Chaminade University Of Honolulu

Spring 2003 - ED 448 (01) Environmental Studies Thursdays, 5:45pm – 8:45pm


Room: ED 102

Instructor: Stephanie Mew


Office hours: By appointment

Phone: 386-5978
   


Email: stephaniemew@hotmail.com
RATIONALE


This course provides a foundation in ecological literacy and environmental education to enhance global awareness and environmental responsibility. Humankind has the unique capacity of all living beings to preserve, recreate or destroy entire ecosystems. Humans have the responsibility of stewardship toward all other species on planet Earth. Recognizing environmental issues, becoming aware of our constant inter-relationships with the Earth’s inhabitants and understanding how to educate others to make sound environmental choices through conscious ways of living and learning will be the emphasis of this course. 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be provided the opportunity to:

1. explore educational approaches surrounding ecological awareness that can positively affect societal transformation;

2. facilitate the development of environmental scientific knowledge and skills;

3. develop a sense of stewardship for all living beings and environments;

4. examine a range of environmental issues as they pertain to education’s role in transforming society;

5. read current research about ecological literacy and global awareness from the perspective of holistic educators;

6. develop an appreciation of nature that can lead to one’s own spiritual awakening and recognition of the interconnectedness of all life;

TEXTS

Required:

1. Braus, Judy and Wood, David.  Environmental Education in the Schools: Creating A Program That Works.  (photocopied text at CUH Bookstore).

2. Hawaii Content and Performance Standards HCPS II – Science Content Standards (available through the Hawaii DOE website)

Optional:

1. North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE). Excellence in Environmental Education-Guidelines for Learning (K-12)

2. NAAEE. Environment Education Materials: Guidelines for Excellence

3. NAAEE. Guidelines for the Initial Preparation of Environmental Educators

METHODS 

1. Lecture

2. Demonstration

3. Discussion

4. Discovery

5. Technology

6. Portfolio

7. Research

8. Lab Activities

9. Student Presentations

10. Lesson Plans

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

1. Attendance 

45 points (3 points per class)

2. Participation

45 points (3 points per class)

3. Reaction Papers (11)

55 points (5 points each paper)

4. Environmental Philosophy

15 points

5. Environmental Issue

30 points

6. Environmental Education Science Activity

30 points

7. Environmental Education Unit

50 points

8. Rationale (Written Final)

10 points

9. Self-evaluation

10 points

                                               Total points
 290 points

*2 points will be deducted each day for late assignments.

GRADES

261 – 290
A
Superior

232 – 260
B
Excellent

203 – 231
C
Average (precarious situation – must earn a “B” in education courses)

174 – 202
D

Below 173
F

Superior work includes, but is not limited to:

1. full attendance,

2. outstanding participation in discussions and labs,

3. all assignments turned in on time,

4. all written work,

a. uses correct spelling, punctuation, grammar etc;

b. is written in a style that is concise and reflects clear thinking, a clearly identified main point or theme, and is well organized;

c. demonstrates reflection, analysis, evaluation, and application where appropriate;

d. is presented professionally and aesthetically, typed using double space where appropriate.

ASSIGNMENTS AND RUBRICS FOR EVALUATION

1. Attendance: It is important to attend every class.  Full attendance means being on time for class as well as returning after breaks and staying until the end. Students should remember that one class session is equivalent to three regular classes. Therefore, more than one absence would necessitate withdrawal. 3 points per class for full attendance.
2. Participation: Participation is equally important. Students will earn points for coming to class prepared to discuss the reading material, participating in large and small group discussions,  and in lab activities.  3 points per class for full participation.

3. Reaction Paper: Reaction papers to assigned readings are due before each class. Please number and date each one. They should be a minimum of one and no more that two double spaced pages. Reaction papers are not intended to be summaries; they are intended to express your reactions to the readings in relation to your own personal experience.  1 point for turning assignment in on time; 1 point for correct grammar, syntax and spelling; 3 points for content, quality and succinctness of expressing ideas and for relating the readings to your personal experiences.  5 points possible for each paper.  Due: End of class.

4. Presentation: Environmental Philosophy – Each student will share with the class a book that reflects his/her environmental philosophy. This book can be appropriate for the future teaching level of the student. A short oral summary (5-10 minutes) is acceptable or the entire book can be read to the class, if time permits. 15 points possible.
5. Presentation: Environmental Issue -  Students may work in pairs to present a current environmental issue (15-20 minutes).  Application of the broader social, political and economic context of the issue is required. Partners should demonstrate at least two of the environmental ethics exemplified by the issue.  30 points possible.
6. Presentation: Environmental Education Science Activity -  Each student will conduct a short activity (5-10 minutes) to demonstrate an environmental science concept.  The activity should be appropriate to the student’s future teaching level. A lesson plan must be prepared for each member of the class. Students are expected to design a constructivist lesson. Students will be evaluated on their ability to involve fellow students in constructing their own learning and on finding ways to have them communicate their newly discovered understandings.  7 points for learning strategy; 7 points for student communication; 7 points for lesson structure, 2 points for staying within the allotted time limit, and 7 points for lesson plan. Students will also participate in the evaluation. 30 points possible.
7. Presentation: Unit Plan on an Ecosystem (not pertaining to Hawaii) – Students will choose and present an integrated lesson to the class focusing on an Ecosystem.  An organized unit with supporting materials should be shown to the instructor and on display for the class.  Students are expected to design a constructivist lesson. Students will be evaluated on their ability to involve fellow students in constructing their own learning and on finding ways to have them communicate their newly discovered understandings.  10 points for learning strategy; 10 points for student communication; 10 points for lesson structure, 5 points for staying within the allotted time limit, and 15 points for unit plan. Students will also participate in the evaluation.               50 points possible.
8. Rationale:  A rationale statement that demonstrates your understanding of why environmental education is important.   The focus of this rationale should be from NAAEE guidelines and current research. This statement should be substantial as it serves as your written final.  Writing standards for superior work will be applied.  10 points possible.   Due: May 1st.

9. Self-evaluation:  A self-evaluation indicating how well you think you functioned in the class, the level of effort expended both in and out of class, an assessment of your learning what grade you think you deserve and why.  10 points possible.   Due: May 1st.
THIS SYLLABUS WILL BE MODIFIED AS NECESSARY TO MEET STUDENT NEEDS.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

1. January 16

a. Introductions

b. Syllabus / Orientation to course

c. Environmental Educator

d. Sign-up for student presentations

e. Assignments:

i. Read:  Introduction and Chapter 1 of text

ii. Locate and Printout the Hawaii Content Standards and Performance (HCPS II) – Science Content. 

iii. Write: Reaction Paper #1 – Where does Environmental Education fit in the HCPS II Science Content Standards?  Compare HCPSII and NAAEE Guidelines for Learning. 

2. January 23:  

a. Discussion of readings

b. Student Presentations: Environmental Philosophy

c. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #1

d. Assignments:

i. Read: Chapter 2

ii. Write: Reaction Paper #2: Chapter 2 Questions to think about . . . 

3. January 30:  

a. Discussion of Chapter 2 and Reaction Paper

b. Student Presentations: Environmental Philosophy

c. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #2

d. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 3

ii. Write Reaction Paper #3: Chapter 3 Questions to think about . . .

4. February 6: 

a. Discussion of Chapter 3

b. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #3

c. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 4

ii. Write Reaction Paper #4: Think of an age group that you would be teaching. How can you help them develop their environmental ethic (morals, values, beliefs, attitudes)? 

5. February 13:  

a. Discussion of Chapter 4

b. Student Presentations Environmental Issue

c. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #4

d. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 5 

ii. Write Reaction Paper #5: Choose an environmental topic. Write a scope and sequence for grades K-6.  Use example on pp. 67-68 in text.

6. February 20:

a. Discussion of Chapter 5

b. Student Presentations Environmental Issue

c. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #5

d. Assignments:

i. Read:  Chapter 6

ii. Write: Reaction Paper #6: Using your environmental topic from last week. Write a 4MAT Lesson Plan (refer to pp. 80-81 and Appendix p.463).

7. February 27:

a. Discussion of Chapter 6

b. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #6

c. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 7

ii. Prepare Environmental Education Science Activity (you may choose one from the text or other resources).

8. March 6:

a. Discussion of Chapter 7

b. Student Presentations: Environmental Education Science Activity

c. Due:  1) Lesson Plan for Science Activity

d. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 8

ii. Write Reaction Paper #8: What local, national, and international resources are available?  Choose a resource that you would recommend. How do they measure against the NAAEE Environmental Education Materials: Guidelines for Excellence?

9. March 13:

a. Discussion of Chapter 8 

b. Student Presentations: Environmental Education Science Activity

c. Due:  1) Lesson Plan for Science Activity 

i. Reaction Paper #8

d. Assignments:

i. Read Chapter 9

ii. Write Reaction Paper #9: Using your environmental topic, create a rubric for assessment. What are your benchmarks, I can statements and evidence?

10. March 20:

a. Discussion of Chapter 9

b. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #9

c. Assignments:

i. Read – Look for a person(s) or group that is making a difference in our environment. Bring the article or news clipping to class.

ii. Write Reaction Paper #10: How does this person’s efforts inspire you? Write a reflection paper.

March 27
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

11. April 3:

a. Discussion of reading 

b. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #10

c. Assignments:

i. Research in your local library, on the web etc. for a total of 10 resources that support your environment education curriculum. They should cover various curriculum areas (i.e. art, music, language, math, science, etc.) 

ii. Write Reaction Paper #11:  Create a Bibliography of your findings.

12. April 10:

a. Discussion of research findings

b. Due:  1) Reaction Paper #11

c. Assignments:

i. Prepare Unit Plan on an Ecosystem 

13. April 17

a. Discussion

b. Student Presentations: Unit Plan on an Ecosystem

c. Due:  Ecosystem Unit Plan

d. Assignments:

i. Prepare Unit Plan on Ecosystem

14. April 24

a. Discussion 

b. Student Presentations: Unit Plan on an Ecosystem

c. Due:  Ecosystem Unit Plan

d. Assignments:

i. Complete: Rationale and Self-evaluation

ii. Prepare Unit Plan on Ecosystem

15. May 1

a. Course Assessment

b. Student Presentations: Unit Plan on an Ecosystem

c. Due: 1) Rationale, 2) Self-evaluation, 3) All Unit Plans

UNIT PLANS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP AT THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AFTER MAY 19TH.

ED 448 – ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

SIGN-UP FOR STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

	Educational Philosophy


	Educational Philosophy


	Environmental Issue


	Environmental Issue



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


ED 448 – ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

SIGN-UP FOR STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

	Environmental Activity


	Environmental Activity


	Ecosystem Unit


	Ecosystem Unit



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


ED 448 – ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

SIGN-UP FOR STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

	Ecosystem Unit



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	








PAGE  
1

