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RE 314 IS Hebrew Scriptures (3 credits)
PACE Winter 2016-2017
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Individualized Study – Jessica Sanchez

INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
MOBILE:		(808) 256-8859
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E

COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible

Textbook – Kaltner, John and Steven L. McKenzie, The Old Testament: Its Background, Growth and Content, Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2007, reprinted 2014, print (ISBN:978-1-62564-264-6).

Course Description
This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand year journey of faith. The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail. An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity. The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE
103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

Religious Studies Program Student Learning Outcomes linked to this course are:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader
Christian and human traditions;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for
service, social justice and peace;
5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;



Student Learning Outcomes: At the end of the course, students will be able to
1. identify key events and persons within the Hebrew Scriptures; 
2. describe various genres within the Old Testament and their function;
3. discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes, such as God’s relationship with humanity, covenant, salvation;
4. analyze the historical and cultural influences on the development and interpretation of the Old Testament. 
5. explain the major themes of the Hebrew Scriptures and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths, and to contemporary society by applying appropriate hermeneutics of the historical-critical method;


Student Assessment
Students will be assessed based on the following:
· Reading assignment reflections				50 points (SLO 1)
· Essays  - three total						30 points (SLO 2-3)
· Final quiz							20 points (SLO 1)
Total possible points - 125
[bookmark: h.5q0x916a4c2l]Grade scale
A = 90-100 percent
B = 80-89 percent
C = 70-79 percent
D = 63-69 percent
F < 63 percent

Reading assignments reflections 
[bookmark: h.i1yq0bevu6nf][bookmark: h.vahg618ivbyf]To engage in learning, the student will be completing reading assignments from both the text and the Hebrew Scriptures themselves.

Two main types of reflections will be completed by the student.

Interactive Text assignment – Kaltner text: For each reading assignment of the text, the student will submit three words that need clarification, a sentence or two of what was learned from the reading and a question that the student would like answered to help in better understanding the content. This will be a once weekly response, with the student deciding to which of the reading chapters she will respond. Instructor and student will decide on whether this will be completed via face-to-face meeting or online. This assignment is due by the Friday of the week except for the final week – due on Wednesday, 

Biblical text assignments: Most of these assignments will be based on readings from the Hebrew Scriptures of the Bible. The format for most of these assignments will be specific questions to answer about the biblical reading as assigned. Student will turn in the assignments online.


Essays – (PLO 1, 5; SLO 2-3; Educate for Formation in Faith and Educate for Adaptation and Change; WASC Competency – Written Communication)
Essays will be assigned as PART One, Two and Three of the text is completed. That means three essays will be assigned. The student may select from one of the options given for the essay. Response to the essays will be testing the student’s understanding of the key components of the study of Hebrew Scripture, particularly genre, historical-critical method, and interpretation.

Essays will be graded on clear thesis or claim, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. If you are quoting from the text or other sources, you must cite your resources properly using MLA, APA or CMS style. Select one citation style to use for all your assignments. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s) with version listed afterward, such as KJV, NRSV. A bibliography is not required for the essays. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

Final Quiz (PLO 1; SLO 1; Provide an Integral Quality Education; WASC Competency Information Literacy)
The final exam will be multiple choice questions in order to identify major events and persons within the Hebrew Scriptures, thus testing foundational knowledge. 

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Counseling Center  June Yasuhara
Or  
Fr. George Cerniglia SM, serving in a sacred confidence role.



COURSE SCHEDULE: (subject to revision)
By Friday of each week, except for the final week, all assignments are due.  Final week assignments are due on Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

Listed below are the textbook reading assignments. Note that reflection assignment can be based on any of the chapters read during the week. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student may choose responding to what was learned from one chapter and have a question from another. Please identify which chapter is selected in your reflection and question.

Instructor will provide biblical passages and assignments for the week at the beginning of each week.

	Week One: Introduction
	Read Kaltner text pages 1-53



	Week Two
	

	PART ONE - TORAH
	God as Creator and initiator of the covenant

	Introduction to the Torah
The Primeval History – The Beginning

	Read pages 57-65; 

	Adam and Eve
	Read pages 66-71; 

	After the Garden
	Read pages 72-83; 

	


	Week Three
	

	The Hebrew Patriarchs
	

	Abraham
	Read pages 84-92; 

	Jacob
	Read pages 93-98; 

	Joseph
	Read pages 99-106; 

	


	Week Four
	

	From Egypt to the Promised Land
	

	Exodus
	Read pages 107-113; 

	The Law
	Read pages 14-123; 

	Wilderness Traditions
	Read pages 124-136; 

	
	First Essay Due – a week after the completion of PART ONE



	PART TWO The Former Prophets
	God as the one and only

	Week Five
	

	Introduction to the Former Prophets
Into the Promised Land: Deuteronomy
	Read pages 137-145

	Joshua
	Read pages 146-155

	Judges
	Read pages 156-164

	

	Week Six
	Note that readings for this week are two sections of the text.

	The United Kingdom
	


	The Beginning of the Monarchy in Israel
	Read pages 165-171

	The Rise of David
	Read pages 172-178

	The Reigns of David and Solomon
	Read pages 179-185

	The Divided Kingdom
	

	The Division and its Consequences
	Read pages 186-192

	From Ahab to the Fall of Israel
	Read pages 193-200

	The End of Judah
	Read pages 201-210

	
	Second Essay Due – a week after the completion of PART TWO



	PART THREE The Latter Prophets
	God is just and merciful.

	Week Seven
	

	Introduction to the Latter Prophets
The Preexilic Prophets 
First Isaiah, and Micah
	Read pages 211-224

	Hosea and Amos
	Read pages 225-237

	Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
	Read pages 238-245

	


	Week Eight
	Note that readings for this week are two sections of the text.

	The Exilic Prophets
	

	Jeremiah
	Read pages 246-255

	Ezekiel
	Read pages 256-264

	Second Isaiah
	Read pages 265-273

	


	Week Nine
	

	The Post Exilic Prophets
	

	Joel and Obadiah
	Read pages 274-282

	Jonah
	Read pages 283-288

	Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
	Read pages 289-302

	
	Third Essay Due – a week after the completion of PART Three



	PART FOUR The Writings
	God is worthy of praise

	Week Ten
	Note that this is the remainder of the text. Student will not be reading all of the chapters, but will be selecting specific ones based on choices provided by instructor.

	Introduction to the Writings
Wisdom Literature
Job
	Read pages 303-310

	Proverbs
	Read pages 311-319

	Qoheleth (Ecclesiates)
	Read pages 320-327

	

	Additional Writings
	

	Psalms
	Read pages 328-336

	The Song of Solomon and Lamentations
	Read pages 337-343

	Ruth and Esther
	Read pages 344-351

	Daniel
	Read pages 352-359

	Ezra-Nehemiah
	Read pages 360-365

	1-2 Chronicles
	Read pages 366-372
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