RE#490  SENIOR SEMINAR		            	Spring PACE  AY2017-2018
Instructor:  Regina Pfeiffer  (Cell Phone:  256-8859)      Humanities Dept:  Henry 208-E
[e-mail:  rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu]	       Office Phone:  739-8536
Three (3) credits –						      Individual Meetings:  TBD

Seminar Participant:		Thomas Grant

Catalogue Description:  Majors and Minors will select a topic from their area of study, develop a research plan, and implement the plan to produce a final work that will be presented at an open forum for the conclusion of the semester.  Seminar sessions will be held throughout the semester to cover topics of interest to the participants and the enhancement of their understanding of the field.

Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) met in this course can be any of the following depending on the student’s focus for the final project:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace;
5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
6. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

[bookmark: _GoBack]Goal:  to present to the graduating student majoring or minoring in religious studies both an opportunity as well as a challenge to do significant reflection, research and writing. The student is to write a summary paper that expresses in an organic way the student’s theological movement through his or her program of studies in the discipline of religion. This project will serve as a cumulative and integrative expression of the student’s coursework in the field of religious studies, as well as being an expression of the student’s interest and expertise in articulating the totality of an undergraduate’s academic theological journey. 

The student is to produce a written paper of not less than twenty-five (25) typed pages (with appropriate format, footnoting and bibliography) – the content of which will serve as an indicator of the student’s immersion in and grasp of the field’s focus and outcomes, noting relevant program experiences and citing materials and/or authors relevant to the program of studies. At least ten reputable and reliable resources must be included in the paper.

Requirements:  The student will work in conjunction with the appointed seminar director, and, in light of their discussions, the student will undertake independent study and research on the agreed-upon project.  Throughout the seminar, the student will discuss regularly through either personal contact or via email with the director in order to bring the project to its desired and timely conclusion.  At seminar’s end, the student will present the paper in written format as described above and possibly present at a forum of faculty and/or students.

Tentative Schedule –

	Week One

	Discuss potential topic and possible resources via email, Canvas or meeting as per preference of student.

	Week Two
	Finalize the major topic with potential for research, correlation and integration of religious studies program.

	Week Three
	Submit the bibliographic referent for at least three possible resources – 
Search for material that is authentic and published – journal articles, magazine articles, books (some material may be on the web, but avoid world wide web sites.

	Week Four

	A brief outline and three additional resources reviewed
Meeting: Day and time to be determined

	Week Five

	A first draft of at least 7-10 pages
Meeting: Day and time to be determined

	Week Six
	Continue working on paper and identify at least four more resources
Submit via Canvas or email

	Week Seven

	Second draft with additional 10 pages
Meeting: Day and time to be determined

	Week Eight
	Review revisions and added material (draft three)
Meeting: Day and time to be determined 

	Week Nine

	Final version due

	Week Ten

	Presentation of paper
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