Fall 2017: BI300 - 02 - Scientific Writing 
Instructor: 

Helen Turner PhD (hturner@chaminade.edu)
Class Meetings: 
Friday 830-920 WSC116 

Office Hours: 

Wesselkamper 116, 

By appointment only (contact hharakun@chaminade.edu)
Required Text: 

None
General Course Objectives:

· Intensively introduce students to science writing.

· Overview of the purpose and process of scientific publications, peer review and criteria for inclusion in the literature.  

· Focus upon the development of written arguments, discussion of data and interpretation/analysis. 

· Course will culminate in the production and review of a grant proposal.

Specific Student Objectives:

· Understand the difference(s) in approach to scientific writing compared to creative writing 

· Appreciate the need for clarity and technical specificity of written work to meet standards in the field for peer review.

· Evaluate the basics of a peer-reviewed primary research articles, including conceptual framework and critical analysis of data. 

· Be able to demonstrate that they know what is needed to summarize a group of scientific studies into an abstract.

· To complete and present the foundation for a new scientific study/hypothesis based on current published literature 

Grading:

Class participation
300points

Final paper
 
700 points 

Total


1000 points
90% or greater = 
A
900 points

80-89% = 

B
800-899 points

70-79% = 

C
700-799 points

60-69% = 

D
600-699 points

59% or less = 

F
599 points or less

Attendance/Participation:

· Presence in class is mandatory and necessary in order for a student to fully grasp concepts and applications.  

· More than three unexcused absences (instructor’s prerogative) will result in a grade reduction.

· If you miss a class it is YOUR responsibility to ask the instructor for the information that you missed and to pick up any handouts that may have been distributed.

· It is highly suggested that students bring their text book with them to class as there may be in class activities that will require the use of the text.

Miscellaneous:
· Music Devices and Cellular Phones:  Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes, as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class.

· ADA Accomodations:  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH Couseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes.  Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php

The university is an academic community with high professional standards.  Its teaching function is seriously disrupted and subverted by academic dishonesty. Such dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, which includes giving/receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination; obtaining information about an examination before it is given, using inappropriate/not allowed sources during an examination; altering answers after an examination has been submitted; and altering the records on any grade. (Refer to the Chaminade University catalog for further information).

