Religion 301.01								Jesus: God and Man
Classroom:  Henry 227							T&TH, 11:30am-12:50 pm
Professor:  Dr. Peter Steiger, Ph.D.						Fall 2017
Phone: 440-4212 (4212 on campus)						Office:  Henry 206K
Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu						T&TH 10-11am, W 1:30-4:30pm

Catalogue Description – Jesus: God and Man
Students will explore the Jesus of History & the Christ of Faith with consideration given to the varied perspectives of the church’s living-faith tradition.  Students will study ancient, medieval, and contemporary controversies that pertain to the meaning, person, and story of Jesus of Nazareth.  Special attention will be given to understanding the applicability of Jesus’ message and spirit for our global human predicament.

Required Texts:
New American Bible.  (Catholic World Press/World Bible Publishers:  2011)
Anselm.  Basic Writing.  Translated with introduction by Thomas Williams.  (Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., Indianapolis, IN: 1997).
Athanasius.  On the Incarnation.  Preface by C.S. Lewis; translation and introduction by John Behr.  Popular Patristics series.  (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, Yonkers, NY: 2012).
Various required readings will be provided on reserve in the library and on Canvas throughout the semester.  Students should be prepared to copy or electronically access these so that the can be used during class.

Teaching Objectives:
	The principal objective of this course is to invite the student to read, write and think about Jesus called the Christ, who he is, what he accomplished, his particularity as an historical personage, and his impact on past and contemporary cultures.  Beginning with biblical texts, the course will examine critical developments in the Christian tradition – from patristic through medieval to modern times.  Consideration will be given to the early christological debates, conciliar statements and the various heresies they sought to address. The student will also be encouraged to engage with two classical Christological statements by Athanasius and Anselm.  An objective of the course will be to encourage deeper engagement with the Christian message by asking the students to answer Jesus’ query “who do you say that I am?”

Learning Outcomes:
General Education Courses – Religious Studies Discipline – Student Learning Outcomes
1) The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of
     ultimate meaning that will intellectually & spiritually engage them throughout their lives
2) The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical 
    development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions

* RE301 will  specifically aim at achieving gen ed student learning outcome #2

The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals
Goal One: 
We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 
by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, 
and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation
Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the
Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Tradition 
in our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult appropriation 
of the faith within a nurturing academic environment



Course Assessment:
	Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into three parts:  participation, examination, and summation.  Participation will be based on attendance and preparation for class through completion of a reading journal.  Participation will be worth 40% of the final grade.  Attendance is worth 10% of the final grade and any absence, for any reason, will receive a 2% deduction of the final grade.  More than five absences may result in failure of the course; at five unexcused absences, the student will be encouraged to withdraw from the course, since it will be very difficult to pass.  In addtion, students are expected to attend all presentation days, most especially those days when they are presenting to the class, but also for presentations of their classmates; you are being educated in a family spirit, and that means being actively engaged when other members of the class are presenting.  Any student who misses a presentation day will lose an additional 2% for days when they were not scheduled to present, and 3% when they miss their presentation date.  This means that if you miss a day that you or your group are scheduled to present, you will lose half a letter grade, or 5%; missing a day when others present will result in the loss of 4% of your final grade.  Excused absences will be granted at the discretion of the professor, but will require a written explanation and documentation of the absence.  Any excused absence must be made up by meeting with the professor in person and completion of a replacement written assignment.  At that make up meeting, students are expected to show their completed journal entry, in order to receive credit, if it was checked on the day missed.  A student who attends does participate in the class, but she/he may not be prepared!  Preparation will be based on completion of assigned readings and journal entry that will question, summarize and react to the assigned readings.  Students must compose 15 journal entries for the semester, for the readings assigned in the syllabus, each worth 2% of the final grade (a total of 30%).  Each entry must be 600-800 words, made up of 100 words in the form of five substantive questions on which you require more explanation or discussion from the professor, a 400-500 word summary of the main ideas and agruments of the readings, and 100-200 words of reaction to one or two keys ideas or quotes that provoked your thinking. Students will be called upon to share their thoughts on the assigned readings, so preparation of the journal is essential.  If a student is not prepared to read from her/his journal or share some ideas about the assigned readings, then there will be a deduction of 2% from the final grade for lack of preparation.  Journals will be checked on the date they are due.  Failure to bring required materials to class may also result in deduction of preparation points.  The completed journal will be worth 30% of the final grade; further instructions on the journal will follow.  Role will be taken promptly at the beginning of each class.  If a student is not present during role, they will be marked absent.  Regular tardy arrival will not be tolerated.  
Examination will be assessed by means of four, Canvas-based essay quizzes:  each quiz is worth 10% of the final grade, a total of 40% of the final grade.  Each quiz will consist of three essay topics, but the student will not know which topic they will be quizzed on.  The quiz will be posted on the canvas website, students will have two days, forty eight hours in which to open the quiz.  Once the quiz it opened, the student will have two hours to complete the essay quiz question they receive.  Each quiz response will require a six-eight paragraph essay demonstrating comprehension and synthesis of the assigned reading and lectures.  One week prior to the scheduled exam, the professor will provide a list of likely essay topics, but these topics WILL NOT be the quiz questions, since that would enable students to simply cut and paste answers into the quiz.  Rather, the professor will provide topic areas and the quiz questions will ask you to develop and elaborate on the topic.  All quizzes will be submitted via Canvas, so please make sure you are familiar with how this platform works.  Examination is worth 40% of the final.  The final quiz will occur during the finals week, but it is not cumulative and there will be no specified meeting site for the final quiz, since it is to be completed on Canvas.
Summation will be assessed by means of two projects and presentations: one is a group project on a canonical Gospel, and the other is an individual mini-research paper on either On the Incarnation by Athanasius or Cur Deus Homo (Why the God-Man) by Anselm.  Each project/presentation will be worth 10% of the final grade and each student will be required to present in class.  Details on these assignments will follow later.
Breakdown of point valuation will be the following:
Participation - Attendance (10%) + Journal (15x2%=30%) = 40% of final grade
Examination -	Canvas Quizzes: 4 x 10% = 40% of final grade
Summation -  Gospel Group project (10%) + Mini-research paper/presenation (10%) = 20% of final grade
Grading Scale:
A – (91-100%)	B – (80-90%)		C – (70-79%)		D – (63-69%)		Failure (<63%)
Expectations of Students:  Please refer to the General Catalogue for 2017-2018 or the Student Handbook for appropriate Classroom Policies and Attendance

Instructor’s attendance policy and other policies:
Absence from class will significantly affect your ability to do well in this course. Christology is difficult to understand and readings will be discussed and explained during the class meetings. Each absence will result in a 2% deduction from the participation portion of your final grade, since you cannot participate if you are not present. In addition, if you are called upon to participate, and are unprepared, there will be a 2% deduction from the participation portion of your final grade.  In addtion, students are expected to attend all presentation days, most especially those days when they are presenting to the class, but also for presentations of their classmates; you are being educated in a family spirit, and that means being actively engaged when other members of the class are presenting.  Any student who misses a presentation day will lose an additional 2% for days when they were not scheduled to present, and 3% when they miss their presentation date.  This means that if you miss a day that you or your group are scheduled to present, you will lose half a letter grade, or 5%; missing a day when others present will result in the loss of 4% of your final grade.  Any work missed during an excused absence must be submitted within one week following the required meeting with the professor. Excused absences will be granted at the discretion of the professor but are rare and usually require documentation of the cause of the absence; the following are not excusable absences: overslept, missed bus, forgot, had to work, traffic. You should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s appointments outside of class time. Contact the professor before class if you are ill and unable to attend. Notification of absence prior to class does not constitute an excused absence, but is a sign of respect and responsibility. Extended illness may require adjustments, but generally students are required to make up missed work and classes through additional exercises. Student athletes should meet with the professor during the first week of class to discuss how to keep up with the course during road trips.  Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role. If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class. A habit of tardiness may be penalized.
Please make sure that all cell phones, pagers and portable, personal devices are off during class.  Use of laptop computers for note taking is not permitted.  Text messaging is strictly forbidden.  All phones must be silenced and out of sight during class time; this course requires attention and concentration, both of which mobile electronic devices discourage. GIVE YOUR SOUL A BREAK AND DISCONNECT FOR THE HOUR WE ARE IN CLASS.  If the class is disturbed, you are asked to approach the professor after class to explain and apologize. If you are expecting a potential emergency call, please notify the professor before class begins, then keep the mobile phone on vibrate.  Please do not eat during class; drinks are permitted in closed containers; please clean up any moisture on desk top before departing class. If you have an emergency during class, please depart quietly. ADA accommodations are available but require documentation as specified in the student handbook. The policies and schedule below are subject to change.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Journal/notebook and textbooks:
Every student is required to keep a journal/notebook.  Students must purchase the composition type journal available in the bookstore. This journal must be brought to class every day. The first half will serve as your journal, the second half as your notebook for the course. Every journal entry must be a minimum of 600 words in length. You will be given instruction on how to organize each entry, but generally they should be labeled with the date and number of each entry. It is important that the journal be kept up to date, as the professor may ask the student to read from the journal at any time to assure that students are participating and preparing for the class as assigned by the syllabus. Journals will be checked throughout the semester and failure to keep up to date will be penalized by loss of credit toward your participation portion of the course grade.  Please bring the journal/notebook and textbooks to class daily; failure to have the required texts may result in loss of preparation/participation points.
Aloha ke Akua - God is love

Characteristics of Education in the Marianist Tradition
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Bear witness to the Gospel with a personal and committed faith that touches the heart. 
· Promote a dialogue between faith and culture which illuminates reality from the perspective of the Gospel. 
· Impart the principle that each person has an ethical and moral responsibility for his or her personal and social world. 
· Form students in Gospel values and Christian attitudes. 
· Educate in a free and responsible style which elicits a personal response of faith. 
· Bear witness with a faithful commitment to the Church that makes the Gospel credible today and tomorrow. 
· Make present the example and influence of Mary as the first disciple and as an educator in faith. 
PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Promote quality education of the whole person. 
· Provide coherent curricula, professional personnel, and adequate facilities and finances. 
· Develop respect for the uniqueness and dignity of the person as a daughter or son of God, unique and individual. 
· Develop interior spirit and self-knowledge. 
· Develop concern for global and local issues of culture, ecology, and the use of technology. 
· Foster a diverse school community. 
· Offer Mary as a model of integrity in relation to the realities of the world. 
EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Create a favorable environment for education. 
· Cultivate interpersonal relationships characterized by openness, respect, integrity and dialogue. 
· Form an educational community with collaborative structures and processes. 
· Express their authority as loving and dedicated servants. 
· Influence others by exhibiting Marian traits of openness, hospitality, graciousness and faith. 
EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to
· Promote a missionary spirit for the reign of God. 
· Educate for solidarity with the poor and marginalized. 
· Promote the dignity and rights of women. 
· Establish faith communities that promote reflective programs of service. 
· Announce, under the prophetic influence of Mary, the goodness and justice of God and denounce oppression. 
EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE - Educators In The Marianist Tradition Seek To
· Educate students to shape a hope-filled future. 
· Educate persons to accept and respect differences in a pluralistic society. 
· Develop critical thinking skills in the search for truth. 
· Promote openness and adaptation to local and global contexts through inculturation and interdisciplinary programs. 
· Respond to the signs of the times in faith. ("Do whatever he tells you.")
Live Aloha!
What does Live Aloha stand for? Perhaps Pilahi Paki explained it best with use of the Hawaiian huna. Each letter in the word Aloha represents another Hawaiian word, and together these five words most completely express the truth of aloha: "Aloha is the coordination of mind and heart . . . it's within the individual. It brings you down to yourself. You must think and emote good feelings to others.
  A stands for AKAHAI, meaning kindness, to be expressed with tenderness. 
  L stands for LOKAHI, meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony. 
  O stands for OLU`OLU, meaning agreeable, to be expressed with pleasantness. 
  H stands for HA`AHA`A, meaning humility, to be expressed with modesty. 
  A stands for AHONUI, meaning patience, to be expressed with perseverance."
