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RE 35790-1: CHRISTIANS AND BUDDHISTS IN DIALOGUE (3)
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS CAMPUS
Winter Term: January 8 – March 20, 2018

Instructor:            Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.		Office Hours:  Henry 208A; By request	
Email:                   mwong2@chaminade.edu	Phone:   (808) 676-1452
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COURSE OVERVIEW 



“The Catholic Church is aware of the importance of the promotion of friendship and respect between men and women of different religious traditions. I want to repeat this: the promotion of friendship and respect between men and women of different religious traditions…” Pope Francis to fraternal delegates, representatives of non-Christian religions, Vatican City, 3/20/2013

Catalog Description: This course surveys both Christianity and Buddhism, their individual responses to questions of ultimate meaning, and their shared dialogues toward mutual understanding and challenges. 

Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the Global Awareness requirement.  It is offered annually.

Orientation: As we look at current world challenges, we can find echoes of adversity and fear even among religious people of different traditions. In his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis notes interreligious dialogue as the key towards “the coexistence of respectful diversity, and the fundamental right to religious freedom, in all its dimensions.” Dialogue, he went on to say, does not mean giving up your identity as a Christian. On the contrary, the Pope stressed "true openness means remaining firm in one’s deepest convictions, and therefore being open to understanding others.” In the tradition of great teachers from Christian and Buddhist lineages, we will explore how we can become better agents of dialogue and thus peace in the world.

Required Texts:
· Hanh, Thich Nhat. Living Buddha, Living Christ (New York: Penguin Group, 2007) ISBN: 9781594482397
· Aitken, Robert and David Steindl-Rast, The Ground We Share (Massachusetts: Shambhala, 1996) 1-570622191
· Other materials, as posted on the Canvas board

For Further Reading:
· Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu, Douglas Carlton. The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World (New York: Avery, 2016) ISBN: 9780399185045
· Current Dialogue. Special Issue: Christian Self Understanding in the Context of Buddhism. Vol. 51, December 2011. 
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/current-dialogue-magazine/dialogue-51
· Dilatato Corde. www.dimmid.org
· Scarboro Missions, Interfaith Dialogue. https://www.scarboromissions.ca/interfaith-dialogue/principles-and-guidelines-for-interfaith-dialogue

Library:  Chaminade library - www.chaminade.edu/library



COURSE OBJECTIVES



Class Format:  This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, creative work, field trips and critical thinking in light of current issues and news.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class prepared to contribute to extensive discussion of the basic texts and relevant material[image: Description: http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:Psqei72atI6oRM:http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3240/3045726325_4fc2288968.jpg%3Fv%3D0].

LEARNING OUTCOMES
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
	Marianist Values & Native Hawaiian Values Education
	Program Learning Outcomes &
General Education Learning Outcomes linked to the course
	Course Learning Outcomes

	1. Educating for formation in faith
E ola au i ke Akua: May I live by God.
	PLO1, GELO1. Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
PLO2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
PLO6. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.
	CLO1. Christian and Buddhist beliefs and practices surveyed through historical and contemporary texts as well as through their lived experience 



	2. Providing an integral quality education
Lawe i ka ma‘alea a kū‘ono‘ono: 
Take wisdom & make it deep.
	GELO2. Fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

	CLO2. To come to a greater self-knowledge and appreciation of one’s own value system with a respectful willingness to engage in interreligious dialogue towards the common good of humanity


	3. Educating in family spirit
‘Ike aku, ‘ike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pēlā iho la ka nohona ‘ohana: Recognize & be recognized, help & be helped; such is family life.
	
	CLO3. Collaboration with others in the dialogue of spiritual experience, life and action as modelled by forerunning teachers from the Christian and Buddhist lineages

	4. Educate for service, justice and peace
Ka lama kū o ka no‘eau: The standing torch of wisdom.
	PLO4. Catholic Intellectual Tradition particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace
	CLO4. Interreligious dialogue as the key towards “the coexistence of respectful diversity, and the fundamental right to religious freedom, in all its dimensions” (Pope Francis)

	5. Educate for adaptation and change
‘A‘ohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau ho‘okahi: All wisdom is not contained in one school.
	PLO5. the role of the Gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

	CLO5. Communicating through skillful means to build relationships that mutually address secular cultural challenges and global peace
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Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  

Homework:  This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3 hours per week on homework, which includes required readings, research and personal reflection 

Rubric for Quality Course Work: Quality course work consists of the overall degree of intellectual engagement demonstrated both in class, in the field and in homework.

	
	Excellent
10-9 points
	Good
8-7 points
	Acceptable
6-5 points
	Incomplete
4-0 points

	Quality of Class Discussions and Participation
	Responses are made in a timely manner, insightful, relevant to the topic and supported with cites from the readings and other references
	Responses are made in a timely manner, related to the topic and make some reference to the readings.
	Responses are made in a timely manner, occasionally made off topic, without substantially contributing to the discussion.
	Responses are not completed on time and do not relate to the topic

	Content Support and References
	Comments are supported by readings or other researched references and personal experience
	Comments are supported with some references and personal experience
	Comments are based on personal experience, but without any reference to readings or research
	Opinions shared without any supporting evidence or experience

	Quality of Homework and other Written Work
	Uses meaningful comments to bring new insights, experiences and questions to enrich discussion; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Expresses insights, experiences and questions to keep the discussion going; occasionally lacking connection to the topic; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Connection to the topic is unclear; minimal expression of new ideas or related questions; comments on occasion are not open to understanding
	Expression of comments and questions unclear and off-topic; a lack of respect of others evidenced in comments

	Mechanics
	Written work is consistently grammatically correct with few misspellings
	Written work has few grammatical or spelling errors
	Written work is done haphazardly with multiple grammatical and spelling errors
	Written work suffers from consistently poor grammar and spelling


Format for Written Assignments: Written Assignments and papers, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. If using WordPerfect or Notepad, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
[bookmark: preparation]Weekly Reading Assignments and Homework: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.  To be adequately prepared for each class, each week you need to turn in a half sheet of paper noting the following highlights from your readings- three (3):
1. passages of particular interest or difficulty (note page number); or
2. questions that you have and/or any issues that you find particularly intriguing or confusing

3-Point Discussion Starters:  For each class, different groups of students will be assigned to prepare one-page papers, called “discussion starters.”  In three sections, the papers should include:  
1. Summary:  summarize the key concepts from the reading; 
2. Questions:  offer two to three (2-3) provocative questions for discussion; and 
3. Personal Reflections:  offer some of your own reflections on the material. 
Note:  If your group is in charge of the discussion, this will count in lieu of the Weekly Reading Assignment and Homework above.
  
Reflection Papers:  There are two (2) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers are to be double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type.

A. Fieldtrip Reflection Paper: 
Following our first field trip, write up a page reflection over the experience. What happened? What was new to you? What was familiar? Note any other observations, learnings, questions for further exploration and conclusions.

B.  Journal Practice Log:  Dialogue versus Spiritual Exchange
“Until recently, questions regarding the reasons for belief, or the experience of prayer, was cause for deep fear between Christians and Buddhists in dialogue. Some considered it an abomination of desolation.  However, attitudes evolved and proved that exchanges at the spiritual level were possible and even astonishingly life-giving.”  (Fr. Pierre-Francois de Bethune, OSB) 

Practice is important for self-cultivation. During class you will be exposed to practices from both traditions. Summarize your journal and experience with these while giving some examples of how learning from each other’s spiritual practices may enhance one’s own practice. Note some of the challenges/resistances and some of the graces experienced in a 2-3 page paper.

Group Midterm Research Project: “Through Christian and Buddhist Eyes” 
Select a topic of your own interest.  (e.g. a world concern, self-improvement, philosophy, etc.)  Imagine yourself in an interfaith group. Sit down and dialogue over the topic from Christian and Buddhist perspectives attempting a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered in the paralleling of each tradition’s reactions to your topic. Research some Christian sources or biblical texts, as well as Buddhist sources and quotes to support your dialogue. The final project may be presented in a form of your choice- newsletter (4-6 pages); video (5-7 minutes); powerpoint (15-20 slides). These are approximate guidlelines. You may use an “interview style” to write up a “dialogue.”  Be creative, set the setting; place the people.

The grade for the presentation is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness. Cite your resources—at least 5 (books; internet sites, etc).  

Suggested topics:
1. Zen and Christian Arts
2. Tibetan Buddhist and Christian Symbols of Worship
3. Theravadan Buddhist and Christian Elements of Prayer
4. Mahayana Buddhist and Christian Chant and Song
5. Strategies for a Peaceful World:  Buddhist and Christian
[image: Description: http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:Psqei72atI6oRM:http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3240/3045726325_4fc2288968.jpg%3Fv%3D0]Final Exam:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination. 
ASSESSMENTS AND GRADING

Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria of participation, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.
Learning Outcome Assessment
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research and other class activities
· ability to critically apply content knowledge to current issues in society
· thoroughness of answers in quizzes, reflective assignments and research;
· understanding of.the subject matter from different viewpoints
· demonstration of the following 5 Core Competencies:
1.  Written communication		2.  Oral communication
3.  Quantitative reasoning		4.  Critical thinking
            5.  Information Literacy

Grade Calculation
	Core Competency
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	1,3,4,5
	Class Participation & Discussion
	10 classes
	350
	35%

	1,2,3,4,5
	Reflective Papers
	2
	200
	20%

	3,5
	Practice Journal
	10 entries
	200
	20%

	2,4,5
	Midterm Project
	1
	150
	15%

	3,4,5
	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10%

	
	
	Total:
	1000
	100%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: 0-60%
A =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C =  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D =  Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work. 
F =  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Late Work: Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late work unless properly excused. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.   
Incompletions and Withdrawal: Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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	Week 
	Topic
	Readings (*due following class) and Assignments

	Week 1
January 9

	*Introduction: 
Sacred Stories- Gautama Buddha, Jesus Christ & You 
	 Welcome to RE 357

Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 2 
2) Hanh: Chapt. 2

	Week 2
January 16

	*Dynamics of Dialogue

	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 3
2) Hanh: Chapt. 3 

	Week 3
January 23

*Jan. 24 – Marianist Founders’ Day Mass – 11:30AM, MRO

	*The Bodhisattva 
and the Saint
*Field Trip:
180th Birthday of Saint Marianne Cope, 6PM
2707 Pamoa Rd.
Honolulu 96822
	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 4
2) Hanh: Chapt. 4
Other Assignments:
1) Reflection Paper #1

	Week 4
January 30

	*Limitations and Virtue
	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chap. 5
2) Hanh: Chapt. 5

	Week 5
February 6

	*Freedom:  Liberation, Self-realization and Grace
	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 6
2) Hanh: Chapt. 6

	Week 6
February 13

*Feb. 14-Ash Wednesday Service, 12:30PM, MRO
*Lunar New Year
	*Spiritual Practice- Meditation
*Field Trip:
Kagyu Thegchen Ling, 6:30pm 
26 Gartley Place, Honolulu 96817
	Assignment:
1) Work on Midterm


	Week 7
February 20

	*Midterm Presentations 
	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 7
2) Hanh: Chapt. 7 

	Week 8
February 27

	*Death & Deathlessness

	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 8
2) Hanh: Chapt. 8

	Week 9
March 6
	*Everyday Journey
*Field Trip:
Bodhi Tree
654A Judd St. Honolulu, 96817
	Homework Readings:
1) Aitken: Chapt. 9
2) Hanh: Chapt. 9
Other Assignments:
1) Reflection Paper #2 (Journal Log)

	Week 10
March 13
	Final Exam
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POLICIES, MUTUAL RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION




Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 
"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	   	   	     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 	  	     that has been prepared by another individual.

This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

Title IX:
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the Counseling Center on campus or any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances. The information regarding changes will be announced in class. It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class.
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