
EN 422
 Pacific Literature

Instructor:  		Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder
E-mail:  		koreen.nakahodo@chaminade.edu*  


Course Description
This course introduces students to significant works of contemporary literature written by indigenous Pacific Islanders and explores the issues of anti-colonialism, modernization, and traditional culture.  Works include writers from Hawaii, New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa.

This course fulfills the general degree requirement for global awareness.

Learning Outcomes
At the completion of the course, the student will be able to 

· Identify key texts, authors, and critics of Pacific Literature;
· Define key themes in Pacific Literature;
-Mobility and Identity
-Colonialism
-Issues of aesthetics and critical contexts
-Traditional “literary” expressions
· Analyze the connection between the literature and social issues facing the culture. 

This course fulfills the English Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #3:  the ability to define critical approaches and apply them to given texts.

Required Texts
Potiki.  Patricia Grace.
*Additional Readings will be posted online.


Student Responsibilities
1. Attend class and participate on a regular basis.

· Class attendance is mandatory. Your tutor will be taking attendance.

· Please do not spend your computer time on Facebook.  You must use your time to research and write your papers.

2. Respect your tutor.  Rude behavior will be reported to Dean Rayphand.

3. Do not plagiarize
· Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:

Plagiarism (continued)

i. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

ii. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.

iii. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade Catalog, online).

Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  

Graded Assignments:
· Weekly Posts 		30%
· Papers 	     		50%
· Project 			20%

Papers:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first two papers are short (3-4 pages) and will require minimal, personal research.  They must be typed and submitted to the dropbox.  The topics will be announced during the semester.

Posts:
Your posts should be short (250-300 words – approx 1-1.5 pages typed) and should be pasted (or typed) directly into the dialogue box.  Please do not submit an attachment as it takes longer to read.  You must turn in 10 posts during the semester and each post must the contain the following:

1. A short summary of the reading (3-4 sentences)
2. A short paragraph where you compare a section of the reading to your own experience.  Or you comment on why you could not relate to the reading.
3. A question about the piece for further research or consideration.

Project
The project will be either a research paper or a textbook project. We will discuss this during the second half of the semester.

Late Work

Discussion Posts
I realize that many of you are working full-time, raising a family, and taking this class.  I understand that this is challenging.  However, I must insist that you post on time.  If you do not post as scheduled, you will receive a ‘0’ for that post. Each post is worth 3 points, so missing 1 or 2 posts will not hurt you overall.

Late Papers
Late papers are possible and will be discussed on an individual basis.  No paper can be more than one week late without a doctor’s note.

Late Project
We can discuss this later in the semester.

Grading Breakdown
Posts			    30%	
Papers 			    50%
Project		       	    20%
Total Grade		  100%

Grading Scale
‘A’ 	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)
‘B’	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)
‘C’	Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)
‘D’	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)
‘F’	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this class is a ‘D’




