Pre-Modern Russian History and Culture
                  Fall 2018
                  
COURSE SYLLABUS
 
 
Course                    	    HIST 422 01
Day/Time/Room:                  MWF 1:30am -2:20pm H 202
Instructor:                            Dr. Lilia Castle
Office Hours:                       MW 3:30:-5:00 (and by an appointment)
Phone:                                   739-4628 (office)
[bookmark: _GoBack]E-mail:                                  lcastle@chaminade.edu
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
 
The course explores the beginning, flourishing, and decline of the Russian Empire from the first Slavs until October Socialist Revolution of 1917. The course will provide fascinating insights on Russian life, long hidden behind the “iron curtain”. It includes lectures on Russian spirituality, literature, art, ballet, theater, folk art and other aspects of Russian life and culture.
Classes are augmented with slides, film sense, music, and folk art collections.
 
 
TEACHING GOAL:
 
Upon successful completion of the course students will learn how Russian people were shaped by their past and what major forces played significant role in changes and continuity of Russian history. Students will be aware of the religious roots of Russian cultural tradition, and will know the major historical, political and cultural events of Early Russian History. Students will learn to admire the achievements of Russian scientists, inventors, explorers, writers, and artists who made a significant contribution into Russian and world culture
 
 
THIS COURSE IS LINKED TO THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES:
 
Course Learning Outcome 1: Students will demonstrate an ability to outline the general chronology of Russian History from IX to beginning of XX century; demonstrate an understanding of causes, consequences, changes and continuity of major, historical, political and cultural events in History of Kievan Russia (IX-XV centuries), Moscovite Russia (XVI-XVIII) and Imperial Russia (XIX-XX).
 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the significance and the consequences of the adoption of Christianity, the transformation of Kievan State into the Muscovite Russia; of Mongolo-Tatar yoke, of the reforms of Peter the Great; the abolition of serfdom; the wars, and the revolutions of the Imperial Russia.
 
(linked to the Program Learning Outcome 1: Upon completion of the course, students will demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality; how to employ chronology to understand change and continuity, as well as cause and effect, in history)
 
Course Learning Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the great achievements of the outstanding representatives of Russian literature, art and science and their significant contribution into the world culture.
 
Course Learning Outcome 3: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major sources of Russian history and historiography and an understanding of different interpretations of Russian history and its periods offered in various theories, such as, Norman Theory, Eurasian Theory; theories of Westerners and Slavophils, Religious interpretation of history by Karsavin and Zenkovsky, and Marxists views on its course. They will demonstrate an ability to evaluate the perspectives of Russian and Western philosophers, sociologists, and political writers on wars, revolutions, reforms and other major events of Russian history in IX-XX centuries.
 
(linked to the Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will demonstrate an awareness of perspectives and interpretations, explaining historical events and political developments with multiple views and interpretations, thereby avoiding explanations that point to historical linearity or political inevitability.)
 
Course Learning Outcome 4: Students will demonstrate knowledge of Russian social institutions, military and financial organizations, economy, finances, agriculture, forestry, industry, trade, transportation and the dynamic of the population in different periods of Russian History.
 
Course Learning Outcome 5: Students will demonstrate comprehension of the internal and foreign policy of Russian ruler and the important position of the church in pre-revolutionary Russia. .
Course Learning Outcome 6: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major beliefs of Russian people, how people dressed, what food was available, and what type of housing they lived in including the connection between land, nature, geographical situation and the mode of life of Russian people.
 
Course Learning Outcome 7. Students will demonstrate an ability to read critically excerpts from the original texts (in translation); to better formulate questions, to write clearly and concisely with well-developed ideas.
 
ORGANIZATIONAL THEME: MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
 
The Marianist Tradition is presented in this course through showing the religious foundation of Russian culture. Students will demonstrate an awareness of the religious foundations of every cultural tradition in the world including their own.
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
 
All students are expected to attend all classes; to read and study each reading assignment. All tests will measure the student’s grasp of lectures and the readings.
Students are expected to read excerpts from additional books and articles relevant to selected topics of the course. The class is generally a lecture course, but there will be a lot of opportunities for the discussions and students’ presentations.
Attendance: Students are expected to be prepared, and participate in all class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and irrelevant conversations during the lecture.
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:
 
· Two exams, a quiz, class discussions, one group presentation, homework assignments.
· All exams’ questions will come from this syllabus, outlines and homework
 
SOME THEMES FOR THE PRESENTATIONS:
 
1. The symbolic meaning of the images of Russian Fairy Tales.
2. Russian folk art in modern film.
3. Russian Chronicles on life on ancient Slavs.
4. Russian Chronicles on Mongolo-Tatar invasion.
5. Correspondence of Ivan the Terrible with Prince Kurbsky.
6. The Life of the Archpriest Avvakum by himself.
7. The personality of Catherine the Great as depicted in her Memoirs.
8. The development of Russian science in XIX century: mathematics; physics, biology; astronomy (Tsiolkovsky); chemistry (Mendeleev)/
9. The exploration of the Far East: Przhevalsky, Bering, Laptev, Semenov Tian-Shansky.
10. The operations of Russian-American Fur Company
11. Russian Missions to Japan.
12. Russian discoveries of the North. Britnev’s invention of the Icebreakers.
13. Russian Immigrants in Europe after 1917.
14. The founding of the first Russian permanent theater: Feodor Volkov.
15. Stanislavsky’s system and its significance for the development of the world drama.
16. The Silent movie in Russia (Protasanov, Eizehshtein)
17. The Hermitage.
18. The beginning of Russian Photography.
19. Diagilev and Ballet Rus in Paris.
20. V. Nezhinsky: his dance and the tragic life.
21. Life and creativity of one of the Russian artists, composers, or musicians.
22. The origin and the collection of the Tretyakov Gallery.
 
COURSE GRADING
All tests will be given a specific letter and number grade and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
 
90-100           A                      Midterm Exam           20%
80-89             B                     Final Exam                 20%
70-79             C                     Quiz                              20%                                               
60-69             D                     Discussions               10%            
Below 60       F                      Presentations             10%                                                                                                Homework                   20%
                                                                  
EXTRA HELP
 
I will provide extra help for any student who will request it.
 
COURSE TEXTS:
Land of the Firebird: The Beauty of Old Russia by Suzanne Massie (N.Y.1980)
 
OPTIONAL READING:
 
1. A History of Russia by George Vernadsky, Yale University Press, New Haven, 1969.
2. Avvakum, The life of the Archpriest Avvakum by Himslef, Transl. by V.Nabokov (n.y., 1960)
3. Icons: Theology in Color by Prince E. Trubetskoi, 1973
4. The Meaning of Icons, by Leonid Ouspensky, and Vl.Lossky. N. Y.       1982.
5. Art and Culture in Nineteenth-Century Russia, Theofanis George Stavrov. Ed. (Indiana Press)
6. Bulgakov, S.N., “Heroism and Service: Thoughts on the Religious Character of the Russian Intelligentsia”; Russian Review (London), Vol. III (1914)
7. Bulgakov, S.N., “The Russian Publica and Religion” Russian Review (London_, Vol. I (1912)
8. Bulgakov, S.N., The Orthodox Church (N.Y. and London 1935)
9. Benois, A., The Russian School of Painting (London, 1916)
10. Berdiaev, N., The Russian Idea, Transl. by R. French (London 1947)
11. Fedotov, G.P., A Treasury of Russian Spirituality (N.Y., 1948)
12. Fedotov, G.P., The Russian Religious Mind. Vol. I Kievan Christianity: 10-13 cc (Cambridge, Mass., 1946); Vol. II The Middle Ages: 13-1555 cc. Ed., by J. Meyendorff (Cambridge, Mass., 1966)
13. Florensky,Pavel, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth, Princeton University Press, New Jersey,1997
14. Ivanov,Viacheslav, Selected Essays,tr.by Robert Bird (Northwetern University Press/Evanstone, Illinois, 2001)
15. Nikolai Karamzin, Karamzin's Memoir on Ancient and Modern Russia: ATranslation and Analysis (Ann Arbor Paperbacks for the Study of Russian and Soviet History and Politics), trans. Richard Pipes. University of Michigan Press (April 30, 2005)
16. Klyuchevsky, V.O., “St. Sergius: The Importance of His Life and Work,” Russian Review, Vol. 2 (London, 1913)
17. Lossky, N.O., History of Russian Philosophy (N.Y., 1951)
18. Miliukov, P., etc., History of Russia, Transl. from French by C.L. Markmann, 3 vols. (N.Y., 1968)
19. Obolensky, D., “Byzantium, Kiev and Moskow: A Study in Ecclesiastical Relations,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers, No. 11 (Cambridge, Mass., 1957)
20. Ouspensky, L.A. The Theology of Icons of the Orthodox Church.
21. Rozanov, V.V., Fallen Leaves, Transl. by S.S. Koletiansky (London, 1920
22. Rozanov, V.V., Selected Works, Ed. By G. Ivask (N.Y. 1956)
23. Soloviev, V.S., Lectures on Godmanhood (Poughkeepsie, 1944; London, 1948)
24. Soloviev, V.S., Russia and the Universal Church, Transl. by H. Rees (London, 1948)
25. Soloviev, V.S., War, Progress and the End of History, Transl. by A. Bakstry (London, 1915).
26. Soloviev, A.V., Holy Russia: The History of a Religious-Social Idea (N.y., 1959)
27. Soloviev, V.S., A Solovievi Anthology, Ed. By S.L. Frank (London, 1950)
28. Vekhi, ___, Constantin Leontieff (Paris, 1937), “Signposts: A Collection of Articles on the Russian Intelligentsia, 1909, “Transl. by M. Shatz, etc., Canadian Slavic Studies, Vol. II, No. 2, Summer 1968
29. Zenkovsky, V.V., A History of Russian Philosophy, 2 vols. (N.Y. 1953), “Russian Thinkers and Europe” (Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1953)
30. Zenkovsky, S.A., Medieval Russian Epics, Chronicles, and Tales (N.Y 1963)
31. Russian Chronicles -(http://faculty.washington.edu/dwaugh/rus/rusprim.html (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
 
1. Readings on Russian History and Culture, Ed.by Ivar Spector and Marion Spector. (Allyn and Bacon,Inc.Boston,1965)
2. A History of Russia by George Vernadsky
3. An Introduction to Russian History, Ed. By Robert Auty and Dmitri Obolensky (Cambridge Univ. Press)
4. Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, A History of Russia,.-Oxford University Press
5. Orlando Figes, Natasha’s Dance: A Cultural History of Russia. Picador (2003)
6. Decter, Jacqueline, Nicholas Roerich: The Life & Art of a Russian Master (1989) 
7. I. E. Repin (NY: Harry N., Abrams, 1980)
8. V. Vasnetsov (Leningrad: Aurora, 1981)
9. Ivan Bilibin (NY: Harry N. Abrams, 1981)
10. Nikolai Vasilevich Gogol, The Complete Tales of Nikolai Gogol (Volume 1) (Paperback) tr. Leonard J. Kent. University Of Chicago Press; Reprint edition (, 1985)
11. Lermontov, M.Yu. A Hero of Our Time, trans. Vladimir Nabokov, Penguin Classics [this is the preferred edition)
12. Lermontov, M. Yu. A Hero of Our Time, trans. J.H. Wisdom and Marr Murray, BiblioBazaar, 2007
13. Pushkin, A.S., The Complete Prose Tales of AlexandrSergeyevitch Pushkin (Paperback), tr. Gillon R. Aitken. W. W. Norton & Company; Norton Pbk edition ( 1968)
14. Pushkin, A.S., Eugene Onegin: A Novel in Verse, trans. James E. Falen. Oxford University Press, USA
 
CLASS SCHEDULE
 
Week 1 
 
· Pre-test 
· Geographic limits of Russian expansion.
· Eurasia as its natural area. Ethnological limits of Russian expansion.
· The nomadic tribes of Eurasia. Scythians; Sarmatians; Alans; Goths; Huns; Turks; Avars; Khazars. New discoveries.
· The periods of Russian history.
 
Homework: Read –Handouts; Massie: Chapter1.
 
                        
 
Week 2       
 
· The Formation of Kievan State. Norman Theory.
· The role of Byzantium. Rurik, Truvor, Sineus. 
· Political organization; Economy; and the Lifestyle of Kievan State in pre-Mongol period.
· Russian chronicles on the first Russian rulers. The expansion of Kievan state:
· Prince Sviatoslav. Prince Oleg. Prince Igor. Princess Olga.
· Representation of Ancient Slavs in literature and art: The Tale of Igor’s Campaign; Pushkin’s Oleg the Seer; Nicholoas Roerich’s ”The Messenger”;. Opera by Alexander Borodin Prince Igor.” 
 
Homework: Read- Handouts, Massie: Ch.1; 2
 
Themes for presentations due.
 
 
Week 3
 
· Prince Vladimir the Saint. Conversion to Christianity.
· Prince Yaroslav the Wise. The beginning of Russian Law: Russian Justice. 
· The Religious Beliefs of Ancient Slavs.
· Russian Folklore: songs, bylina, Fairy Tales.
· The reflection of Russian pre-Christian beliefs in Tarkovsky’s the Night of Ivan Kupala and Dargomizhskii’s opera ”Rusalka”. 
 
Homework: Read – Massie: Chapter 2; Handouts.
 
 
Week 4   
 
· The Appendage Russia: Internal and external struggle.
· Mongols’ invasion. Grand Duke Dmitri Donskoy, the Kulikovo battle. The end of Mongols’ yoke.
· Prince Alexander Nevsky. Novgorodian Institutions and Life.
· Film of Eisenstein: Alexander Nevsky. 
 
Homework: Read- Massie:Chapter 3; Handouts
 
 
Week 5   
 
Religious Arts and Culture in Kievan State:
· Language and Literature. 
· Lay of the Destruction of Russia; Lay of Igor Campaign; Life of St. Sergius of Radonezh.. Religious philosophy of Josef of Volok.
· Church Architecture and Art. Monasteries of Russia. 
· Russian Icons: Evolution, Theological meaning, and Symbolism;
· Scenes from Andrei Rublev . 
 
Class work: Discussion of the religious meaning of Russian Church Art 
Homework: Read – Handouts; Massie: Chapter 2; 3, 4 
 
 
Week 6   
 
· The Tsardom of Moscow in 16th and 17th 
· The Rise of Moscow and the fall of Novgorod.
· The First Muscovite dynasty. The Reign of Ivan III and Basil III. .
· The Reign of Ivan the Terrible . Russian Territorial Expansion in XVI century
· The Livonian War and Oprichnina.
· The Political and Religious Thought in time of Ivan IV.
· Culture in Moscovite Russia. Fine Arts.
· The Beginning of Russian Book-printing.
· The correspondence of Kurbsky with Ivan the Terrible 
· Eisenshtein: Ivan the Terrible 
 
Class Assignment: Students’ presentations
Homework: Read – Handouts; Massie: Chapter 4, 5, 6
 
 
Week 7  
 
· The Reign of Boris Godunov. Time of Trouble.
· The Union of Ukraine and Moscovite Russia. Cossacks.
· The Religious Crisis.Schism; Nikon and Archpriest Avvakum.
· The Arts of Moscow Kremlin.
 
Homework: Read- Handouts; Massie: Chapter 6,7.
 
 
MIDTERM EXAM
 
 
 
Week 8   
 
· The Imperial Russia in XVIII. Peter the Great: His Childhood, Youth and personality. The friends of Peter’s “Nest”. Great Northern War. The International Relations under Peter I.
· The Reforms of Army, Navy, Administration; Education and Culture.
· The Development of National Economy.
· The controversial Evaluations of the Reforms of Peter the Great: Pogodin vs. Kliuchevsky.
· Peter the Great as depicted in Russian Literature and Music of XIX century: The Bronze Horseman by Alexander Pushkin; Poltava and Mazepa by Peter Tchaikovsky, 
· Petersburg as an Imperial Capital of Russian State.
· Geographical Discoveries of the XVIII-XIX centuries: Semen Dezhnev; Mikhail Lomonosov; the Discovery of the Bering Strait.
· 
 
Homework: Read- Handouts; Massie: Chapter 8
 
 
 
Week 9     
 
· The Russian Empire in XVIII.
· The Reign of Catherine I; Anne Ioanovna; Elisabeth; Peter III.
· The Expansions in the Far East; Policy in the Middle East.
· Population Growth. The Gentry and the Expansion of Serfdom.
· The first merchants and Industrialists: Stroganovs – 
· Michael Lomonosov - an outstanding scholar of Elizabethan time.
 
Homework: Read –Handouts; Massie: Chapters 9.
 
 
 
Week 10
 
· Catherine the Great and her Reforms. The Legislative Commission.
· Foreign Affairs: Balkan Project; Russia and Turkey; Partitioning of Poland. Industry and Trade. Peasants and Gentry. Pugachev’s 
· Cultural development 1700-1850.
· Social criticism: Radishev, Journey from Petersburg to Moscow. 
· Education; Smolni Institute; Literature and Theater. Fine Arts and Music.
· Catherine the Great in memoirs
· 
 
Class Assignment: Students’ presentations.
Homework: Read- Handouts and Massie: Chapters 10
 
 
Week 11 
 
· The Reign of Emperor Paul. Russian –Turkish War.
· Alexander I: Administrative Reforms; Foreign policy; Wars with Napoleon; Holy Allience; The December Uprising of 1825.
· The Reign of Nicholas I: Crimean war. Economic and Social Development; Trade and Transportation.
· Russian Culture in the first half of XIX.
· Education: Imperial Lyceum;
· Science: Mathematics; Nicholas Lobachevsky; Astronomy (the building of the Pulkovo Observatory); achievements in Physics Chemistry, and Oriental Studies.
· Great geographical discoveries: Bellinghausen, Antarctic continent.
· Historical Science: Karamzin.
· Language and Literature: Zhukovsky, Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol, Griboedov.
· Arts and Music.
· The interpretations of Russian History in the views of Westernizers vs. Slavofils.
 
Class Assignment: Students’ presentations and discussion
Homework: Read- Handouts and Massie: Chapter 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16
 
 
 
Week 12
 
· The Great Reforms of Alexander II. The Emancipation of Serfs. The radicalism and the assassination of Alexander II.
· The economic and political development under the reign of Alexander III and Nicholas II. Industrialization of Russia. The peasant question.
· Stolypin’s policy and his assassination.
· The expansion in Asia. Trans-Siberian Railway.
· Witte. Foreign policy: Crisis in the Far East. Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905.
· Political Parties in Russia at the Beginning of XX. “Bloody Sunday” and the Revolution of 1905. The Constitutional Government. Dumas.
 
Class Assignment: Students’ presentations and discussion
                       Homework: Read – Handouts; Chapters 17, 18, 19; prepare for the presentations
 
 
Week 13
 
· Russia in the First World War. Russian Attitude toward War. Political Crisis.
· The March Revolution. The Provisional Government and Soviets. Kerensky.
· The November Revolution of 1917. The peace of Brest Litovsk.
· The Civil war and the foreign intervention. The assassination of Romanovs’ family.
 
Class Assignment: Discussion on WWI and issues of the Revolution
Homework: Handouts; prepare for the discussion
 
 
 
 
Week14 
 
· Russian Science of XIX-beg.XX: Astronomy (Tsiolkovsky, Beredikhin),
Chemistry. (Mendeleev); Genetics ((Vavilov); Mathematics (Kovalevskaya);
Physiology (Pavlov); Physics (Popov); Biology; Medicine(Pirogov, Filatov)
· Geographical discoveries (Przhhevalsky, Laptevs,. Semenov Tian-Shansky. Nicholas Roerich).
 
Homework: Read- Handouts
 
 
Week 15      
 
 
· Russian Literature of XIX-beg. XX. : Tolstoy’s Pan-moralism of
· The Religious World of M. Dostovsky ( Poor Folks; White Nights; Crime and Punishment; Notes from Underground) and T. N. Leskov (The Sealed Angel; The Enchanted Wanderer); Eschatology and Demonology in A. Block and M. Lermontov; Psychologism of Russian Drama: A. Ostrovsky, A.Chekov. 
· Fine Arts of XIX-beginning XX century.
· M.Tretyakov and his Art Gallery.
· The creativity of the World of Art 
· The Innovations in Pictorial art of
· Imperial Eggs of Faberzhe 
· The Creativity of Russian Composers: Tchaikovsky, Mighty Five, Stravinsky. 
· The development of Russian Ballet: the School of Agrippina Vaganova; Russian seasons of Diagilev; Creativity of V. Nizhinsky.
· Scientific Journals and their role in Cultural life of Russian society in XIX century.
 
Students’ presentations
     Homework: Read- Handouts; Massie: Chapters 19. 22, 23,24,25,26.
 
 
FINAL EXAM - Dec.4 -11:00-1:00
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