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RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY, AND SOCIAL ETHICS
 COURSE SYLLABUS
Course RE/PH/SO/ 338-90-2 
 (on-line) Instructor: Dr. Lilia Castle
 
Phone: 739-4628 off
E-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu
 
Office Hours: Skype: lilia.castle
 
Course Description: ( from the catalog)
 
Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy. Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy. Cross-listed with SO 338 and RE 338. Course offered annually. This course may be used to satisfy the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the Interdisciplinary requirement. Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level Religion course or any 100 level Philosophy course or consent of instructor.
 
Course Objectives:
The goal one is to promote students’ understanding of the religious foundations of development of man and society.
The goal two is to enable students to draw deeply on philosophical-religious traditions in ethics, while examining moral issues of public policies and institutions; to see religious belief as driving force behind social ethics and political events.
 
Program Learning Outcomes:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace;
5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
 
Course Learning Outcomes: Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:
1. An understanding of the predestination of man from the point of view of Christian religious philosophy and theology (PLO1)
2. An understanding of the moral concepts as necessary for the development of man, world and society (PLO3)
3. An understanding of the concepts of evil, goodness, freedom, destiny and other concepts essential for the Christian Tradition.(PLO4)
4. An ability to analyse from the religious point of view, the problems of modern society and how they affect the development of human individuality and personality;
5. An understanding of the religious foundations of the development of man and society. (PLO5)
 
Marianist Educational Philosophy 
 
Educate for formation in faith: The course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for their spiritual development. Students’ understanding of the transformative nature of religion and its necessity for the meaningful life increases for them the validity of faith.
 
Educate for family spirit: Religion occupies the fundamental place in every society thus being integral by its very definition.. This is why the central objective of this course is students’ understanding that the only meaningful direction of the development of mankind is toward the unity of the Divine humanity. 
 
Educate for adaptation and change:The changeability of the modern world seems to deem the importance of faith in man’s life. But the eternal questions are even sharper stand in front of each person. Where to look for the guidance, and who is the Guide? The course intends to prove that only the religious world outlook provides compelling answers to these questions.
 
Educate for service, justice and peace: Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. The philosophico-religious examination of the problems of modern society arms students to for better service to people and fight for Justice in modern post-secular society.
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
 
The course includes students’ reading, thinking and writing of varied type of papers. Writing has to be original and thoughtful. The prompt submissions of your writings are important for your success; one letter grade will be deducted for every day after the due date. Earlier submissions are welcomed.
 
ASSIGNMENTS:
A. After the reading of the materials for each module student will have to submit:
1. A paper with the six salient points of the chapter, or the section assigned in the syllabus ( 6%). Totally in five weeks you will submit 5  papers (totally- 30%) 
2. A  reflection papers of about 300 words on one of your the salient points you wrote for this week (6%).  Totally  you will write 5 papers, worth 30%: (6% x 5 )
 
B. A final dialogue: Write 4-5 pages dialogue (12; double space) on one of the problems discussed in your course reading providing its modern application. You can write a dialogue alone presenting pro- and contra- of the problem, or, with the partner. The theme of a dialogue may be chosen by a student and then confirmed by the instructor. Your own thoughts are highly appreciated and will add a value to your dialogue. Additional instructions on how to write a dialogue will be provided.
C. Power Point submission. The topics and the instructions are in module 7.
 
Course Grading: All the assignments are given specific letter and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
·  Final dialogue: 20%
·  Power Points submission- 20%
·  Reflection papers: 30%
·   Salient points: 30%
 
90-100-A
80-89- B
70-79- C
50-69- D
Below 50 - F 
 
Course Reading: Nicolas Berdiaev: The Destiny of Man”, tr. by Natalie Duddington; Semantron Press , 2009, 318 pp. ( one copy is in the library). Additional reading  will be posted on Canvas in PDF format.
 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
 
MODULE 1. The Ethics of Law and the Ethics of Redemption.
Reading:
• The origin of good and evil – in Berdyaev, Part I, Ch. II.
• The Social Character of the Law-in Berdyaev, Part II, Ch. I, section 3
• The Christian Morality as Morality of Strength-in Berdyaev, Part II, Ch. II , section 4
Writing:
• 6 Salient points on the Part II, Ch. II, section 3;
· FIRST reaction paper (250 words) relevant to one of the salient points of Part II, Ch. II; 
 
MODULE  2. Eschatological Ethics.
Reading:
• Berdyaev, Part III, Ch. III. Paradise. Beyond Good and Evil. pp. 284-298.
Writing: •
· 6 Salient points for Part III, Ch. III. 
· SECOND reaction paper (250 words)
 
MODULE  3.  The Ethics of Creativeness.
Reading:
Berdyaev, Part II, Ch.3. pp. 126-153
• The Nature of Creativeness.
• The creative nature of moral act.
• The part of Imagination in moral life.
Writing:
• 6 Salient points’ on part II, Ch.3
• THIRD reaction paper (250 words)
 
MODULE  4.  Christian views on the nature of the state, war, labor and technical progress.
Reading: 
• Berdyaev, Part II, Ch. IV, sections 6 & 7
Writing:
• 6 Salient points’ on Part II, Ch. IV, section7 (6%) 
• FOURTH reaction paper (250 words) , (6%) 
 
MODULE  5. Christian views on the concrete problems of ethics.
Reading: Part II, Ch. IV,
• Section 2.. On truth and falsehood;
• Section 3. Conscience and freedom
• Section 4 . Fear and Terror
• Section 5. Sex, marriage, Love
• Section 6. Human Ideals
Writing:
• 6 Salient points on ONE of the sections 2-6
• FIFTH reaction paper (250 words) on one of the sections 2-6 of Part II, Ch. IV 
 
MODULE 6.  Power point on one of the problems of modernity.
 
MODULE 7.  Working on the final dialogue. You can submit one draft for the feedback.
 
FINAL: submit your philosophical dialogue    by Dec.8.
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