Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall, 2018
RE 609/414 Johannine Writings and Revelation
St. Stephen’s Diocesan Center
9/14-15, 10/12-14, 11/9-11: 7-8:50 p.m., 9-11:50 a.m., 1:30-2:20 p.m.

Instructor: Fr. Paul Fitzpatrick, S.M.
Office: Henry Hall, 208 D
Phone: (O) 739-8341
E-mail: paul.fitzpatrick.chaminade@gmail.com
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Course Description 
	The course introduces the four areas significant for foundational background in uncovering the meaning of the text of John’s Gospel, as an aid to the preaching: 1) Authorship, Dating and Place of Composition; 2) Textual Strategy, Structure and Literary Devices; 3) Theology of the Fourth Gospel; 4) Place in the Life of the Receiving Community.  	Passages of the Fourth Gospel significant in the Lectionary will also be covered, among which will be included the Prologue (Ch. 1), the Samaritan Woman (Ch. 4), the Man Born Blind (Ch. 9), the Raising of Lazarus (Ch. 11), the Eucharistic Discourse (Ch. 6), the Good Shepherd (Ch. 10), the Farewell Discourse (Chs. 13-17), the Commissioning of Peter (Ch. 21).
	The third segment of the course, the Book of Revelation, situates that book’s plot in the context of ANE religious myths through a discussion of the theme “The Final Battle.”  The historical situation of the receiving community will be given, and a review of the literary characteristics of the Apocalypse Genre, as presented in our study of the Book of Daniel, will also be presented. A systematic discussion of the symbolic meanings of the personalities and sacred objects used by John to convey his message will follow with a central focus on texts used in the Lectionary.
	
Student Learning Outcomes
             1) The students will be able to analyze and present the social-historical contexts for the origins of the message of the Gospel and the Book of Revelation as they impacted the receiving communities in the text’s formation process.
            2) The students will develop an ability to distinguish the theological intentions of the Evangelist and Redactor in the Fourth Gospel and the Author of Revelation as they played out in the cultural environment of the receiving community.
            3) The students will be able to articulate the challenging aspects of faith community formation in the narrative of the Fourth Gospel and the Book of Revelation.
            4) The students will determine the components that contribute to the formation of a just and peaceful society in the teaching of Jesus as presented in the Fourth Gospel and the Book of Revelation.
            5) The students will develop the ability to identify and discuss the interconnectedness of the messages of the Fourth Gospel and the Book of Revelation with our contemporary world, and their meaning and relevance for our contemporary world.

Methodology
	The course will accomplish its objectives through lecture, small group discussion, large group report, on-line assigned essays on key lectionary texts, and on-line threaded discussions.

Course Requirements
	Class attendance and active participation. If you are excused by the teacher due to business travel or family concerns, you are required to watch the Vimeo recording at Vimeo.com/deacons and submit the essay on the six hour lecture through e-mail.
	Punctual completion of assigned essays and on-line discussions. 
	Active, prepared participation in on-line discussions.
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Semester Calendar of Topics, by Segments
Segment One: 9/16-10/11 	John’s Gospel, Introductory Topics: Author, Date, Place of Composition, Literary Strategy, Structure, Literary Devices,
  				Theology, Place in the Life of the Community. The Prologue.

Segment Two: 10/14-11/8	Johannine Lectionary Texts: Samaritan Woman, Man Born Blind, Lazarus, Eucharistic Discourse, Good Shepherd, Farewell Discourse, Commissioning of Peter.

Segment Three: 11/11-12/13Revelation: ancient Near Eastern Origins of Plot, Situation in the 
Life of the Receiving Community, Review of the Literary Characteristics of the Apocalypse Genre, Discussion of the Meaning of Lectionary Texts.
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