Forensic Anthropology (FS 450)

 Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall 2018
Term:

Fall 2018




Time:

TR: 5:30-6:50 PM
Instructor:
Robert W. Mann, PhD



Room:

Henry 104


bobvara@gmail.com



Cell phone:
268-5210
This course, Forensic Anthropology, will focus on a variety of topics in anthropology related to forensic science.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of anthropology and human osteology as they apply to forensic science.  The course focuses on the human skeleton and will teach the student how to identify and side human bones and teeth; provide an understanding of taphonomy and how to formulate an expanded biological profile consisting of an individual’s age at death, ancestry (race), sex, stature (height), trauma, disease, and identity.  The student will be provided training in cause and manner of death, the proper handling of human remains, and the importance of “bench notes” in a forensic context. The student will also receive instruction in osteometrics, human non-metric skeletal traits, archaeological recovery, and X-rays.  The course will include slide presentations of actual police and medical examiners cases, and hands-on analysis of both real and plastic bones.  Students will work in teams to analyze and report their findings of a forensic anthropology “cold case.” Each team will present its findings in a PowerPoint presentation to the instructor and class. Student grades are based on both individual and group/team effort. Office hours by appointment 30 minutes before or after class.
Objectives:  At the end of this course the student should:


1.  Be able to identify and side human bones;

2.  Be able to formulate a basic expanded biological profile of human bones and teeth;

3.  Have a basic understanding of skeletal growth, development, remodeling, trauma, disease, and personal

     identification;


4.  Understand the basic concepts of human non-metric traits, anomalies, and osteometrics.


5.  Have a basic understanding of human recovery (archaeological) methods.

Grading:


The point spread for grading is as follows:





Exam 1
(written)


30 %





Case report  (Powerpoint pres.)
20 %




Exam 2 (practical bone ID) 
20 %




Final Exam (written)

20 %




Class participation

10%
Total



100 %

Grading Scale:





90-100%

=
A





80-89%


=
B




70-79%


=
C




60-69%


=
D





59 % and lower              =
F

Required Textbook:   Introduction to Forensic Anthropology (4th or 5th edition), by Steven Byers.  Selected handouts will be provided by the instructor.
Suggested (helpful, but not required) Textbook: The Bone Book, by Robert W. Mann (2017).

Forensic Anthropology 450 Syllabus (FS 450) 
Date


Topic (subject to change)
Aug 21


Introduction and Overview of Forensic Anthropology (Ch. 1 and 2)
Aug 23


The Human Skull (hands-on with bones) (Handout: 6 Views of Skull) (Byers Ch. 2)



Asssign forensic anthropology teams

Aug 28


Chest, Arms and Hands (Handout: Skeletal Diagram) (Byers Ch. 2)
Aug 30


Osteology Review/Practical

Sep 4      

Hips, Legs, and Feet (Byers Ch. 2)
Sep 6


Independent Osteology Review/Practical (entire skeleton)

Sep 11


Determining Age and Sex from the Skeleton (Byers Ch. 8 and 9)
Sep 13


Estimating Ancestry/Race (Byers Ch. 7)
Sep 18


Stature, Osteometrics and Non-metric Traits (Byers Ch. 10)
Sep 20


Skeletal Trauma (Byers Ch. 11, 12, 13 and 14)  

Sep 25


Skeletal Trauma: Antemortem, Perimortem and Postmortem

“Eggheads” and “Coconuts” to simulate cranial trauma

Sep 27
Skeletal Pathology (disease) (Byers Ch. 15)

Assign Forensic Anthropology (FA) “Cold Cases” (Presentations on Nov 6)
Oct 2
Instructor Case Report: From Recovery to Identification: The House of Horrors (work on FA Cases)
Oct 4
Taphonomy and the the Postmortem Interval (Byers Ch. 5)

Methods of Identification (Byers Ch. 18)
Oct 9
Work on FA Cases



Review and prep for First Written Exam

Oct 11


Work on FA Cases



Review for Written Exam

Oct 16


Written Exam (30% of grade) 

Oct 18


Return Exam to students




Instructor Case Reports: The Ewa Mummy
Oct 23


Work on FA Cases (“Slam: Bone Disease in max of 30 Minutes” (teams)

Oct 25


Work on FA Cases
Oct 30
Work on FA Cases (PowerPoint presentations to the class will be given on Nov 6 – 20% of overall grade)

Nov 1
Work on FA Cases (prep for presentation to class)  

Nov 6


Student presentations (PowerPoint of Forensic Anthropology Cases to Class) 
Nov 8


Prepare for bone practial exam
Nov 13


Exam (bone practical exam and the Black Box– 20% of overall grade)
Nov 15


Instructor Case Reports: A Florida Floater; A Man and His Cats
Nov 20


Instructor Case Reports: 25 Years to Die
Nov 22
Thanksgiving (no class) 

Nov 27
Instructor Case Report: The Last Camp Site
Nov 29
Instructor Case Reports: Jeffrey Dahmer’s First Victim
Dec 4
Final Exam (writen) same time and classroom 20% of overall grade

You should read the appropriate chapter(s) in your Byers’ book in accordance with the classroom topic of the day/week.

Class participation and professionalism in the classroom and lab are 10% of your overall grade.

Policies and Expectations (aka Class Etiquette): 

PLEASE…

1) Turn off all electronic devices and cellphones (or put on “stun”) and put them away when class begins.  You are welcome to make or take a call at any time, but please step outside the classroom to do so. Using cell phones in class may result in the loss of points for class participation. 
2) Computers and other electronic devices may only be used during the LAB portion of class for researching skeletal analysis (not for email or social pages), but not during class presentations or discussion.

3) No food or drink allowed on tables with remains or near skeletons as it is disrespectful and can contaminate the evidence and remains (these are biohazards in anatomy, skeletal, police, and ME labs).
4) Lab portions of this class are intended to simulate working in an acutal crime or anatomy lab and will be handled as such, hence the use of  hand-written “bench notes,” evidence handling, photography, etc. 
5) Turn in assignments on time, as you may be penalized or lose points (or not accepted at all) if you turn them in late.

6) If you’re sleepy, tired, or bored, please take a short break outside the class or stand in the back of the room. 

7) Notify the instructor in advance if you can’t attend a class or if you will be out of town.  Too many nauthorized absences may factor into “class participation.”

8) Professionalism and class participation are highly encouraged and are part of your grade, but please raise your hand if you have a question or comment. 

9) Attendance (sign-in sheet or rollcall) will be taken at each class and counts as part of your grade. 

10) No photograhy of slides used in the instructor’s PowerPoint presentations or cases. Many images are on-going police and medical examiner cases and most images are copyrighted and require written permission to copy or use. This is also why I don’t provide copies or post my PowerPoint presentations. 
11) This is a class for adults, so no children or pets.
ADDITIONAL DIVISIONAL AND UNIVERSITY POLICES 

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to follow the Forensic Sciences Code of Conduct. In addition, students are expected to read and abide by the Student Rules of Conduct which are available in your copy of the Student Handbook. Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated.

ADAA Statement 

Pursuant to several federal and state laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all qualified students with disabilities are protected from discrimination on basis of disability and are eligible for reasonable accommodations or modifications in the academic environment to enable them to enjoy equal access to academic programs, services, or activities. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Counseling Center at 808-735-4845 for further information. 

Policy on Communication 

The University provides a Chaminade email address for all students. Official Chaminade communications will be sent to the students’ Chaminade email address and instructors will use this email to communicate with students. It is the responsibility of the student to check their email frequently. Report email-related problems to the Helpdesk at 808-735-4855 or helpdesk@chaminade.edu. 

Title IX Declaration 

Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

Electronic Devices 
Use of music devices is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, unless specifically permitted by your instructor. Use of music devices in laboratories is a safety issue. In addition, use of music devices in any class is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct. Students who cannot comply with this rule will be asked to leave class and may be subject to laboratory safety violation fines. You will be asked to leave class and marked absent if you do not comply. This will negatively affect your grade. Please refer any questions to the Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.

The instructor may modify elements of this syllabus according to the operational needs of the class. 
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