RE 315 Christian Scriptures
Summer Online Term: July 3 – September 12, 2017
	COURSE SYLLABUS	

TIME:			Online: You may access anytime that is convenient for you but
                                                  must meet the deadlines.
			
INSTRUCTOR:	Lynn Van Deren
PHONE:		808-277-1121	
E-MAIL:		lynn.vanderen@chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha

	Textbook – An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
 by Joseph Kelly
	Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, A Michael Glazier Book, 2006

Catalogue Description
Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the Letters of Paul.
They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection upon
the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their
presence and application within the continuing Christian Tradition.

OBJECTIVES
1. to examine the history, literature & religion of Christianity in its earliest stages,
with a view toward identifying the essential beliefs & values which emerged in light of
Jesus & in context of both Judaism & the Greco-Roman world.
1. to survey this varied body of literature & school of authors, highlighting their function
as enduring foundational documents for both church & civilization
1. to contrast the different images of Jesus as the Christ contained in the documents,
discerning both their common & particular features which invite & direct humankind
towards a faith that is both understandable & livable
1. to probe the world of contemporary biblical scholarship, utilizing the historical critical
method, to better note the literary and theo-moral legacy of early Christianity which
reaches from antiquity to modernity
1. to acknowledge the New Testament Way of Holiness, which links Christians of all ages 
and is correlative to other religious ways & traditions, peoples & movements within history

Specific Course Requirements:  This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.  Canvas is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.  Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft PowerPoint as a minimum requirement.

Course Website address: go to Chaminade.edu canvas is listed on the top left hand corner
In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize email to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.

Technical Support:  In the event of having difficulty with attaching your work to weekly assignment or any other difficulty with Canvas, do the following:

1) To the left is the “Help” button is right under the Inbox.
1) Calling or chatting with support creates a "paper trail" to substantiate a real issue where the student might actually need to ask for an extension.
2) Support can contact the instructor if something wasn't published, or if the link wasn't made available correctly once a student has called or chatted with the help center.
4) Support is available 24/7/365 by local US workers in Salt Lake City Utah and can get the student on track before deadlines are missed. 

Chaminade Library:  www.chaminade.edu/library

General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes
#11:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition
          and the Marianist  Education Tradition

General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes – Religion
1) The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of
     ultimate meaning that will intellectually & spiritually engage them throughout their lives
2) The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical 
    development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions

* RE315 will engage these outcomes through various components of its course study

The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals
Goal One: 
We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 
by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, 
and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation

Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the
Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Tradition 
in our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult appropriation 
of the faith within a nurturing academic environment

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 
1)  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader 
     Christian and human traditions
2)  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions
3)  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition
4)  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 
for service, social justice and peace 
5)  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 
6)  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions
 
· RE315 will specifically aim to achieve Discipline Learning Outcomes #1, 3 & 5

Students with Disabilities:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics:
1) Education for Formation in Faith
    --In our community, reason and personal faith are seen as mutually complementary roads to truth.
       Together, we invite all scholars to join our community of faith, hope, and love.

2) Integral, Quality Education
    --We are committed to an integral, quality education which begins with respect for the complexity
       diversity of each person.  This means that the faculty member attempts to engage the whole
       person with quality courses and activities that challenge the intellectual, emotional, aesthetic,
       physical, and ethical dimensions that make up each student’s life experience.

3) Education and Family Spirit
    --Our community is a second family which encourages the personal development of each of its
       members.  Mutual respect for all members of our family allows the Marianist-based scholarly
       community to share responsibility for decision making at all levels.

4) Education for Service, Peace, and Justice
    --All members of the community must expect to dispense and receive justice to and from each 
       other, and to and from the community in which the university is situated.  Teachers and
       administrators within our community prepare students to view their own world with a
       critical eye in order to discern between the just and unjust.

5) Education for Adaptation and Change
    --True to the tradition of faith, a Marianist-founded education prepares students for tomorrow
       and adapts to its time.  Our scholarly community regards technology as a critical aid in the quest
       for understanding in our changing world.

Our students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring us a variety of talents, traditions,
cultures and abilities.  This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community,
which can nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential.  Each student’s 
educational goal is to prepare for professional careers and personal growth in an educational
environment based in the liberal arts tradition and enriched by Marianist values.

Key Elements of the Marianist Charism
1) Spirit of Faith (“What is essential is the interior” – seeing everything with the eyes of faith)
2) Community (“Family Spirit” – welcoming & hospitality - one in mind & heart)
3) Discipleship of Equals (“Equality” of all members within the Marianist family)
4) Responsiveness to the Needs of the Times (“Universal Service”) 

Blessed William Joseph Chaminade (1761-1850):  This French diocesan priest founded the Marianist 
Order following the French Revolution.  With collaborators, such as Adele de Batz de Trenquelleon &
Marie Therese Charlotte de Lamourous, and from the early service-oriented Christian communities of 
men and women (the Sodalities), established to rebuild the Church & re-Christianize France, there 
eventually emerged the Society of Mary (for men, the Marianist Community of Brothers & Priests) and 
the Daughters of Mary Immaculate (for women, the Marianist Sisters).  There is also the worldwide 
Lay Marianist Family with over 8,000 members & the newly established network of MEA’s 
(Marianist Educational Associates). The Marianists were established in the United States in 1849 
in Dayton, Ohio, came to Hawaii in 1883, and birthed  Chaminade University of Honolulu in 1955.

Regular Participation:   
This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. Our course week extends from Monday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the upcoming week will be posted by midnight.

    Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.

    Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;      
2.  Posting a response (look at requirement for posting below in Qualitative Participation) or question to the contribution of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have
posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
        4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

    Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times (quantitative) a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:

1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited        	      	     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible resources. 
            2. utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
             	3. using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the subject.

        Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a meaningful discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  

Everyone needs to be specific in your responses, not generic.

Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.
Our course week extends from Monday through Saturday.  Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   
 
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Wednesday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. 

	Thursday to Saturday 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Specified date (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified by date and time in weekly post. 

	Sunday 
	Instructor’s feedback will be made through the grade book as grades are posted to each individual.  Please be sure to read the comments.



ON-LINE Respect and Consideration

As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.
Essays
Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Article and journal must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Article will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly. 
 
All papers should include footnotes, endnotes or Work Cited page for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.
 
Article Research and Reaction

Students are to locate an article about the New Testament and its writings.  Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

1. Who is the author and credentials; 
1. a brief summary of the article; 
1. its relevance to course content; 
1. its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 
1. how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 
 
This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. This article will be on the discussion board and students are to respond to the articles. This article essay is due on date indicated on syllabus and also a reminder will be posted on-line.

End of Semester Journal Project:  The end of the semester reflection project should consist of at least nine pages (one per week).  

1.    Title your Journal and at least one page should cover each week. You may have more pages for each week.
2.    Be sure to identify each week, ex: Week 1.  Journal should include your readings agree or disagree, what surprised you, any questions; personal reflections, and/or any articles you would like to share pertinent to the particular week.
3.    You can also add pictures, suggested music and graphics to enhance the presentation of your journal.
4.   Mandatory to add to your journal: Your reaction or insight to your 3 Minute Retreat.  (The 3 Minute Retreat will also be part of the Prayer Board).  Please make sure you write the Scripture verse to refer to your reaction or insight.  You do not need to share the person’s name or anything personal…just general is fine unless you wish to share. 
This is from Loyola Press:
http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer 
5.    Journals are personalized and graded on effort, conciseness, comprehensiveness and clarity that you have put into your journal.
6.    Posting of your Journal project will be on week 9.  Please post your journal as a PDF file.
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. Details will be provided further in the course.
		GRADING


 



Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
 
Grade Calculation:
· Article Research                     	10%                  100 points total
· Journal Project:                    	15%                  150 points total
· Online participation:               	60%                  600 points total
(Answering questions and responding to weekly posts)
· Final Exam:                     	15%                  150 points total
 
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." If you are having any difficulty it is highly recommended you talk to the instructor.  

Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

May the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Week one: July 3 - 9  
Reading assignment: 
Pgs. vii;ix;xiii; and Ch. 1 & 2

 


	COURSE SCHEDULE: The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the Course Syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.




	Week two: July 10 - 16
 Reading assignment:
Ch. 3 & 4 
	

	Week three: July 17 - 23
Reading Assignment:
 
Ch. 5 & 6 
	






	Week Four: July 24 - 30
Reading Assignment:

Ch. 7 & 8 

	


	Week Five: July 31 - Aug. 6
Reading Assignment: 
 
Ch. 9 & 10

	

	Week Six: Aug. 7 - 13
Reading Assignment: 

Ch. 11 & 12
	








 
	Week Seven: Aug. 14 - 20

Reading Assignment: 

Ch. 13 & 14

Work on article research.

	Article Research
DD: Anytime between 8/21 but no later than 8/26
 
See syllabus for instructions.  


	Week Eight: Aug. 21 - 27
Reading Assignment:
Ch. 15 & 16
	


	Week Nine: Aug. 28 - Sept. 3 
Reading Assignment:
Ch. 17 & 18 

	
Post your journal on-line

	Week Ten: Sept. 4 - 10
Reading Assignment: 

Ch. 19, Pgs. 263, 265

	Final Readings & Thoughts

Final Exam




