HANDOUT FOR WRITING THE COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS  Spr2019

OPTIONAL except for EID Majors.  DEADLINE:  April 23, 2019 before midnight.   An option is to submit a draft before spring break (March 29) for comments and suggestions.
The paper is to be submitted as a MS Word document only, sent to wtakeda@chaminade.edu – do not use Canvas for any correspondence.  Write thoroughly on 3 widely separated points of difference in 3 long paragraphs. Choose two widely separated works of art from the choices provided on a separate handout.  Make sure spelling and grammar checks are turned on.  

In writing a comparative analysis between two given works, you are to write in the following format. The first sentence of each paragraph will clearly state a specific and major point of difference between the two works; write this in BOLDFACE, which helps you stay on course  The remainder of the paragraph will clarify, illustrate and/or argue for that main point.  That first sentence is all important; it probably should mention both works, separated by a comparative conjunction such as "whereas".  Do not write a vague or throwaway first sentence; much time and thought must be given to this sentence. In the paragraph, do not wander from the point of the first sentence.


The second and third paragraphs should, like above, state a separate point of difference between the works. Make sure the areas of all paragraphs do not overlap, and that you do not repeat yourself in the subsequent arguments.

Include a bibliography; this may include url links.  Also include a page of photos of the two works. 

Two helpful hints:  1. Write down all the differences you can think of, then try to put them into three categories.  2. Read your paper aloud to a friend – if it doesn’t make sense to him/her, you need to edit it.  

Some common errors to be avoided: 

1. Inconsequential first sentences, e.g. "The Parthenon was built by the Greeks  whereas the Temple of Horus was built by the Egyptians." We are looking for specific and significant points of difference, not general historical fact. Get to the specific point immediately. In fact, bold-face this first sentence so you remember this point.

2. Comparing apples to oranges, e.g. "The Parthenon was primarily concerned with the exterior whereas the Temple of Horus was enormous." Size is not the same category or the opposite of exterior architectural concerns. 


3. Writing only about one work for the first half of the paragraph, then about the other in the second half. Compare immediately.  


4. Repeating yourself, saying the same thing in different words in the same paragraph and adding no further insight. This is called padding.  Repeating a point in another paragraph is also to be avoided. 

6. Straying from the paragraph’s first sentence point:  For example, if you are talking about interior versus exterior concerns, do not wander off the topic and write about the sculptural adornment on the work. 

EXAMPLE OF ONE PARAGRAPH: PARTHENON VS. TEMPLE OF HORUS (note the compound sentence connected by “whereas”)


The Egyptian temple, like Egyptian architecture in general, evinced an inhumanly mechanical perfection whereas Greek temples had adjustments which could be described as  humanistic sculptural changes. Greek columns leaned inward, the stylobate was slightly convex, and intervals between columns at the ends of the colonnade were smaller than interior intervals; these are refined adjustments not unlike a work of sculpture. By contrast, Egyptian architecture has always exhibited a dazzling perfection, even in extremely large buildings such as the fourth dynasty pyramids. Although purpose of the inward lean of columns and superstructure of doric temples is not known, the fact that they went through the trouble to make these adjustments is significant, especially as it made for structural imperfections. The relation between the humanistic philosophy of the Greeks and the Egyptian hankering after absolute perfection and predictability is striking. It parallels the extreme hierarchy of Egyptian society and the democratic, humanistic spirit of the Greeks. 

Your paragraph should be more extensive than the example given above.

PLAGIARISM is a serious academic offense.  Do not use words taken from your sources without crediting with footnotes, etc.  It is easy to recognize when you suddenly sound like a noted art historian.  Write everything your own words.  Plagiarism will result in a zero for the entire paper, and it will be counted, and the paper - it cannot be withdrawn. 

Include a bibliography with your sources. BETTER A 50% F POOR PAPER THAN A PLAGIARIZED 0% PAPER – DON’T RISK IT!
