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RE 308: Christian Ethics
[image: C:\Users\Reggie Mae\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\S1D51RXZ\ethics-restaurant[1].gif]Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall Undergraduate Day AY2017-2018 

TIME:			2:30-5:20 pm. 
DAYS:		Mondays 
Instructor:		Regina Pfeiffer 
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:	M: 7:30-8:30 am and 12:30-1:30pm; F: 1:30-5:30pm
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E
OFFICE PHONE:	808 739.8536	

COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	Exploring Christian Ethics: Biblical Foundations for Morality by Kyle Fedler

Students should have access to a Bible, using any of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New International Version with Apocrypha. Links to a Bible may be found on http://www.usccb.org Click on tab indicating Bible.

Additional readings will be assigned throughout the term.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course examines the ethical implications of the Christian faith for the individual and community. Students will be engaged in a dialogue among Christian and non-Christian traditions of human dignity and social justice. Special emphasis will be placed on liberation from oppressive social structures, competing images of church and religion in society, and the assertion that humans are created in the image of God. Offered alternate semesters. Prerequisites: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course are:
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)
1. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (developed)
2. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; (developed)
3. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values; (developed)


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
On completion of this course, students will be able to:
· describe the foundations of Christian ethics and its relationship with the main doctrines and concepts; (PLO 1 and 3)
· apply the concepts to a particular context, particularly in a secular setting appropriate for Hawaii. (PLO 4 and 5)
· reflect on one's personal faith and/or life journey as lived in the community. (PLO 4).

COURSE METHODOLOGY
Classroom work will consist of lecture, group discussions and other methods suitable for classroom environments. Students must be prepared for class discussion by completing reading and note card assignments. 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student's work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

Student Assessment
Students will be assessed based on the following scale:
· Participation							15 points
· Reflection cards						15 points
· Essays 								30 points
· Final Exam Part one: Foundational knowledge		25 points
· Final exam Part two: Essays or Service Learning		25 points
The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Grading will be based on participation and assignments (note cards, essays, term project) and final exam.  Assignments and papers, except for reflection cards, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. 

Note:  University policy allows students with documented disabilities to receive and obtain equal access for their courses. Eligibility must be verified through Student Affairs Office. If accommodations are needed, please let the instructor know as soon as possible so that the appropriate office can be notified for processing request. 


Grading Scale
	Letter grade
	Percentage score
	Unexcused absences (meaning did not contact instructor regarding absence)
	Demonstrates the following:

	A
	90-100% of points possible and
	No more than ONE unexcused absence
	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

	B
	80-100% of points possible and
	No more than TWO unexcused absences
	Superior work done in a 
consistent and intellectual 
manner.

	C
	70-100% of points possible and 
	No more than THREE unexcused absences
	Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject 
matter.


	D
	63% -100% of points possible and
	FOUR OR MORE unexcused absences
	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

	F
	62% or lower  of points possible regardless of attendance
	
	



Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Attendance – unexcused absences
Note that if you DO NOT contact the instructor within a day of your absence, preferably by 
email, you will receive an unexcused absence. The reason for your absence should be provided inthe email or phone message even if it is that you overslept or was caught in traffic. In other 
words, contacting the instructor is more important than why you missed class. Email is best sent either through CANVAS or by using this address: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu

If you have extenuating circumstances that did not allow you to contact the instructor within 24 
hours, please let me know when you do contact me. However, instructor should be notified no 
more than five days of a missed class.

Class participation
Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions and other learning activities whilein class and will be given based on the week. If you are using surfing the internet, texting friendsor other checking emails or other uses for personal activities and not class pursuits during a 
group discussion or while watching a film, you have not actively participated and will not 
receive credit for participation for the week. (If you think I don’t see it, you underestimate your 
instructor).

Reflection cards
These assignments are intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from text and other required readings. Each chapter of the text and any additional reading assignment require a note card to be submitted. Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:
On side one:
· Student name
· Chapter or article title.
· Select either a statement or concept that you either -- 
found interesting and why
didn't understand but need to know
agreed or disagreed with and why
would like to learn more about and why
· Provide page number and paragraph location

On side two:
· Write at least three words you didn't understand or whose definition is unclear. Write the definition of two of them.
· Write at least one question that you would like answered.
Essay Assignments
[bookmark: _GoBack]Select any three essays to submit as a written assignment. Submit your essays on CANVAS on or before the due dates as follows: Oct. 16, Nov. 13 and Dec 4.

Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Make certain you put your last name and page number top left in the header as done in this syllabus. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, appropriate and applicable examples, accurate use of terms, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as "form" instead of "from" but are used incorrectly.

If you are citing something from the text or Bible, make certain you cite properly. All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from text. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Final Exam
Final exam Part one (PLO 1; SLO 1; Provide an Integral Quality Education; WASC Competency Information Literacy)
The final exam will consist of two main parts.  The first section will be testing foundational 
knowledge associated with ethics. This will consist of major terms.



Final Exam Part two: Exam questions or Service learning (PLO 1,4 5; SLO 4 and 5; Educate for Service, Justice and Peace; WASC Competency: Written Communication, Critical Thinking)

Students will choose between one of the following two options for completion of the Final Exam Part Two. Choice #1 is to respond to essay questions. Choice #2 is to work on and complete a service learning project, then writing a paper connecting that service learning activity to at least one key concept discussed throughout the course.

Exam questions:
This option will test students’ ability to apply the concepts learned in class to Christian ethics in 
terms of both virtue ethics and identifying Christian responses to specific dilemmas, 
thus correlating scriptural and other Christian sources as the bases for making ethical choices. 
The essays are expected to thoroughly answer the question or dilemma and include citations
using MLA format. The number of essays to write will be at least five.

OR

Service Learning
In lieu of the essay portion of the final exam, students may choose to complete a service learning project. Students are to complete a minimum of 12 hours for a non-profit institution. 
Several options are listed on the Service Learning website, but students may assist at any 
non-profit organization. All forms (waiver, log and evaluation) must be completed as required 
and submitted to Candice Sakuda by dates listed on Service Learning website 
(www.chaminade.edu/service-learning). Students are expected to keep a journal indicating dates and times of service with reflection. Detailed handout on how to complete the journal will be 
available on CANVAS. Requirements include journal and service learning paper described 
below.

Service-Learning paper should be a minimum of five pages and must include all of the 
following:
· Organization and brief description of the organization’s main focus;
· Description of service performed for the organization;
· Correlation to a minimum of at least one concept from course using appropriate and relevant material from course – scripture; handouts; additional reading assignments (C paper -- higher score if two or more correlations are made);
· Student growth as indicated by current and future civic engagement.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we 
encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy 
environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. 
Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Counseling Center  June Yasuhara or Bro. Ed Brink, SM.


RE 308 Course Schedule (further dates to be given later)

	Date
	Class Content
	Reading assignment for the Session
Read before class begins and bring note card with you.

	Session one
Aug. 28
	Introduction to course

Service Learning Options

What is ethics? 
	

	Session two
Sept. 11
	Ethics 
What are different ways of understanding ethics?

How do people make moral decisions?

Kohlberg dilemmas
	Read Chapter One – 
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
"The Foundations of Christian Morality" 

	Session three
Sept. 18
	Film – Legal, ethical and moral: Is there a difference? 

We’re No Angels
	Read Chapters  Two and Three
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

Essay assignment A
Think about what you know about Jesus as a moral person. What in Jesus' life would indicate that he is a model of moral and ethical principles? (If you are unfamiliar with the life and person of Jesus, you may select a person that you consider moral and ethical.) Give specific examples to support your answer. 

	Session four
Sept. 25

	Use of Scripture and other sources in Christian guidance

Key themes in Scriptures that shape ethics


	Read Chapter 4
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

Essay Assignment B:
Select one of the characters in the film. Which ethical principle do you think that person is following as discussed in Chapter one of the text and identified in the documentary we watched? Give specific examples from the person’s words and actions that lead you to your conclusion.	





	Session five Oct. 2

	God, Humans and Creation in Genesis 1-3


Moral dilemma – Who creates:  God or us?

Gattaca


	Read Chapter Five
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
 
Reading assignment on CANVAS – “Biotechnology, Genetics, and Human Cloning”
 

	Session six
Oct. 16


	The Mosaic Covenant: New Guidelines for a New People


	Read Chapter Six
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

First Essay due on CANVAS

Essay Assignment option C 
The film Gattaca contains many of the key ideas discussed in the case study on “Biotechnology, Genetics and Human Cloning.” Select one of the issues raised, whether genetic testing before birth or protecting the privacy of genetic information. Discuss how this issue is included in the film. Then, what might be some moral concerns related to that issue. How does the film address those moral issues?

	Session seven
Oct. 23

	Prophets: Spokespersons for God and Troublers of Israel

Moral dilemma - TBD

	Read Chapters Seven 
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
and assigned readings

Essay Assignment option D:
TBD based on film and moral dilemma


	Session eight
Oct. 30

	Discipleship and the Teachings of Jesus

Moral dilemma – TBD
	Read Chapter Eight
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
and assigned readings

Essay Assignment option E:
TBD based on film and moral dilemma

	Session Nine
Nov. 6
	Imitation and the Life of Jesus


	Read Chapter Nine
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics





	Session Ten
Nov. 13
	The Ethics of Paul: Grace and New Creation


Moral dilemma – TBD
	Read Chapter Ten
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics 

Second Essay Due on CANVAS
Essay Assignment option F: 
Select one of the characters in the film. Describe how that person was "bound" and liberated as described in the text’s chapter on Imitation and the Life of Jesus? How did that liberation occur?

Or:
Essay Assignment option G:
In the film, one of the major causes of homelessness was becoming an orphan. How is homelessness similar to and different from the experience of Hugo? What can be done today to help those living on the streets?


	Session Eleven
Nov. 27

	Applying Christian Ethical principles
	Read Epilogue
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

	Session Twelve
Dec. 4
	Course Evaluation 
Final exam part one
	Third essay due on CANVAS

	Final Exam
	
	Due by NOON, on CANVAS Monday, Dec. 11
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