.com email account to use for this course. Instructions will be provided to those who need to do this.

Administrative Requirements:

Attendance:

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. If an emergency prevents attending, the instructor should be informed. 

Incompletes:

Incomplete may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond their control. The student and the instructor must sign the incomplete contract. It will specify when the work must be completed. Usually the work must be completed in 90 days. If it is not, then the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete contact.

Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism is a serious offense.

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own and may include but is not limited to the following:

· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the soured of the text is always mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

· Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Classroom Deportment (Please refer to the Student Handbook, Page 17).

Essential Points:

· Turn off beepers and phones during class or put on an alternative mode

· Smoking and alcoholic beverages are prohibited in all classrooms.

· Personal audiovisual equipment not relevant to the class are not permitted during class sessions.

· Dress code requires shoes and shirts.

Freedom of Expression (Please refer to the Student Handbook, Page 18):

· Students are free to express different opinions and views than those presented in the course but these diverse views must be grounded in research. Students are required to know the material presented in the class whether or not they agree with the specific bodies of knowledge set forth in the course.

· Students are expected to maintain academic standards set forth on the course syllabus.
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SYLLABUS: ED 470 

Technology for Teachers 

Week 1

 
Course Organization

· Preview Course Requirements

· Preview Course Syllabus

· Preview Textbooks

· Discussions about attendance

· Discussions about Chapter Leader Discussion Facilitators

· Discussion about the weekly mini papers

· Discussions about the final projects (paper and presentation)

· Discussions about the final exam

· Sign up as Chapter Leader Discussion Facilitators for chapter reading assignments

· Sign up for Final Project Presentations

· Fill out Chaminade Computer User Card. Must be turned in first night of class so the Computer Lab can establish user accounts for this course.

In class:

· How to Give Exciting Presentations 

· Some uses for PowerPoint and Excel in the a classroom community

· Introduction Information Technology

· View a video 

Assignments

· Reading for next week: Valmont book Chapters 1 – 2

· Write your first mini paper  

Week 2

Hand in first mini paper 

Chapter Leaders discuss Valmont book Chapters 1-2

In class: 

Conducting research

Information retrieval

Assignments

· Reading for next week: Valmont book Chapters 3-4

Week 3
Chapter Leaders discuss Valmont Book Chapters 3 - 4.

In class: 

WWW authoring

.htm .pdf .ppt .jpg .gif .mpg 

mailto 

hyperlinks

homepage

Parents’ page

newsletter

photos (protect the children)

educational philosophy

web sites for kids

lesson plans for teachers

Assignments

· Reading for next week: Valmont book Chapters 5 - 6

· Write your second mini paper  
Week 4

Hand in second mini paper (3)

Chapter Leaders discuss Valmont book Chapters 5-6

In class: 

Word processing

Newsletters to parents

Adobe Acrobat – creating pdf files

Assignments

· Reading for next week: Valmont book Chapter 7-8 

Week 5

Chapter Leaders discuss Valmont book Chapters 7-8

In class: 

E-portfolios (for yourself as a teacher/for your students)

Assignments 

· Reading for next week: Valmont book Chapters 9-10

· Write your third mini paper  
Week 6

 
Hand in your third mini paper

Chapter Leaders discuss Valmont book Chapters 9-10

In class: 

Databases

Spread sheets

Assignments

Reading for next week: Von Blanckensee book chapters 2 and 4
Week 7

Chapter Leaders discuss Von Blanckensee book chapters 2 and 4
Assignments

Reading for next week: Von Blanckensee book chapter 7

Work on your Final Projects – paper and presentations  

Week 8


Chapter Leaders discuss Von Blanckensee book chapter 7

Final Projects – 1/3 class will present their final project this week and turn in their project paper

Assignments

Work on your Final Projects – paper and presentations 

Final exam handed out

Week 9

 

Final Projects – 1/3 class will present their final project this week and turn in their project paper

Assignments

Work on final exam

Week 10


Final Projects – 1/3 class will present their final project this week and turn in their project paper

Final exam due 




Course Evaluations

Syllabus will be adjusted to meet the needs of the class.

