Chaminade University

History 201—United States History to 1877
Fall 2017
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”—George Santayana 
“The past resembles the future as water resembles water.”—Ibn Khaldun

“The past is never dead. It's not even past.”—William Faulkner
Instructor: Jennifer Tope

Jennifer Tope has a Bachelor’s degree in history from the [image: image1.png]


University of Kansas, a Master’s degree in history from Northeastern University, and is currently pursuing a PhD in history. The First World War, the American Civil War, and the Civil Rights Movement are her major historical interests. Originally from the Midwest, she has lived all over the world—Maine, Virginia, Boston, London, Seoul and Hawaii. She loves to travel to new places and South Africa is her favorite place to visit. She has worked at numerous historic sites, including a major Civil War battlefield, the homes of Presidents John Adams and John Quincy Adams and the USS Arizona Memorial. 
E-Mail Address: jennifer.tope@ chaminade.edu PLEASE ONLY USE THIS ADDRESS—DO NOT EMAIL THROUGH Canvas OR YOU WILL NOT GET A RESPONSE!
When you email, please make sure you indicate who it is from and indicate what class you are in (History 201/U.S. History). I am here for you if you need assistance! I normally respond in less than a day, though in rare cases it could take up to two days. If it has been two full days and you have not heard back from me, please follow up to make sure I received your email.

If you have any problems with technology related to the course, make sure you contact the help desk.

By email: helpdesk@chaminade.edu 

Via website: http://clientservices.chaminade.edu/
Telephone: 808-735-4855 

Required Textbooks: 
· The Unfinished Nation, volume 1 by Alan Brinkley (7th edition), ISBN: 9780077412296 (An older edition is fine, but chapter and page numbers might be different.)
· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (any edition—available at no cost through many online sources)

Announcements: There are announcements that will be posted on Canvas throughout the semester. Please be sure you check them. I try to only post very important announcements, so almost every announcement is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. It is very important to check announcements on a regular basis. 
Chaminade Course Description: Starting with the convergence of European, African and Native American cultures in the sixteenth century, this course studies the multicultural history of the United States through its civil war. It focuses on the lives, work and service of Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral and ethical 164 development of the nation. Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond.
Academic Honesty


All work (discussions, tests, papers, etc.) for the course must be your own work. If you are caught cheating, you will receive a zero for the assignment and may be subject to further disciplinary action. Plagiarism detection programs will be used. 


Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. 


Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty the instructor or to a university official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. 


Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendation to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

· Upon successful completion of this course the student will have general knowledge of U.S. history 

· Upon successful completion of this course the student will have improved writing and analytical skills 

· Upon successful completion of this course the student will have a better understanding of the United States
Evaluation and Grading :
Syllabus Quiz
10 points
Quiz 1
    
25 points 

Quiz 2
    
25 points

Quiz 3
   
25 points

Quiz 4      
    
20 points


Quiz 5
    
15 points 

Quiz 6
    30 points

Quiz 7
    25 points   


Final Exam    50 points   

Essay 1
    40 points 

Essay 2
    80 points

Discussions    90 points 

A 
392-435  
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B
348-391  
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.


C
305-347 
Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.


D         261-304        
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of   prerequisite course work.

F
260-0   

Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given. 
Assignments:
Lectures


   Lectures are in PowerPoint format with audio. I have tried to make the lectures quite a lot like the experience you would have in a traditional class. I recommend download and listening to the lectures, taking notes as you go along, just as you would in class. 

Chaminade gives us a VERY limited amount of file space on Canvas, so all of the lectures can be found here: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B9ncY4Aj4-rJMGhqOTNnanpLNzg?usp=sharing. They are organized by unit and are numbered, so it should be very clear what you need for each unit. You might be required to login to google drive using your CHAMINADE account in order to see the files. 

Quizzes

   All quizzes are multiple choice (if you look in the gradebook or the above grading scale it shows how many points/questions are on each quiz) and open book/notes but you will need to be familiar with the material before you take the quizzes because there is a time limit (e.g. 45 minutes to do 30 question quiz).  Do not assume that the quizzes will be easy because it is open book and an online class—prepare as if you cannot use your book because it is doubtful you will have time to look up more than a few answers. 
If you have an emergency and are unable to take the quiz, please contact me immediately—in advance if possible. Your email can be brief, but you must contact me and let me know you will not be taking the quiz, and then submit documentation as soon as possible. If you do not, you will not be allowed to make up the quiz. 
Essays


    The essay questions/topics and their due dates are listed on the course schedule. Write a short essay answering the question you choose.  Each paper should be approximately 300-600 words in length. If you go over the word count, I will mark your essay down one letter grade. I will assign a grade and mark things that are wrong so that you will hopefully learn from this assignment—you do not have to make the corrections, but please review them.  When I am done grading all the papers, the corrections can be found in the dropbox and/or the gradebook. I will accept late papers, but late papers will be marked down. If you would like a good grade, please see the end of the syllabus for more information regarding the writing assignments and how to do them correctly. Despite its length, this is a formal writing assignment so write it as you would a formal paper, not an email to a friend. Please upload your paper (preferably as MSWord .doc) to the Dropbox in Canvas. Please include your name in the file name so I can identify the author of the paper and give you credit for it. 
 
    If you use other sources (it is highly recommended that you do NOT use any sources other than your books and notes), make sure you cite the source. If you do not cite your sources, I will give you a ZERO for the paper and the incident will be reported to the dean—you will most likely flunk the class. MLA is the recommended citation style, but you may also use APA or Chicago as well. If you do not know what plagiarism is, you need to seek help! A good resource is: http://www.plagiarism.org/

    Extra Credit: If you earn an A- or better on the essays, you will receive ten extra credit points. If you earn a B- or better, you will receive five extra points.
Discussions


Each week, there will be discussion questions posted. You must post a response to both questions.  “I agree” or “Yes” does not qualify as a substantive response. Your posting should be approximately 60-80 words. Please proofread your work—do not post sloppy work! You will get all the points as long as you do the posts and you do not post obvious careless, sloppy work. 

Please be respectful to your classmates and instructor at all times—inappropriate, mean or disrespectful comments will not be tolerated. If you would not say something to someone in person, do not write it in an email or post it on a discussion board. Instructor will monitor the discussions and provide feedback and guidance when needed. If you do not hear from me much on the discussion board that means you are on the right track. Please do not post questions for me on the discussion board because I do not check it nearly as often as I check email. If you have any problems, please contact me. I will contact you directly if there are any problems with your discussion posts. 
COURSE SCHEDULE

Late assignments will be marked down. If you miss an exam or assignment for a valid reason (significant illness, etc.), please provide documentation to the professor (e.g. doctor’s note, obituary, etc.).  All assignments are due at midnight (end of the day) HST on the due date. Please pay careful attention to the due dates. Note that some weeks we cover more material than others (and that means a longer quiz)—please plan accordingly. 
Unit 1 Introduction to the Course
· Carefully review the syllabus (VERY important) 

· Post introduction—due October 7
· Take Syllabus quiz—due October 8
· Get familiar with Canvas and download Unit 2 files to make sure you can listen to them

Unit 2 Europe, Africa and the Americas before Columbus and American Colonization in the Seventeenth Century

· Read chapters 1-2 in The Unfinished Nation
· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due October 14
· Quiz 1—Available October 13-15
Unit 3 Colonial Society and the American Revolution 

· Read chapters 3-5 in The Unfinished Nation
· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due October 21
· Quiz 2—Available October 20-22
Unit 4 A New Constitution and the Early Republic

· Read chapters 6-7 in The Unfinished Nation
· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Write Essay 1—due October 28

· Post responses to discussion questions—due October 28
· Quiz 3—Available October 27-29
Unit 5 The Era of Good Feelings and the Rise of Andrew Jackson

· Read chapters 8-9 in The Unfinished Nation and chapters 1-5 in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Please note: if your edition has other material in addition to the narrative, you only need to read the parts written by Douglass)

· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due November 4
· Quiz 4—Available November 3-5
Unit 6 Economic Revolution in the North and Slavery in the South

· Read chapters 10-11 in The Unfinished Nation and chapters 6-11 in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Please note: if your edition has other material in addition to the narrative, you only need to read the parts written by Douglass)

· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due November 11
· Quiz 5—Available November 10-12
Unit 7 Religion, Reform, and the Turbulent 1850s 

· Read chapters 12-13 in The Unfinished Nation 
· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due November 18
· Quiz 6—Available November 17-19
November 20—Last day to drop the course

Unit 8—There is only one assignment this week to allow you some time to celebrate the holiday, but you might want to start Unit 9

· Write Essay 2—due November 26

Unit 9 The Civil War and Reconstruction

· Read chapters 14-15 in The Unfinished Nation and the Confederate Articles of Secession (on Canvas)

· Listen to PowerPoint Lectures

· Post responses to discussion questions—due December 2
Final Exam—Available December 9 and 10
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