RE 301 Jesus, God and Man
Fall Day 2018-2019AY
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INSTRUCTOR:		Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
OFFICE PHONE:		(808) 739-8536
OFFICE HOURS		MWF 10:30-11:20; 1:30-2:20
				And by appointment
E-MAIL:			rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
(Use internal mail in Canvas for all course related communications)
*Email must come from your Chaminade University email account to ensure that it is answered.  Email from other accounts may be inadvertently deleted without reading.





COURSE TEXTBOOKS:	

Understanding Jesus: Christology from Emmaus to Today by Christopher McMahon, Anselm Academic, 2013 ISBN: 978-1-59982-426-0

Students should have access to the Bible as well. 
Preferred versions: New American Bible, (usccb.org/bible) and on biblegateway.com: New Revised Standard Version, New King James Version

DESCRIPTION AND LEARNNG OUTCOMES:

This course is offered online utilizing Canvas instructional platform and Internet resources.

Description: Students will explore the Jesus of History & the Christ of Faith with consideration given to the varied perspectives of the church’s living-faith tradition. Students will study contemporary controversies that pertain to the meaning, person and story of Jesus of Nazareth. Special attention will be given to understanding the applicability of Jesus’ message and spirit for our global human predicament. Offered annually. 

Prerequisite: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
 
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
· 1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions 
· 2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions 
· 4. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace 
· 5. The role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values. 

At the end of this course, students should be able to (SLO)
· Describe some of the key ways in which Jesus’ humanity and divinity are experienced and serve as foundational to Christian belief; 
· Explain the relationship of Jesus first as a son of the Jewish tradition and later as the kerygma or message of subsequent believers; 
· Correlate Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God to the religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition;
· Evaluate the importance of Jesus as central to Christian belief in contrast to central beliefs of other world religions.
 
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research.
ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
understanding of the subject matter from different perspectives

Student Assessment
Students will be assessed based on the following:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Participation in class discussions by having required materials – quality as well as quantity.
1. Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application.
1. Quality of posts on discussion boards.

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”   
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

Explicit outcome from these Marianist characteristics organizational themes:
1. Faith is more than believing in religion, God, or Ultimate. It involves developing relationships beyond oneself, with God (if religious), and other people. All of us are people of faith, even if that faith means that we think others will stop at a red light.
2. Integral quality education challenges students to look beyond the obvious and dig deeper in understanding. It requires students to read, question, evaluate and to respect the research of others. We may not agree always with each other’s conclusions based on research, but we must acknowledge and try to understand differences.
3. Family spirit means that we work together toward building up each other’s capacity to learn and to think critically. It involves respect and listening (even if we are listening with our eyes).
4. Service, justice and peace are at the heart of taking that learning and applying it to improve lives of others, ourselves and the environment. Marianist education for service, justice and peace is consistent with Catholic teachings on social justice as well as the call for all Christians to help build a better world.
5. We should be aware that nothing remains the same for long. As human beings, we are constantly changing as is our society and environment. We need to be aware of the changes in the world, adapt ourselves to them and challenge those changes when they are contrary to the good of humanity and environment.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend a minimum of 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences. You will be required to view all sections of each module. Since the course analytics identifies whether you accessed the page and how long you visited the page, I will be able to determine whether you completed your attendance requirements. 

In addition, besides the online activities, students are expected to complete the assigned readings during the time period indicated on the course schedule.

Video reflection: When a video is required for viewing, students are expected to follow the directions regarding responding to what they saw and heard in the video.

Discussion Board: 
There will be two kinds of discussion boards. General discussion board means that all students must reply to that particular board. Each week will have at least one general discussion board. 

The second type of discussion boards are assigned groups. See below for more information for the assigned group boards.

Weeks with both general and assigned group discussions.
You are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of four times for modules that have both general and assigned group discussions. There will be eight modules to correspond to the eight chapters of the text. 


For some modules, you will be assigned to a specific discussion group. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers (one in your group; one in the other group). 

Posts for modules with both general and group discussions:
1) A post as indicated on the general discussion board; 
2) Assigned Group Discussions:
a) Assigned group discussions: An in-depth response to readings question posted for your assigned group; 
b) Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by another person within your assigned group with reason you react as you do; 
c) Reaction posting (as #3 above) to a posting by one person on the other discussion board, also indicating why you agree or disagree.

If the instructor posts a reply to your post on the General Discussion board, it is required that you respond. It is mandatory that everyone reads and responds back to the Instructor when posted as it is considered a part of your on-line participation. Failure to respond to Instructor will result in loss of participation points.

Besides quantitative requirements, your online discussion posts will be evaluated based on
    Qualitative Participation (SUP):  Qualitative participation consists in 
1. Supporting your answer through specific examples and cited resources that are accurately used.
2. Understanding clearly what another has posted by using fair, balanced and respectful responses particularly if disagreeing. 
3. Presenting meaningful comments that are more than just a simple answer to another’s post but adding more to the conversation. 

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board system, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.

Reflection Paper:  There will be one reflection paper required in the course. Reflection paper is intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  The paper should be no less than 2 pages, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. 

Final exam: Final exam format will be essay questions. Students will be able to access the final exam questions at least two weeks prior to the due date.

GRADES:
Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  

Grade Calculation:
Attendance (based on accessing the various sites required)			10%
Reflective Essay:								10%
Video reflection(s)								10%
Discussion board posts:
Quantitative 
(based on total required for both general and assigned)		40%
Qualitative posts (see above)						10%
Final Exam:									20%
 
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 65-69%; F: 0-62%

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

To assist you in planning your week:
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Module and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post question on general discussion board by Tuesday unless indicated otherwise. Students post own responses to the discussion board as assigned. 

	Friday and Saturday (midnight) 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s for both discussion groups and to instructor’s reply if any was posted.

	Saturday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified.

	Sunday 
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and posted.


 
In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday (for Discussion Starters); Wednesday (for questions regarding text readings), Thursday (to view your Discussions); and Saturday (for second Discussion posting, etc.)  
 
Where to Post:
Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the syllabus, assignments, texts, etc.  or any matters you have for the instructor should be emailed to instructor
Introductions:  See week one for this discussion board.
Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under either the number of the week or in the module. Note that you will be assigned a group for some of the chapter modules.

Response to Discussions:  By hitting the “Reply” button, you can respond to the threaded Discussion for the week. 

Reflection Paper: The reflection paper will be located under “Assignments.” may submit there by uploading a document or responding directly on the site itself. Please do NOT use .pages to save and submit files. Use .docx, .txt or .pdf

Final exam: An assignments page will be used for the final exam. Again, do NOT use pages (.pages) to submit your essay file.

Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Note that discussion boards and assignments have both a due date and a closing date. Once a discussion board is closed, special permission is needed to make up the late assignment. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment, family emergency or serious illness.   

ADA accommodations: It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval. 
Requests for special accommodations require confirmation from the University Counseling Office:  ADA Accommodations (808) 735-4845

Withdrawals:  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases. 

Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades will not be issued except in extraordinary circumstances, i.e., military deployment, medical or other emergency.  In no case will an Incomplete grade be assigned unless the majority of work has been completed to the satisfaction of the Instructor.  Should an extraordinary circumstance arise which will or may prevent the completion of required course work, contact the instructor immediately. 

Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 
"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.
 
This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions. you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. Include page number. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

Three Rs to Success
Read
	Text assignments and other required readings or watch videos as assigned.
	Postings on contents and discussion pages
 
Reflect on
Readings
Each other’s postings,
 
Respond to 
	Discussion questions
	Postings by other students
 
******************************************************************
Three Rs of Online Etiquette
 
Read and write carefully
	Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 
 
Respect
	Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable. If you disagree with the text, instructor’s comments or other posts, be able to explain why you disagree and how you support your thoughts.
 
React kindly and fairly
	Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS           
	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments – subject to revision

	Week 1
July 9-14
Short week

	Introduction
(two general discussion boards)
	Welcome to RE301!
Discussion board: Introduction
(respond to at least one person’s introduction)
Discussion board: What do I know?
(respond to at least one person’s submission)

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon -- Preface and chapter one: “Contemporary Christology and the Historical Jesus”


	Week 2

July 15-21


	
	Module One: Contemporary Christology and the Historical Jesus

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon -- Chapter two: A Tentative Historical Portrait of Jesus


	Week 3

July 22 to July 28 
	Please note: Instructor will have no or limited access to internet from July 26 to July 31
	Module Two: A Tentative Historical Portrait of Jesus
Watch video as assigned

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter three The Resurrection

	Week 4
July 29 to Aug. 4
	
	Module Three: The Resurrection

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter four New Testament Christologies


	Week 5

Aug. 5-11


	
	Module four: New Testament Christologies

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter five The Development of Classical Christology


	
Week 6

Aug 12 -18

	

	Module Five: The Development of Classical Christology

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter six The Work of Christ


	Week 7

Aug 19 -25


	
	Module Six: The Work of Christ  

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter seven Christology and Social Transformation


	Week 8

Aug 26-Sept 1


	
	Module Seven: Christology and Social Transformation

Reading assignment: in preparation for the next week’s discussions.
McMahon – Chapter eight Jesus and other religions


	Week 9

Sept 2 -8

	
	Module Eight Jesus and other Religions
 

	Week 10

Sept 9-15

	General discussion board
	Discussion boards – for everyone (final thoughts and questions)

Final exam due this week.
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