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786  Island Economies: ‘Aina

Course Schedule
Quarter:  			Spring 2018
Meeting days and times:  	Tuesdays 6 to 9PM
Course location:  		Kieffer 31
Instructor Contact Information
Course Instructor:			Dr. Elisabet Sahtouris
Office:					Kieffer 21
Phone:					808 260 9705
E-Mail:				elisabet@sahtouris.com 
Administrative Assistant Phone:	808-440-4280

Course Description
	AINA is all of Nature from our planet Earth to our local island O'ahu and including ourselves. AINA/Nature has been doing business in ways that create infinite wealth on a finite planet for billions of years. Our textbook TEEMING  reveals this and shows how businesses can right the wrongs we humans have done our AINA, by becoming the ‘Solutionaries’ needed to create a healthy future with inclusive economic well-being of our land, our ocean, and All of us!
	As the second course in the exciting new concentration on Island Economies, we will continue to explore the business opportunities opened up by the current Storm of Crises we are navigating. Ancient Hawaiians took Nature as their guide for designing their communities to enhance their livelihoods while living within ecological constraints. Current economies have strayed far from such sustainable design, giving us modern conveniences, but also bringing on crises of severe wealth gap, a risky degree of dependence on imports, looming climate change, imbalanced development, pollution, and insecurity. Clearly, we must draw on our creativity to recreate our Island Economy in exciting new ways. 
	This class is taught by an evolution biologist and futurist who will lead us in exploring Nature’s own ways, ancient Hawaiian practices such as Ahupua’a, current international examples of local economies based on similar principles, in order to help us evolve new possibilities for building a thriving, clean, green Hawaiian island economy.  (Prerequisite: none) 

Course Orientation
	In keeping with Hawai’ian values, our classroom will be a sacred space we take our shoes off to enter. We will sit in circle and practice ohana relationships of caring and sharing community. Students will decide on food sharing and other community-building practices. Classes will be divided between on the ground lectures, field trips as designed by students and online work. Some lectures may be by invited guests or other teachers of Island Economies courses, to demonstrate how the four Island Economies courses are interwoven. Six classes will be on the ground and four online.  (See schedule)
	Depending on class size, we will self-organize as two or more teams deciding together on a self-contained research project for this course. Team(s) will share progress and weave results into a common class presentation at the end of the course, suggesting a model for the kind of evolved island economy we would all like to live in and believe possible. 

Course Learning Outcomes 
	At the end of this course, successful students will have demonstrated:
· A deep understanding that for all the high value we have put on competing, humans are among Nature’s very few inherently cooperative species capable of living in gigantic communities, and that cooperation saves enormous energy for healthy peaceful purposes.
· Knowledge of healthy cooperative living systems in AINA’s evolution and the ability to apply systems thinking to address local and global business issues that impact island economies in Hawai’i and elsewhere. 
· An understanding of how ʻAina informs a community’s socio-economic identity, and how the ancient Hawai’ian practice of Ahupua’a functioned to promote sustainable economy. 
· The ability to work with others in applying principles of healthy cooperativr biological systems and Ahupuaʻa practices to address real current issues in sustaining island resources and rebuilding communities more inclusively,
· The conviction that business can foster sustainable thrival in island environments through new entrepreneurship with values-based missions and practices consistent with healthy living systems and aloha values. 
· A deep understanding of ourselves as agents of change in relation to ʻAina, with optimism that we can navigate our way successfully through a perfect storm of crises!

Course Topics
· Looking at our own belief systems about How Things Are and what is or is not possible. Investigating where those beliefs came from and how they change over time, through experience, and intentionally.  The role of values in these belief systems; how they guide in steering through what we call ‘facts.’  How our belief systems can support us in becoming ‘Solutionaries’ to societal problems.
· Defining and identifying economies holistically in their relationship to history, to the larger society, to local ecosystems and to Earth as a whole.
· What biology has to do with business and finance. Basic patterns in the evolution of life on Earth and their relevance to economics. What we can learn from Nature about creating infinite wealth on a finite planet. Ecosophy (Wise Society) as the appropriate healthy relationship between economy and ecology.  
· The ancient Hawai’ian concept of ‘Aina from local land to Earth itself and people’s relationship and responsibility to ‘Aina, including the ancient Hawai’ian practice of Ahupuaʻa as a framework for examining issues in related industries, such as agriculture, water, energy, and waste management. How that relates to termite mounds and other naturally sustainable and cooperative communities.   
· How and why values are critical to our lives, our economies and their businesses. Role model experiments in values-based economies around the world that have implications for Island Economies (Mondragon, Sarvodaya, BALLE (Business Alliance for LocalLiving Economies) 
· Identifying or creating specific projects that demonstrate the building of inclusive and ecologically sound community where we live. 
· Envisioning a plausible and desirable scenario for the more positive future of the Hawaiian economy as a whole.

Required Reading:
1) The required text for this course is TEEMING: how superorganisms work to build infinite wealth in a finite world, by Tamsin Woolley-Barker, White Cloud Press, 2017.  (One copy of the textbook will be on reserve in the library for reading there.  
2) Ecosophy: Nature’s Guide to a Better World, article by the prfessor, Elisabet Sahtouris, in Kosmos Journal at
http://www.kosmosjournal.org/article/ecosophy-natures-guide-to-a-better-world/
3) A Tale of Cells and Cities, article by the professor, Elisabet Sahtouris, posted at Ethical Markets,  http://www.ethicalmarkets.com/a-tale-of-cities-and-cells-by-elisabet-sahtouris/
4)Any other required readings osted during the course will be available through online links or as handouts.

Recommended Reading:  
1)  Agenda for a New Economy, by David Korten, Berrett-Koehler, San Franciso, 2009  
2) Thinking Like an Island: Navigating a Sustainable Future in Hawaii  (Introduction; Chapter 1 on Hawaiian Culture by Scott Fisher; Chapter 2 on Food Security by George Kent; Epilogue by Jennifer Chico and Gregory Farley)
4) What We learned in the Rainforest: Business Lessons from Nature, by Tachi Kiuchi & Bill Shireman, Berrett-Koehler 2002 (copy available in the library).
5) The Biology of Business, Part 1, Elisabet Sahtouris  https://worldbusiness.org/publications/perspectives-september-22-2005/ (free download)
5) The Biology of Business, Part 2, Elisabet Sahtouris  https://worldbusiness.org/publications/perspectives-september-22-2005/ (free download)

Assignments and Participation
See Course orientation above

Assessment and Grading
Everyone will begin this course with an A grade upon attending the first class. (So, don’t miss this one!) Your grade may then be lowered by less than full and cooperative participation and how timely homework is submitted.  Seeing each other as an ohana or a wa’a (canoe) we navigate and paddle together, we will get to know each other’s level of participation and help each other to be responsible. In the interest of practicing such community, each student will be evaluated by their fellow class members based on their ability to contribute effectively, harmonize their contributions with those of others, support each other, etc.  

Course Ground Rules
General guidelines for student behavior are provided in the the Graduate Student Handbook. All else is covered in a careful reading of the above.
Characteristics of a Marianist Education
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
  Educate for formation in faith
  Provide an integral quality education
  Educate in family spirit
  Educate for service, justice and peace
  Educate for adaptation and change

I believe these characteristics can all be met by this course, in which faith and values will play a strong role!
My warmest welcome to those who decide to take this course!
(Dr.) Elisabet Sahtouris
Professor in Residence
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
Business School

Instructor Background Information
Elisabet Sahtouris, M.S., Ph.D is an evolution biologist, futurist, professor, speaker, author and sustainability consultant to businesses, government agencies and other organizations. She is a US and Greek citizen who has lived in the USA, Canada, Greece, Peru and Spain while lecturing, doing workshops and media appearances in Europe, North, Central and South America, the MidEast, Asia and Australia/New Zealand.[image: ]	Dr. Sahtouris received a B.F.A. from Syracuse University, an M.S. from Indiana University and a Ph.D. from Dalhousie University in Canada. She held post-doctoral research grants at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City and at Massachusetts General Hospital, taught at the Mass. Institute of Technology (MIT), the University of Massachusetts and the Bainbridge Graduate Institute´s MBA program. Dr. Sahtouris currently holds the Elisabet Sahtouris Chair in Living Economies at the World Business Academy, Santa Barbara, California and is a Professor in Residence at Chaminade University, Honolulu, Hawaii.
	She has been a science writer for the NOVA-HORIZON TV series, (WGBH Boston/ BBC London), a UN Consultant on indigenous peoples, was invited to China under the auspices of the Chinese National Science Organization, is a Fellow of the World Business Academy and an advisor to Ethical Markets.  She co-convened two international symposia on the Foundations of Science in Hokkaido, Japan and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Dr. Sahtouris participated in two invitational dialogues with HH the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India and in the Vatican, Rome, and is one of the people identified as Cultural Creatives in the book of that title by Paul Ray and Sherry Anderson. She is a member of the Evolutionary Leaders and a founding member of Rising Women; Rising World.  
	Dr. Sahtouris has numerous publications and has appeared in documentary films (including Occupy Love and  Dalai Lama Awakening, which has been screened several times in Honolulu).  He books include Earthdance: Living Systems in Evolution, A Walk Through Time: FromStardust to Us, Gaia’s Dance: the Story of Earth & Us,  and Biology Revisioned, w. Willis Harman. Her latest book Gaia’s Dance: the Story of Earth & Us is available as a very inexpensive eBook, and should be available as a paperback by the time this course begins.


Library
Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Technical Support
For technical questions contact the Chaminade eCollege help desk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at 866-647-0654.

eCollege Account Support
For eCollege account support email jnakason@chaminade.edu or call 808-739-8327.

Course Website Address
http://chaminade.ecollege.com 
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