Dr. Cheryl Edelson                                                    
English 314-01/Fall 2017
MWF 11:30-12:20
Henry Hall 203
 
Contact:
Office: Henry 206O
Office Hours by appointment               
email: cedelson@chaminade.edu
Phone: (808) 735-4826
 
Backgrounds in American Literature
This historical survey offers a broad-based introduction to American literature.  Our readings encounter examples of Native American and kanaka maoli literatures, European narratives of exploration and settlement, and fiction, poetry, and drama of the last three centuries. Literary/ historical contexts will include the genres of the Captivity Narrative and the Sentimental novel as well as productions associated with Transcendentalism, Realism, Modernism, and Postmodernism. Students will be asked to participate in class conversations, submit weekly response posts, write two in-class exams, and submit two formal essays.
 
Course Objectives:
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:
--the ability to define various critical approaches and apply them to given texts 
--the ability to define, identify, and articulate major movements/ periods in American literature including significant authors, texts, and issues 
--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills 
--the ability to conceive of a topic and to undertake steps necessary to compose a research paper of substantial length, including the discernment of primary from secondary sources
--the ability to correctly format and document a researched paper using MLA style
--clear, persuasive, and coherent prose writing
--a greater understanding of one’s self and her/his relationship to the world in which we live
Required Texts:
All of the readings for this course will be available online as etexts. Links to the course texts are available in the syllabus and our course Canvas page.
Additional readings and films will be available online, via library reserve, and/or Canvas.
 
Course Requirements and Student Expectations:
Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of classes (6 sessions) will be dropped from the course.
 
The course requirements include two formal essays, weekly response papers, a midterm and final exam, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  
Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities, Dr. Edelson.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2017-2018 General Catalogue.
I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.
 
 
Disability Access:
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly. Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making the necessary accommodates. Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students.
Title IX Compliance:
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following:
· Chaminade Counseling Center: (808) 735-4845
· Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.
 
 
Essay Guidelines:
 
Essays are due at midnight HST on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments only) by email to our course Canvas site.
 
All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title.
 
Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted. Essays that are submitted late may not be commented on in detail. If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course. 
 
Distribution:
 
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%
Weekly Response Postings 10%
Short Critical Paper 15%
Term Paper 25%
Midterm Exam 20%
Final Exam 20% 
Grading Scale:
A= 90-100%
B= 80-89%
C= 70-79%
D= 60-69%
F= 0-59%
 
Schedule of Assignments:
(Subject to revision)
 
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.
**Additional Readings TBA
 
Week 1
Mon. 8/28: Introductions
Wed. 8/30: Native American Oral Tradition
Friday 9/1: No Class Meeting --Fall Spiritual Convocation (11:30-1:30)
 
Week 2 
Mon. 9/4:  Labor Day Holiday—No Class Meeting 
Watch The West: A Film (Stephen Ives, 1996)
Wed. 9/6: Native American texts, cont’d
Friday 9/8: The Spanish and the New World: Columbus, Cabeza de Vaca, Perez de Villagra, Hopi Responses
Link Journal of the First Voyage of Columbus
Please read the following pages in Journal of the First Voyage to America by Christopher Columbus:

Pages 87-88 (Introduction) 
Pages 125-146 (Sunday, Oct. 21st through Monday, Nov. 12th)
http://www.americanjourneys.org/pdf/AJ-062.pdf
Link to excerpts from History of New Mexico by Perez de Villagra:
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/exploration/text1/villagra.pdf
Screen film Conquest of America: Southwest
There are three readings for The Pueblo Revolt of 1680. This was an Indian revolt against the Spanish in New Mexico. 

Please read the following texts:

1. Prelude to the Pueblo Revolt (available through the link below)
http://www.elpalacio.org/placeseries/fall07PuebloRevolt.pdf 

2. Don Antonio de Otermin's account of the Pueblo Revolt (available on "files")

3. "As They Had Been in Ancient Times" (available on "files")
Please read the chapters listed below from Cabeza de Vaca's La Relacion.
Link to Cabeza de Vaca's La Relacion:
http://alkek.library.txstate.edu/swwc/cdv/book/109.html 

Chapter VII
Chapter VIII
Chapter X
Chapter XI
Chapter XXI
Chapter XXIV
Chapter XXVII
Chapter XXXII
Chapter XXXIII
Chapter XXXIV
 
Week 3
M 9/11: The Spanish and the New World: Columbus, Cabeza de Vaca (see Friday, 9/8)
W 9/13: Columbus and Cabeza de Vaca continued
F 9/15: John Winthrop, “A Modell of Christian Charity”; selections from The Journal of John Winthrop; William Bradford, selections from Of Plymouth Plantation
Link to A Modell of Christian Charity:
https://archive.org/stream/AModelOfChristianCharity#page/n0/mode/2up 
Link to William Bradford "
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~public/bradford/brad.html#one
Week 4
M 9/18: Anne Bradstreet; Edward Taylor
Anne Bradstreet Poems
Upon the Burning of Our House
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/43707
The Author to Her Book
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/43697
Before the Birth of One of Her Children
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/46450 
 
Edward Taylor Poems 
Huswifery
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/46133 
Upon a Spider Catching a Fly
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poems/detail/46132
 
 
W 9/18: Puritan texts, continued--Poems of Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor
 
F 9/22: Mary Rowlandson, The Narrative of The Captivity and Restoration of Mary Rowlandson 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/851/851-h/851-h.htm
 
Week 5
M 9/25: Jonathon Edwards; Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography
W 9/27: Franklin, cont. 
F 9/29: Franklin, cont.
 
Week 6
M 10/2: Susanna Rowson, Charlotte Temple, a tale of truth
 W 10/4: Rowson, cont’d
 F 10/6: Rowson, cont’d
 
Week 7
M 10/9: Discoverer’s Day Holiday—No Class Meeting 
W 10/11: Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” (1819/20) 
F 10/13: Irving, cont’d; Short Critical Essay Due
 
Week 8 (19th Century Literature/Transcendentalism)
M 10/16: Irving (cont’d); Emerson, “Self-Reliance” (1841/47)
W 10/18: TBA 
F 10/20: (Slave Narratives)
Brown, Narrative of the life of Henry Box Brown (1851) (available on canvas)
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
 
Week 9 (19th Century—Transcendentalism)
M 10/23: Brown, cont’d 
W 10/25: Midterm Review
F 10/27: Midterm Exam
Fuller, from Woman in the Nineteenth Century (1844)
 
Week 10 (19th Century—American Romanticism/Gothic)
M 10/30: Thoreau, Walden (1854) 
W 11/1: Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” (1835) and “The Birth-Mark” (1843) 
F 11/3: Poe, “Ligeia” (1838/45) and “The Fall of the House of Usher” (1844/45)
 
Week 11 (19th Century)
M 11/6: Poe, cont’d 
W 11/8: (American Romanticism/Gothic)
TBA
F 11/10: Veteran’s Day Holiday—No Class Meeting 
 
Week 12 (19th Century--Poetry)
M 11/13: TBA
W 11/15: Melville, “Bartleby, The Scrivener” (1853)
F 11/17: Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855); Dickinson, selections TBA
 
Week 13 (Realism/Naturalism)
M 11/20: Davis, Life in the Iron Mills (1861) (available on canvas) 
W 11/22: Wharton, The House of Mirth (1905)
(Chapters 1-5)
 
F 11/24: Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class Meeting
 
Week 14
M 11/27: Wharton, The House of Mirth
(Chapters 6-10)
W 11/29: Wharton, The House of Mirth
(Chapters 11-14)
F 12/1: Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1915)
 
Week 15 (Modernism)
M 12/4: Frost, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (1923)
W 12/6: Term Paper Due 
F 12/8: Review for Final Exam
 
Final Exam: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 (11:00 am-1:00 pm)
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