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RE 205 The Christian God & Human Experience (3 credits)
Undergraduate Spring Day AY 2016-2017

[image: ]TIME:			Section 02: MWF 9:30-10:20 am
Section 01: MWF 10:30-11:20 am
Section 03: MWF 11:30 am – 12:20 pm

CLASSROOM:	Henry 227
INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		739-8536
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E
OFFICE HOURS:	M: 12:30-1:30pm; T: 8:30-10:30am; F: 1:30-4:30pm
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg
		New York, New York:  HarperSanFrancisco, 2003

Catalog Description:  Students probe the nature of human experience and religious meaning, with special attention given to the experience of the Judeo-Christian God. Contemporary Catholic-Christian faith is systematically analyzed in terms of its core concepts, values and visions. This study addresses the question and critique of God in the modern world and surveys contemporary theology in a spirit that is Catholic, Christian and Ecumenical. 
Offered every semester. This course fulfills the lower division Religious

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO THE FOLLOWING:

CORE CURRICULUM OUTCOMES (CCO)
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions and 
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are: 
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions (introduction); 
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions (introduction);
4. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
· Identify key movements within history that have impacted on a religious understanding of human existence (CCO 1, PLO);
· Define significant terms used to describe the “MORE”, not only in Christianity but in other religious traditions (CCO 2 and PLO 2);
· Explain the main themes of the relationship between humanity and the “MORE” as expressed in the Judeo-Christian understanding of God (CCO 1 and PLO 1);
· Describe the meaning of Jesus as foundational for the Christian response to human existence and human choices; (CCO 1 and PLO 1, 4).
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

Educate for formation in faith;
Provide for an integral quality education;
Educate for family spirit;
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life that involves growing in faith through relationship, continuing to learn for better knowledge and understanding, living in the human family, serving others, and being open to change and adaptation.

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to:
· attend class regularly;
· read required text assignments;
· participate in group discussions in class;
· do additional research as required;
· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness and accuracy of answers in essay assignments and exams;
· continuing development of understanding.

GRADE BREAKDOWN:
Class Participation and Attendance:						30 points
Reflection Note Cards	 and assignments					20 points
Quizzes and midterm assessments						30 points
Final Exam: Essay or Service Learning					20 points

Grading Scale
 ‘A’ 90% or better	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
‘B’ 80-89%		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
‘C’ 70-79%		Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
‘D’ 63-69%		Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of	prerequisite course work.
‘F’ 62% or lower	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to modify the number of assignments and tests used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be reduced. Breakdown and scale will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. Attendance percentage will not change.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Class participation and attendance
1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions and other learning activities. 
2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email. Excused absences will require the completion of a missed-class assignment for partial credit. No 

An excused absence must be verified or verifiable, and consists of illness, family or personal emergency, accident, military orders, or deemed as such at the discretion of the instructor. If you are uncertain whether the absence constitutes an excused one, discuss it with the instructor. NOTE: Four or more unexcused absences will lower student’s overall grade by one letter despite overall points accrued.

Reflection Note Cards and assignments: due when instructed 

Assignments will be given in class. Some assignments may consist of preparing note cards, details below. 
You will be using these cards for classroom discussion. Failure to have your card ready will result in a deduction not only from the Reflection note cards but also from your attendance and participation grade.

Note cards are used for brief responses to questions or as reading reflections intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from the text and other required readings. 


Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:
On side one:
· Student name and chapter title or reading assignment
· Select either a statement or concept that you either
· found interesting and why
· didn’t understand but need to know
· agreed or disagreed with and why
· would like to learn more about and why
· Provide page number and paragraph location

On side two:
· Write at least three words you didn’t understand or whose definition is unclear. Write the definition for two of those words. 
· Write at least one question that you would like answered in the following class. 


Quizzes and midterm assessments
The instructor will announce the format of the quizzes and midterm assessments as the term progresses. The format may consist of multiple choice, brief answers or an essay. 

Final Exam: Essay questions or Service Learning
Students will choose between one of the following two options for completion of the Final Exam Choice #1 is to respond to essay questions. Choice #2 is to work on and complete a service learning project, then writing a paper connecting that service learning activity to at least one key concept discussed throughout the course.

Exam questions:
This option will test students’ ability to identify key concepts studied throughout the term regarding God and humanity in the Christian tradition.

OR

Service Learning
In lieu of the essay portion of the final exam, students may choose to complete a service learning project. Students are to complete a minimum of 12 hours for a non-profit institution. 
Several options are listed on the Service Learning website, but students may assist at any 
non-profit organization. All forms (waiver, log and evaluation) must be completed as required 
and submitted to Candice Sakuda by dates listed on Service Learning website 
(www.chaminade.edu/service-learning).

· You must register online and turn in all forms required or NO CREDIT!
· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must complete a minimum of 12 hours. You may not use the 12 hours for this class and another one but you may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will keep a journal if participating in a service learning project other than the one instructor offers. After each service activity, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a correlation with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. The journal may be handwritten or typed at student’s discretion.
· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 3-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity. The final paper and journal are submitted to the instructor. All forms - waivers, evaluation and work log – are given to Candice Sakuda at her office in Henry Hall.
· Service-Learning paper should be a 3-5  pages and must include all of the following:
· Organization and brief description of the organization’s main focus;
· Description of service performed for the organization;
· Correlation to a minimum of at least one concept from course using appropriate and relevant material from course – scripture; handouts; additional reading assignments (C paper -- higher score if two or more correlations are made);
· Student growth as indicated by current and future civic engagement.
· Students’ individual papers will be graded based on Service Learning Outcomes that are the following:
· 1. demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations;
· 2. demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern;
· 3. demonstrate how service-learning increased their interest in being civically engaged.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Counseling Center  June Yasuhara
Or  Fr. George Cerniglia SM, serving in a sacred confidence role.


Course Schedule (subject to revision)

	Date
	Content
	Reading Assignment for the week

	Week one
1/18 
1/20

	Course Introduction
Questions of Ultimate Meaning
	Syllabus
Note card for Friday: What questions do I have about the meaning of life?

	Week two
1/23, 27

NO SESSION
WED. Jan. 25

	Understanding the human and human experience
What makes us human?
	
FOUNDER’S DAY MASS ON 
JAN. 25 AT 11:30,
NO SESSION FOR ALL SECTIONS


	Week three
1/30, 2/1

NO SESSION
FRI Feb. 3 – 
	Worldviews and Paradigms


	Borg, -- Preface, chapter one 

NO SESSION FOR ALL SECTIONS FEB. 3 -- ONLINE ON CANVAS

	Week four
2/6, 8, 10 


	Human experiences of Faith

Quiz on Friday, 2/10
	Borg – chapter two

	Week five
2/13, 15, 17


	Bible 
	Borg – chapter three

Withdraw without record by Feb. 17

	Week six
2/22, 24


	God
	Borg – chapter four
Presidents’ Day holiday Feb. 20

	Week seven
2/27, 3/1, 3


	God and Jesus
	Borg – chapter five

	Week eight
3/6, 8, 10


	Jesus and Holy Spirit
	

	Week nine
3/13, 15, 17


	Church – “Born Again”
	Borg – chapter six

	


Spring Break March 20-24
Prince Kuhio Day Holiday March 27



	Week ten
3/29, 31


	Kingdom of God – Justice
Church’s mission
	Borg – chapter seven

	Week eleven
4/3, 5, 7

	Sacrament – Opening the Heart
Church’s celebration
	Borg – chapter eight

	Week twelve
4/10, 12

	Sin and Salvation
Ecumenism
Church’s healing
	Borg – chapter nine
Good Friday holiday April 14

	Week thirteen
4/17, 19, 21

	Heart of the Matter
Living in the World
	Borg – chapter ten

	Week fourteen
4/24, 26, 28


	Pluralism and Interfaith
In Dialogue.
	Borg – chapter eleven

	Week fifteen
5/1, 3, 5


	Being in the 21st Century
	

	
Final Exam 
	
	
To be scheduled
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