RE 314-95 Hebrew Scriptures
Fall Semester – October 1 – December 12, 2018
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Van Deren
PHONE:

808-277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.vanderen@chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Textbook: McKenzie, Steven L and John Kaltner. The Old Testament, Its Background, Growth and Content. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2007.

Bible: New American Bible (NAB) OR on-line http://www.usccb.org/bible  
Course Description 


This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand year journey of faith.  The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail.  An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity.  The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored.  Prerequisites: RE103, RE205, or RE211.  This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.   
Religious Studies Program Student Learning Outcomes linked to this course are:

1) Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;

4) the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

5) the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values; 
Student Learning Outcomes: At the end of the course, students will be able to:

1) identify key events and person within the Hebrew Scriptures;
2) describe various genres within the Old Testament and their function;

3) discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes, such as God’s relationship with humanity, covenant, salvation;

4) analyze the historical and cultural influences on the development and interpretation of the Old Testament;

5) explain the major themes of the Hebrew Scriptures and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths, and to contemporary society by applying appropriate hermeneutics of the historical-critical method;

Student Assessment
Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Reading assignment reflections



250 points (25 weekly)

· Essays







100 points (2)
· Online participation: (posting and responding to classmates)
250 points (25 weekly)
· Final Paper






400 points
Total possible points: 1000
 Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%


The course will accomplish its objectives through reading assignments, on-line threaded discussions and exams.

    Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.
· Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
        1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;      
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
                 4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

· Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
1.  Supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible resources. 
2.  Utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.

3.  Using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  

 

There may also be an “Instructor Response” giving feed back on your answers and responses.  It is mandatory that everyone reads and responds back to the Instructor when posted as it is considered a part of your on-line participation.  Failure to respond to Instructor will result in loss of participation points.

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board system, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.
 
Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.
Reflection Papers:  There are (2) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  
Papers should be no less than 2 pages, are double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. Essays should have a clear thesis, depth, logical sequences, accurate grammar and spelling.   Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
If you are quoting from the text or other sources, you must cite your resources properly using MLA, APA or CMS style.  Select one style and use for all your assignments. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s) with version listed afterward, such as KJC, NRSV, NAB. 

You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.
Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion board. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to the question and your reaction to others’ answers. 
Weekly posts consist of: (See schedule below)
1. An in-depth response to readings question; 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by two other persons group; 
3. Response to others’ reactions/questions to your initial post; 
Points will be deducted if you do not post on the discussion board in a timely manner. (e.g. posting your week one discussion question during week 2). Please be sure to read the On-line etiquette.
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday (midnight) 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Saturday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Sunday 
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and posted.


 

In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, emails, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday (for Discussion Starters); Thursday (to view your Discussions); and Saturday (for second Discussion posting/ quizzes, etc.)  
Just a reminder on the Three Rs of Online Etiquette
 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking” and it becomes the receiving person’s perception on how your words were said.  Once words are posted there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

Please keep in mind that everyone is entitled to their opinions and there should be NO put-downs, name calling, or other hurtful remarks.  It is a time for growth, to look at other opinions or options, to stretch us, that is what learning is all about.  As the instructor I do reserve the right to delete any postings that I deem disrespectful.
May the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.
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  SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	Week One
	Introduction 


	Read Kaltner text pages 1-53

	Week Two Part One – Torah


	Intro to the Torah-The Primeval History

Adam and Eve

After the Garden
 
	Read pgs. 57-65
Read pgs. 66-71

Read pgs. 72-83



	Week Three
The Hebrew Patriarchs
	Abraham
Jacob

Joseph

Reflection paper #1:
Read Jacob’s struggle with God (Gn 32:23-32) Describe a time when you wrestled with God or his word. What did you want to do? What did the Lord want you to do? Who won the struggle? How did you feel afterwards? 
Added Reflection: A beautiful sky can reveal God’s glory; describe the most spectacular sky you ever saw. 
	Read pgs. 84-92
Read pgs. 93-98

Read pgs. 99-106


	Week Four From Egypt to the Promised Land
	Exodus
The Law

Wilderness Traditions


	Read pgs. 107-113
Read pgs. 114-123

Read pgs. 124-136

	Week Five
Part Two – The Former Prophets Into the Promised Land
	Deuteronomy
Joshua

Judges

Watch the following on You Tube:  Mystery of the Bible – The Prophets: Soul Catcher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuUZYMCgcyM&list=PL9418CA081CBAD52E&index=2
	Read pgs. 137-145
Read pgs. 146-155

Read pgs. 156-164


	Week Six The United Kingdom
	The Beginning of the Monarchy in Israel
The Rise of David

The reigns of David and Solomon
The Divided Kingdom

The Division and its Consequences

From Ahab to the Fall of Israel

The End of Judah

	Read pgs. 165-171
Read pgs. 172-178

Read pgs. 179-185
Read pgs. 186-192
Read pgs. 193-200

Read pgs. 201-210

	Week Seven

	Intro to the Latter Prophets 

The Preexilic Prophets First Isaiah, Micah, 

                Hosea and Amos
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah

	Read pgs. 211-224
Read pgs. 225-237

Read pgs. 238-245


	Week Eight The Exilic Prophets

	Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Second Isaiah


	 Read pgs. 246-255

Read pgs. 256-264

Read pgs. 265-273


	Week Nine

The Post Exilic Prophets
	Read pgs. 107-113

Read pgs. 114-123

Read pgs. 124-136
Reflection paper #2:

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and look up song lyrics to Turn, Turn, Turn.  The song was popular in the early ‘70s at the height of the Viet Nam war.  What was the message the author was conveying and how can the song be relevant today? Does the author offer anything resembling an explanation for the presence of evil in the world?   
	Read pgs. 274-282

Read pgs. 283-288

Read pgs. 289-302



	Week Ten
Final Exam 

	
	


