CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

Spring Day 2003

Honolulu, HI

INSTRUCTOR:  Nanette Schonleber


Phone:  739-4679

COURSE:   Ed 440 Language Arts


Email:nschonle@chaminade.edu
TIME:  Wed 1:00-4:00 PM



Office: Mon 10:30-1:30/Wed 9-12

CREDITS:  3 credits, 45 hours

RATIONALE: 

Language is the principal symbol system humans use to communicate and is the major expression of thought.  The goal of language arts education is to promote the child’s development of language skills that will enable him/her to use both oral and written language spontaneously and effectively.  Language instruction should include:  the history of language; how to integrate content through all subject areas and

the nature of language.  This course focuses on the language development and literacy growth of young children, aged birth through eight years.  Strategies for planning, teaching, and assessing a high quality early childhood language arts program are emphasized. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. to teach the history of language;

2. to describe the process of language acquisition in early childhood;

3. to provide students with knowledge about how to plan developmentally appropriate language development activities for children;

4. to provide students with knowledge about how to integrate language arts content through all  the content areas; 

5. to provide an overview of the full nature of language as a process, a product and an art; 

6. to teach and provide practice in the development of performance-based diagnostic techniques leading to the ability to accurately assess, evaluate, and then create developmentally appropriate language arts activities and experiences;

7. to share current methods of research-based, independent, interpretive and creative approaches to the mechanics and processes of the language arts (small group and individual methods); 

8. to teach and allow for observation and practice of the Montessori sequence of language materials as well as observation of classrooms utilizing current best practice in the area of language arts;

9. to share current research in the field.

STUDENT COMPETENCIES:  

By the end of the course the student should be able to;

1. Tell the story of the history of language;

2. Demonstrate ability to design, implement and evaluate language arts curriculum materials, resources and activities that are appropriate for children with varying abilities and cultural backgrounds, and that are designed for exploration and discovery of language (spoken and written) and the system of grammar in dynamic language;

3. Give three examples of language as a process, a product and an art;

4. Integrate language arts content through all subject areas;  

5. Competently use three performance-based diagnostic techniques to accurately assess and evaluate children’s language development;

6. Demonstrate and explain at least 10 current methods of research-based, independent, interpretive and creative approaches to the mechanics and processes of the language arts (small group and individual methods); 

7. Include the Montessori sequence of language materials with other methods in planning programs for young children;

8. Discuss and analyze current research in the field.

9. Analyze current research in the field.

METHODS:

Lecture/Discussion 
Videos

Final Exam


Demonstration

Readings

Observation
Writing Assignments

Material Making

TEXTS:


Early Childhood Language Arts 2nd edition  Jalongo

1000 Instant Words


Montessori Matters (Blue edition)

EVALUATION:


Attendance/Participation


15 points


10 Journal Reflections



10 points

2 Practitioner’s Response Papers

10 points
10 Field Write-ups



20 points


Language Arts Activity



10 points

Portfolio





20 points


Final/Project




15 points


RUBRIC FOR EVALUATION:

“A” work includes all of the elements listed below, completed in a consistently superior manner 

“B” work includes all of the elements listed below, completed in an above average manner

“C” work includes all of the elements listed below, completed in an average manner or some of the elements below completed in an above average manner but misses the point of some of the assignment

“D” work includes some of the elements listed above, and/or misses the point of most of the assignment 

“F” work is not turned in, or is turned in so late as to be unacceptable and is not college level work

Attendance and Participation (1 point per class session attended)

Students must attend 90% of the course in order to pass.  If a student misses more than 90% of class, special arrangements must be made to make up the class, take it again at another time, or take an incomplete contract.  Arrangements made solely at the discretion of the instructor.  O&P is part of the attendance grade for this class.  ½ point will be deducted for each instance of tardiness. 

Journal Reflections (10 @ 2 points each)

You will be writing a total of 10 journal entries/reflections responding to the readings for the week.   Please use your Teaching/Learning Resource Journal Entry assignments to guide your journal entries.  In addition please include your thoughts about the readings, as well as any questions you would have for the author, given the opportunity to meet with him or her.  To receive full points the entries should address all of the above-the journal entry assignments for each chapter, thoughts about the readings and questions for the author and be written in Standard English.  On the date where there are two chapters assigned, please do the journal assignment for both.  Late journal entries will not be accepted.   

*Group Leadership (2 @ 5 points each)  

Along with a partner you will have the opportunity to lead the group discussions twice during the semester.  I will help you to prepare for the discussions with a list of suggested activities for you to complete prior to the day you will be the group leader.  On the days that the chapter topic will be discussed you will share your activity and response, and will lead the group discussion on this topic.   A sign up sheet will be available.  For full points, you will need to have completed the activity suggested, be able to summarize the group discussion and keep the group on target.           




Field Write-ups (10 @ 2 points each)

The O&P and field assignments for this class are opportunities to deepen your understanding of the material in our text and readings.  There are 10 assignments that are tied to our readings.  The due dates will be listed on each field assignment.  For full points the assignments will be turned in on time, written in the correct format and will have answered each part of the assignment.  

Language Arts Activity (1@ 10 points)

May be chosen from a wide variety of sources, including your Teaching/Learning resource, Montessori Matters or your text.  For full points the activity will have a lesson plan in the format required (2 points), will be age appropriate (3 points) aesthetic (2 points) and presented smoothly and confidently (3).  Late work will not be accepted.   Idea due March 19th.  Presentation due April 30th.

Portfolio (1@ 20 points)   

From the materials that you have developed for this course create a portfolio that documents your growth as a teacher of early childhood language arts.  For full points portfolio will have the following

1. Easily discernable sections and table of contents (2 points). 

2. Overview for each section organized, easy to read/understand (3 points).  

3. Rationale/philosophy that includes original thought, integration of course content and current research, 3 pages (5 points).  

4. Artifacts/Lesson plans: illustrated, easy to understand and complete (10 points) Draft due March 5th; Final Due April 30th   

Written Final or Literacy Investigation Project (15 points)

Final is in class, closed book May 7th. Includes 3 essay and 50 multiple-choice items.  Literacy Investigation Project will be described the first day of class.  You will need to make your decision by the second week of class.



SCHEDULE

Jan 15

            1st Class Session



Review Syllabus; Overview/Rationale



History of Development of language

Jan 22

            2nd Class Session





Read “To the Student”




Culture and Diversity in Children’s Language
Read Ch 1 Text











Journal Reflection #1 

Jan 29








Choose Final/Project

3rd Class Session


Working With Families to Promote Literacy

Read Ch 2 Text









Journal Reflection #2

Feb 5 








Service/Group
4th class Session

Development of language skills in children 

Read Ch 3 Text


 
Red Flags and Resources



Journal Reflection #3








Field #1 

Feb 12








1st service learning


5th Class Session


Developing a language rich environment

Read Ch 10 Text 

Activities to support concept development

Read M Matters P. 



Activities to support perceptual development
Journal Reflection #4










Field #2 

Feb 19th 


6th Class Session 





Read Ch 4 Text



Receptive Language Processes


Read M Matters P. 



Activities to facilitate listening skills


Journal Reflection #5









Field #3 

Feb 26th

           
7th Class Session





Read Ch 5 Text



Expressive Language Processes


Read Ch 8 Text  


Activities to facilitate speaking skills


Journal Reflection #6

 






Field # 4 

Mar 5th 

          
8th  Class Session





Read Ch 9 Text




Development of Vocabulary 



Read M Matters P.


Development of Concepts of Print 


Journal Reflection #7




Activities to develop vocabulary


Field #5


Activities to develop concepts

 
Draft: Final Project


Mar 12th

9th Class Session





Read Ch 6 Text




The Mechanics and Processes of Emergent Writing
Read M Matters P. 




Activities to Facilitate Emergent Writing 

Journal Reflection #8










Field #6










2nd service learning

Mar 19th 

10th  Class Session





Read Ch 7 Text



The Mechanics and process of Emergent Reading 
Read M Matters P. 




Activities to Facilitate Emergent Reading

Journal Reflection #9









Field #7











Activity Idea Due

Mar 26th 
SPRING BREAK





NO CLASS









Apr 2nd 


11th Class Session








Early Reading and Writing Activities


Read M Matters P. 









Read 1000 I Words










Field #8

Apr 9th 

  
12th Class Session








Understanding the structure of language 

Read M Matters P. 


Activities to support understanding


Additional Readings








Field #9

Apr 16th 

13th  Class Session





Read M Matters P.


Fluent Reading and Writing Activities


Additional Readings 









Field #10

Apr 23








Final service learning


14th Class Session



Documentation/Evaluation of Children’s Progress
Read Ch 11 text 









Additional Readings










Journal Reflection #10 

Apr 30










15th Class Session



Celebration of Learning



Presentation Due









Final Project Due

May 7th 


FINAL (In Class)



Syllabus May Be Adjusted to Meet the Needs of Students

Dear Students,

In this early childhood language arts class 

· You will become a member of a learning community who actively participates in a variety of in-class activities designed to build your confidence and competence as a teacher of the early childhood language arts.

· You will also have an opportunity to practice your skills in your O&P setting and to reflect on those experiences in the company of your peers. 

· You will be expected to create and maintain a portfolio of your work that is well organized, neatly and professionally done, and up to date at all times.

· You will be obligated to behave professionally and ethically in your interactions with children, families, educators and other professionals by obtaining written permission to use children’s work, and by maintaining confidentiality in your observations.

· You will be expected to demonstrate academic integrity.  This means that you will not plagiarize (represent someone else’s work, published or not, as your own). Nor will you submit the same work to fulfill the requirements for two separate courses.    

I am looking forward to working with you!  I want you to know that you can email me, call me or talk to me before class to discuss questions or concerns.  I also have regular office hours.  After class, I will usually not be available to talk with you as I have a commitment immediately following.

Let’s have a productive semester…and let’s have some fun while we’re at it!

Sincerely,

Professor Schonleber
Field Assignments

Observation is defined as watching children as they are engaged in learning, noting how they perform tasks, and the products of those tasks.  It is a powerful tool of assessment, and occurs simultaneously with instruction in every classroom.  Having a finely honed sense of observation can provide a wealth of information for decision making for information regarding the student’s vision, hearing, speech, emotional and social processes as well as the problem-solving strategies and possible problems in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Observation #1 Culture, Diversity, Concepts/Vocabulary (Due Feb 5th)

Listen in on the private speech of preschoolers while they are at play or working on a particular task.  How might this time of self-conversation benefit the child?   What language is the child using?  How could you take advantage of the child’s home language abilities to help develop concepts and vocabulary?  How could you help parents to develop concepts and vocabulary if standard English is not their first language?     

Observation #2  The Language Rich Environment (Due Feb 12th)

Interview at least three practicing teachers about the roles that the daily schedule, the room arrangement, grouping patterns, and classroom management strategies have on curriculum planning.  Synthesize and report the findings of your interviews.  Compare and contrast with information from your text/additional readings.  

Observation #3 Receptive Language (Due Feb 19th)

Observe an early childhood classroom, focusing on the following:  a) type of listening environment established, b) listening habits and behaviors of adults and children, c) purposes set for children’s listening, and d) planning/teaching practices that promote effective listening.  Listen to a professional book on tape. Were you an attentive listener?  

Observation #4 Expressive Language (Due Feb 26th) 

Choose an early childhood classroom in which to observe the interaction of the teacher with the children.  How is the teacher:  1) Leading the children to become good conversational partners? 2) Making talking a pleasurable experience? 3) Incorporating language materials into learning centers throughout the classroom? How might you, as the teacher, facilitate these areas of development if this were your classroom?

Observation #5 Story telling (Due Mar 5th)

Using the techniques from chapter eight of your text, audiotape a familiar children’s story.  Revise and edit until you feel confident that you can tell the story and then take your story “on the road” to your O&P setting.  Find an audience of two or more children to perform your story and then do a self-evaluation.  What went well?  What would you change?  What was the audience reaction?  How do you feel about being a storyteller, as opposed to a reader of stories?  What are your strengths and what areas need improvement?    

Observation #6 Emergent  Writing (Due Mar 12th)

Arrange to observe some young children (under age 8) using a piece of computer software for writing or picture-making.  What limitations do you notice?  Would you use this software in your classroom?  Why or why not?  Listen in at the art table and notice the conversations about what the children are drawing.  What is happening? 

Observation #7 Assessing Spelling Stages (Due Mar 19th)

Assess a child’s spelling state using both of the following checklists.  Use the child’s writing to determine the stage of spelling development.

Features List Analysis form



Developmental Spelling Stage Form

Observation # 8 Emergent and Early Reading Instruction (Due Apr 2nd)

Observe children reading and report on the form their reading instruction is taking.  How would you characterize the format?  Ask the teacher his/her rationale for teaching reading with this technique.  Does their rationale agree with your text?  

Observation #9 Structured Observation (Due Apr 9th) 

Structured or systematic observations involve written records, and usually have specific purpose.  For example a teacher may conduct a structured observation for the purpose of determining social patterns in the classroom.  Do a structured observation of the Emergent Literacy stage, or a structured observation of the Early and Fluent Literacy stages.  

For Emergent Literacy Stage use




Modified Concepts about the Print Test Form

Observation Checklist: Emergent Literacy Stage Form

For Early and Fluent Literacy Stages use

Oral/Silent Reading Behaviors Form

Reading Skills Form 

Questions for Interviewing From

Observation #10 Informal Observation ( Due Apr 16th)

Informal observations can be done as a part of your daily routine through DLTA or LEA and can provide valuable information to classroom teachers.  Using the DLTA or the LEA, write an informal observation of two children in the group.  Include the answers to questions as posed in your packet.    What would you do with the information gained by this informal observation? 

All observations should use the format provided and should include all three sections.  The ability of the observer to differentiate between facts and inferences drawn from those facts is of great importance.  Only the observable behaviors of the child should be recorded.  Inference and observations are properly put together when a number of observations, along with other measures are synthesized.  

*Service Learning Option

The Service Learning option may be taken instead of the group leadership assignment.  It will be worth the same 10% of your grade. 

The Service learning option may be accomplished by tutoring language arts at one of the local public schools here in the Kaimuki Complex area.  For this class, I recommend tutoring someone who is writing and reading at the emergent level. 

You must be able to volunteer for a minimum of 15 hours.

You will submit a reflection journal three times: once immediately after you have had your first volunteer experience; one after eight hours of experience and one at the conclusion of fifteen hours of service.  You are to address the following.

1. What did you do? Describe using your five 

Senses.  Tell us about the child(ren) you are tutoring.  Tell us how you think it will turn out.  Tell us how you feel now.  (At the conclusion of your first session)

2. What are you learning about how children learn language and how the schools do or do not support children’s learning processes?  How are the children doing?  How do you feel now?  (At the conclusion of the first 8 hours)

3. What were you able to use from the course?  What did you learn about service and being a contributing citizen or our community?  How did you feel at the conclusion of 15 hours?

I will need signed confirmation of hours and activities by the coordinator. 

All reflections should be written in standard English and use APA styles if references from the text are used.

