History 202-90-2
America Since The Civil War
Chaminade University of Honolulu
PACE Winter 2018 (January 8 – March 20)
American history is longer, larger, more various, more beautiful, and more
 terrible than anything anyone has ever said about it.    James Baldwin


Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz

chantal.seitz@chaminade.edu
Text: Schultz, Kevin. M. Hist4: Vol. 2 U.S. History Since 1865. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2015. 
Prerequisite:  None
Course Description:  This course is a study of the political, social, economic and cultural history of the United States since its Civil War. It focuses on the moral and ethical dilemmas associated with immigration, industrialization, economic depressions, world wars, the Cold War, the rights of women, African Americans, Native Americans, and other groups. 
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

· analyze political, economic, and social forces unique to this time period. 

· demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality.

· evaluate and explain the reasons for these changes and how it influences and affects individuals and groups. 

· apply the tools of social science inquiry (e.g. primary and secondary source documents, maps, charts, and graphs).

· identify and evaluate primary and secondary source materials and demonstrate an understanding of its historical context and relevance. 
· recognize bias and its impact upon the value of the source. 
· extract valid and valuable information from the source. 

· demonstrate refined academic writing, critical thinking, and analytical reasoning skills.

· analyze how events of the past have affected the present.

Grading:  

90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 

                         prerequisite course work.

50 – 59%   F:  Failure to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:

1. Discussions – 35%

2. Assignments - 35%

3. Research paper – 15%

4. Final exam – 15%

Course Schedule:
Week 1:  1/8 - 14
The Industrial Revolution & Age

HYPERLINK "http://www.quia.com/rr/4049.html" \h
Week 2:  1/15 - 21
The Progressive Era
Week 3:  1/22 – 28
Becoming a World Power & World War I
HYPERLINK "http://www.worldmapsonline.com/UnivHist/30383_6.gif" \h
Week 4:  1/29 – 2/4
Prosperity and Change in the Twenties
Week 5:  2/5 – 11
The Great Depression and the New Deal 
HYPERLINK "http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/colonial/jamestwn/" \h
Week 6:  2/12 – 18
World War II
Week 7: 2/19 – 25
Cold War America
HYPERLINK "http://www.history-map.com/picture/003/pictures/England-1600s-New.jpg" \h
Week 8:  2/26 – 3/4
The Sixties
Week 9:  3/5 - 11
The Age of Fracture: The 1970s
HYPERLINK "http://www.loc.gov/flash/pagebypage/buccaneers/bookBorder.html" \h
Week 10:  3/12 - 18  
Reagan - Trump
Course Requirements:

1. Weekly “discussions”: Due to the nature of an on-line class, participation in “discussion threads” is very important.  Students will learn not just from the instructor but also from each other. Every week, two postings are necessary.  Each student will post a response to the instructor’s prompt.  In addition, each student will post a response to another student’s posting.  Both postings should be substantive.  This means that each posting should be well thought-out and be a minimum of 3 detailed paragraphs.

2. Assignments: Assignments will be required every week.  There will be assigned readings, analyses of primary documents, and videos.  Assignments will include essays, primary source analyses, and power point presentations.

3. Research paper: The research paper will be 6 - 8 pages (parameters to follow).

4. Final exam: The test format will be essay (parameters to follow).

Student Responsibilities:

Classes in an on-line format have its benefits and its challenges. It’s great that you don’t have to wake-up and trudge to your classroom 2 -3 times a week.  However, you need to be self-motivated to ensure you keep-up with the assignments.  Again, flexibility is great but do not let yourself get behind; it’s extremely hard to catch-up!

Assignments must be posted by 11:59 p.m. on the dates indicated in the schedule. Exceptions will be made only in cases of family or medical emergencies, and you must contact instructor before the deadline.  Ten percent will be deducted for every 24 hours beyond the due date.

Students who need accommodations should inform me at the start of the course so that specific arrangements can be made.  

Students are expected to conform to university policies regarding academic honesty, including the avoidance of plagiarism. There are serious penalties for students who submit work that is not entirely their own, so be sure that you understand what constitutes plagiarism.  Your instructors are required by University policies to report any instances of academic dishonesty.  

We will be working via the Chaminade Canvas learning platform.  All lessons, activities, assignment submissions, etc. will be located here. Please familiarize yourself with its capabilities.  You should’ve been given information by tech support on how to access and utilize its features; the learning tutorials are extremely helpful.

For Canvas related issues, please logon to Canvas at https://chaminade.instructure.com, click "Help," then "Report a Problem" while in Canvas. You should receive a response within one hour.  If you do not have access to this function in Canvas, please email the helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.edu .

Finally, do not hesitate to contact me if you are having difficulties.  I am here to help support you; I want you be successful in this course!
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