Course Syllabus
Criminal Justice 220-60-2
Criminal Investigation

Instructor:  Wilson (Tom) Sullivan
Text:          Criminal Investigation, Becker, R. latest edition
E-mail:       wsulliva@chaminade.edu


Catalog Description: 
Crime scene investigation.  Collection and preservation of evidence.  Admissibility of evidence, interrogations, and confessions.
Text:  Becker, R.F., Dutelle, A. 2013 Criminal Investigation, 4th Ed.  Sudbury: Jones & Bartlett
Course Approach:
This course will be taught at Pearl Harbor.  Students will be responsible for reading both the assigned text material as well as that provided by your instructor.  Students MUST keep up with the readings and related assignments!  Students will have access to assignments only during the provided period for each module.  As we move forward, you will not be able to return to older modules.  Likewise, you will not be able to access future assignments until their specified time period.  This teaches both organization and motivation, both of which are critical in this field of study and work.
Upon completion of this course, students should have a working knowledge of investigative and forensic processes, their relationships, variations found in various crimes and related legal matters.
Examinations:
Two examinations will be given during the course of the semester.  These examinations may consist of objective, short answer and essay questions or a combination thereof.  Each examination will comprise one fourth of your final grade.  The source of examination questions will come from your text as well as the material covered in the lectures.  You must read the book to pass this course and likewise, you must take notes during lecture.
 
Chapter Questions:
Students will be responsible for answering any five of the questions ending each chapter.  (Entire text)  This will comprise one fourth of your final grade.
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Concept Exercise:
 You will have a Concept Exercise due September 4, 2017, which will consist of a paper requiring you to answer two questions in detail.  This is not a couple of paragraphs, but based upon researched and cited as to sources influencing your conclusions.
Discussions:
Each unit of the course will include class discussions concerning the chapters.  We will not review the book, reading that is your responsibility and must be read prior to class so you can participate in the discussions.   
Grading:
Examination I                 	 	 100 points
Examination II                	   	 100 points
End of chapter questions   	100 points
Concept Exercise     		 100 points
Final grades will be calculated upon the percentage of possible points earned.
 
Academic Dishonesty:
Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated.
 
Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.
 
Questions of academic dishonesty, in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division.  Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division "F" for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.
 
Program Outcomes applicable to this course:
Integrating concepts of forensic science, and prosecutorial law in criminal investigation instruction.
 
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students completing this course will demonstrate an understanding of:
1. What comprises a crime scene.
2. The scientific method.
3. How a crime scene is processed.
4. How evidence gets from the crime scene to the courtroom.
5. The constitutional issues as they pertain to criminal investigation.
 
             
 
	Learning Outcome
	Knowledge
	   Skill   
	Disposition 

	Outcome 1
	M
	M
	I

	Outcome 2
	I
	I
	I

	Outcome 3
	M
	M
	I

	Outcome 4
	M
	D
	I

	Outcome 5
	D
	D
	D


 
M=Mastery of the concept
D=Developing mastery of the concept
I=Introduced to the concept
 
Tentative Course Outline:
Week 1   July 3, 2017
Chapter 2 Crime Scene
G.  Professional Organizations Pertaining to Crime Scene Investigation (p. 544)
 
Week 2 July 10, 2017
Chapter 3 The Law of Search and Seizure
Chapter 4 Blood Evidence
C.   Scientific Working Group on Bloodstain Pattern Analysis:  Recommended Terminology (p.522)
 




Week 3 July 17, 2017 
Chapter 5 Suspect Identification
Chapter 6 Managing Criminal Investigations and Cultivating Sources of Information
 
Week 4 July 24, 2017
Chapter 7 Interrogation
Chapter 8 Firearms Investigation
 
Week 5 July 31, 2017
Examination #1
Chapter 9 Death Investigation
Chapter 10 Assault
D  The John F. Kennedy Autopsy Report and Supplements (p.526)
 
Week 6 August 7, 2017
Chapter 11 Robbery
Chapter 12 Theft and Burglary
 
Week 7 August 14, 2017  
Chapter 13 Drug Offenses
Chapter 14 Arson
 
Week 8 August 21, 2017  
Chapter 15 Terrorism and Organized Crime
Chapter 16 Computer and White-Collar Crime Investigations
E  Federal Complaint against Timothy McVeigh in the United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma (p.535)
F  Processing the Scene of Mass Fatality Incidents (p.539)
 
Week 9 August 28, 2017
Chapter 17 Defense Lawyers, Prosecutors, and Investigators
Chapter 18 Expert Testimony
A   Direct Examination of Fingerprint Experts (p. 505)
B   Direct Examination of Forensic Chemist (p. 518)




 
Week 10 September 4, 2017
Concept Exercise: Submit Paper Due
Answer in detail the following two questions:
1.  Is there such a thing as a perfect crime?
2.  Are all crimes solvable?

Your answers must include your opinions concerning each question as well as your reason for arriving at your conclusion.  You must reference your sources influencing you to come to each conclusion.  Likewise, consider the opposing side and support why it is not valid.


Week 11 September 11, 2017
Final Examination

 
Marianist Educational Values
The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:
Educate for Formation in Faith
Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provides a more profound preparation for both career and life. Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that the need to learn from those who are of other faiths and vultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.
Provide an Excellent Education
In the Marianist approach to education, "excellence" includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.  Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized:  a human community that respects every individual within it.
Educate in Family Spirit
Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as "family spirit."  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.
Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.
Educate for Adaptation to Change
In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods," Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist University faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on the rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.
Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary's University and University of Dayton.
Scientific Method Definitions
 The methods of science are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.  The scientific method is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more than a way of limiting false conclusions about natural events.  Knowledge upon which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and unverifiable (un-testable). Science is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.  
The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.  The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and thus help professionals to make predictions of future events.
A theory is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a hypothesis is a smaller body of propositions.  Hypotheses are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researcher's hunches and develop into theories.  The philosophy of science decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.  Theories are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even hypotheses cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory.
Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.
In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports a theory.  http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html
Title IX Statement
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator.  Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:
· Counseling Center 808-735-4845.
· Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.
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