ED406: Psychological Foundations of Education (Winter 2004)

Chaminade University of Honolulu Dept. of Education

Instructor: 
Matthew J. Morgan



PO Box 860873, Wahiawa, HI  96786-0873



624-0086



mmorgan77@yahoo.com

Description:
Comprehensive coverage of the theories and basic concepts of Educational Psychology, and presentation of tools and strategies to help diverse student populations in elementary and secondary classrooms become independent, self-directed, and creative individuals.

Rationale:
This course assists prospective teachers with a general overview of the theories and basic concepts of educational psychology.  The course includes the development of cognition and language, learner differences, behaviorism and social cognition theory, cognitive view of learning, constructivism, motivation, classroom management, and assessment techniques.

Outline:

	Session
	Topic
	Assignment Due (at the beginning of class)

	17 Jan 04
	Educational Psychology Development
	Optional: Read Ch. 1

	24 Jan 04
	Cognitive Views of Learning
	Read Ch. 2-3 (pp. 30-78; 82-111; 119-120) 

Read Ch. 7 (pp. 258-306)

	31 Jan 04
	Intelligence, Gender, and Exceptionalities 

O&P Presentation (J. Lewis)
	Quiz in Class on Development

Read Ch. 4-5 (pp. 124-135; 149-186)

	7 Feb 04
	Behaviorism and Social Cognitive Theory
	Read Ch. 6 (pp. 214-245; 252-253)

	14 Feb 04
	Mid-Term Exam
	                                      

	21 Feb 04
	Content Areas and Assessment
	Read Ch. 9 (pp. 360-407) and Ch. 14 (593-640)

	28 Feb 04
	Motivation and Classroom Management
	Read Ch. 10 (pp. 412-429) 

Read Ch. 11 (466-476; 480-513)

	6 Mar 04
	O&P Compensatory Time
	NO CLASS MEETING – Reading and Study Period

	13 Mar 04
	Presentations
	Turn in projects.

	20 Mar 04
	Final Exam
	


Requirements:  All requirements must be typewritten in 12-point and double-spaced with 1” margins and page numbers centered on the bottom of the page.  There should be a cover sheet including, at a minimum, the title of the requirement, the student’s name, the course (ED406: Psychological Foundations of Education), the date, and the word count.  (If you are using Microsoft Word, you can go to the Tools menu and select Word Count.)  Use APA Format for all citations.  All requirements must be on time; late requirements will result in reduced grades.  

Quiz.  This exam will cover Chapters 2-3.  Students should be familiar with the key themes of each chapter.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts.  Some practical application questions will also be included.
Mid-Term Examination.  This exam will cover Chapters 2-7.  Students should be familiar with the key themes of each chapter.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts.  Some practical application questions will also be included.  

CLASS PROJECT.  Students may choose EITHER Option 1 OR Option 2.

Option 1: Independent Research Paper.  Students will submit a paper of at least 2500 words at the end of the term.  The topic of the paper should be focused on one of the topics discussed in class.  Outside sources will be consulted, including scholarly journals.  A minimum of ten outside sources should be cited.  Students are encouraged to submit proposals, outlines, and rough drafts on this project. 
Students will conduct a formal presentation on their observations that will be between 8 and 10 minutes, not including questions from the audience.  The presentation will be evaluated on the basis of content, organization, coherence, presentation skills, and familiarity with the material being presented.  All presentations will be conducted in class on 13 Mar 04, and papers will be turned in immediately following each student’s presentation.
Option 2: Abbreviated Observation and Participation.  Students must contact Jo Anne Lewis at 735-4719 or jlewis@chaminade.edu in order to arrange an abbreviated O&P at a local public or private school.  Students will spend 3 sessions in a classroom environment and write journal entries after each block of time to relate their experiences.  The journal must be typewritten and formatted as outlined in the guidelines for submission of course requirements above.  There is no word count requirement for individual journal entries.  Students will prepare the journal and a summary of key points.  The summary should be between 500 and 1200 words.  Use the following list of topics to guide your observation, journaling, and summary:
· Reinforcement techniques

· Knowledge construction

· Memory devices

· Classroom management

· Motivation

· Assessment methods

· Exceptionalities

Students will conduct a formal presentation on their observations that will be between 8 and 10 minutes, not including questions from the audience.  The presentation will be evaluated on the basis of content, organization, coherence, presentation skills, and familiarity with the material being presented.  All presentations will be conducted in class on 13 Mar 04, and journals and summaries will be turned in immediately following each student’s presentation.

Class Discussions.  Each week, students will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss their reactions to the assigned readings.  The lectures in this course will be in dialogue format (two-way, not one-way, communication), so it is important that students have read the material in order to make informed contributions to the discourse.  Participation in class discussion will be rewarded in Class Participation Grades.

Final Examination.  The final will be formatted similar to the Mid-Term.  The examination will cover Chapters 2-7, 9-11, and 14.  
Course Text:
Paul Eggen and Don Kauchak, Educational Psychology: Windows on Classrooms, 5th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall, 2001.
Grading:  
This course informs future educators on the technical and theoretical basis for their responsibilities in the classroom.  There are many new concepts and terms that students must understand in ED406.   Students will be expected to devote time to studying the theories in their weekly readings.  Students should be conversant in the major theories and their terminology.    There are fewer written assignments to allow students more time to master the theories and familiarize themselves with the new concepts.

Reading assignments, class attendance and participation, written requirements, exams, and presentations are designed to give students a full opportunity for effective learning.  Particular students find some of these methods as more salient devices for learning than others.  The most important thing is for students to give maximum effort on each of these requirements in order to gain the greatest possible learning benefits.  “A” students should be conscientious in all of the areas listed above.

Participation.  Students will receive full points for active participation, less points for mere attendance, and no points for no attendance.  Some lessons have no opportunity to participate (comp time, exams, first lesson); for all other days, this grade will be partially assessed.

Grades will be posted by student social number (to protect student privacy) the week before the Mid-Term Exam, after the Mid-Term Exam, and the week before the Final Exam.  Students may also inquire about their grades at any time.

Final Exam


35%



A
90-100%

Mid-Term Exam

25%



B
80-89%

Quiz



10%



C
70-79%

Class Participation

10%



D
60-69%

Class Project


20%



F
0-59%

Summary:  
This course is designed to provide you the psychological theory of education and will relate to all areas of your jobs as teachers, counselors, or school administrators.  I hope you find the material exciting and that it is useful to you throughout your careers.  Much of this depends on what you make of it!
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