

PSY 321-90
Psychology of Personality

Instructor: Dylan Gaffney, MS
Contact: online: Chaminade teaching site through email.
Required Text:The Personality Puzzle by David C. Funder, 7th ed. W. W. Norton and Co. ISBN: 978-0-393-26514-9
If you are having trouble viewing any media on this course, try Foxfire or Chrome.
Catalog Course Description:
This course reviews multiple perspectives of personality, including psychodynamics, trait behavioral, cognitive, and phenomenological approaches.
Student Learning Outcomes
Student will demonstrate an understanding of:
The Grand Theorists that have mapped out models of Personality Theory, to include the main domains of Trait Theory, Cognitive Theory, Biological and Evolutionary Theory, Psychoanalytic Approach and cross-cultural elements. Research methods will be covered, and include personality testing.
The student will be applying theory to their own personalities.
THIS IS A COMPLICATED SUBJECT, AND YOU WILL GET OUT OF THE COURSE WHAT YOU PUT INTO IT!
      Course Schedule
Week One: July 3; Chapter 1: Introduction to Personality Theory and the Study of the Person
Week Two: July 10; Chapters 2, 3; Research Methods and Assessment
Week Three: July 17, Chapter 4, 5; Trait Approach, Personality Judgment
Week Four: July 24 , Chapters 6, 7; Personality Traits to Understand Behavior, Stability and Change


Week Five: July 31, Chapters 8, 9; Biological and EvolutionaryApproach 


Week Six: August 7, Chapters 10,11; Psychoanalytic Approach and the Unconscious, Freud, Jung and the Grand Theorists (Erikson, Adler, Attachment Theory)


Week Seven: August 14, Chapters 12; Existentialism, Phenomenology and the Grand Theorists (Horney, Rogers, Maslow, Kelly)
Week Eight: August 21, Chapter 13 Cultural Variations in Experience and Personality
Week Nine: August 28, Chapter 14, 15; Cognition, Perception and Motivation and Emotion
Week Ten: September 4, Chapter 16, 17; The Self, Disorders of Personality. 

Assessment:
1) Lectures are posted each week to AUGMENT your reading of the text, not replacing it. You will find support material, videos, and topics that expand upon your required reading.
Note: If this was an on ground podium class, you would be in a four hour lecture.
I expect you to read the lectures! Pay attention to the videos I've selected!!

2) Discussions are the rubric for participation and are very important to this course.
Read carefully!
Each week there is a carefully monitored discussion, tied to the reading and lecture, allowing students to engage in mature, thoughtful and respectful dialogue. It is a VERY important part of this course!
There are 10 weeks of class; 15 points are available each week for a total of 150 possible points.
You will have two weeks from the start of the each new discussion to add your input and interact with other students. You must respond to at least two other students in a meaningful way and come into the the discussion at least once each week it is open. 
At the end of that two-week period the topic will be closed.
(I put the due date at the end of that two week period to keep you on track, but understand, the requirement is to NOT wait until the last day to post!!!)

There are specific requirements for these all-important discussions:
If you post for the first time on the last day before it closes, you have not met the spirit of the dialogue, nor have you honored others or allowed them to respond to you. By the last day of the discussion (which has been open for two weeks) everyone has moved on and you are “talking” to an empty room. IF you choose not to follow this requirement, and you find yourself posting at the last minute do not be surprised if you grade is much, much lower.
If you simply post to the question, (which must be thoughtful and considered) and do not support others in dialogue you will not get full credit.

If you simply “fly in for one day” to meet “the requirement” you have not engaged in a true discussion, which matures over time. And, as many post throughout those two weeks, and you will not have read what others have written to you. As such, you will not get full credit. I have full access to your participation time on the site and if you aren’t putting the time in to the discussions.
Make sure you support the others WITHOUT judgment or advice!
3) Quizzes will test your knowledge of your reading and lectures. They are found with the modules for each week. But, you can access them at any time, and I've kept them open until the end of the term. (I got tired of re-opening quizzes for late students.) There is no time limit, BUT, you have a one time access to them. I would suggest you take them during the time we are covering the material. But, it's up to you. 
4) HOMEWORK: You will be taking some personality tests (confidential, and not shared with other students.) They cover trait measures, and are due mid-term. 

5) Final Exam:
For your final exam you will be writing an essay to which you will explain, in detail, the theorists and theories you most align with. To prepare you should be taking notes, and staying aware of who you like, what seems to resonate with you, and what use they have for you personally.
Not everything in this class will resonate. That is because everyone is different! This is TOTALLY normal. The goal is to stay OPEN and then make special note of the things that align with your own personality.
From that, your essay will evolve.
I will also be asking you various questions about the videos. They are all placed in the lecture for good reason.
The final exam will be made available to online.  The week before the exam I will email you the password and the time frame the exam will remain open and give you an overview of the exam from which to review. 
In a Nutshell:
Class participation (Discussions): 10 points a week=150 possible points
5 Quizzes=100 points
Homework (personality tests)=50 points
Final Exam=100 points

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. 
It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.
Incomplete’s are also the instructor’s prerogative. They are given when MOST the course has been satisfied and due to some unforeseen circumstance it may be granted.
If you are falling behind, and find life getting in the way of the work, it is best to withdraw from the course.
IF YOUR ARE HAVING TROUBLE WITH THE MATERIAL, ASK FOR HELP FROM YOUR INSTRUCTOR.
Unexcused absences equivalent of more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. If attendance is not continuous, financial aid may be terminated. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade.
Students with Disabilities
Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
If you have any questions about the syllabus contact me early on in the course.
 

