English 102
Spring 2017
Syllabus

     

Course Information
Instructor:  Koreen Nakahodo
Contact Information:   koreen.nakahodo@chaminade.edu
	
Course Description
Instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium-length expository essays and in writing from sources. Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multisource research paper of substantial length. 

Specific Course Themes
During the course of the semester, we will explore issues in Chuuk.  In the past, students have written on topics that cover the areas of education, religion, suicide, health care, and indigenous practices; however, each student will determine his/her specific topic.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes
At the completion of the course, the student will

I. Clarity

A. Demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text including
1. thesis sentences
2. topic sentences
3. clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences
4. logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting   
    examples.

B. Demonstrate organizational development in a written text including
1. an effective introductory paragraph
2. an effective concluding paragraph
3. the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/between 
    paragraphs) in a written text

C. Demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 
     mechanics, and sentence structure errors.






II. Originality and Research

A. Demonstrate the ability to identify an audience and articulate an argument specific to 
that audience.

B. Identify and apply and logically utilize the rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive,  exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

C.  Evaluate and synthesize research information including
1. verifying the validity of source information
2. distinguishing between facts and opinions
3. retrieving information from various sources (printed sources, 
    internet sources)
4. integrating material from sources.

D.  Demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.


III. Documentation

A. Demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation including
1. understanding the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page	
2. understanding the definition and consequences of plagiarism


Required Text
I will post readings in the file section of the module.  However, please plan to locate and read articles that will total to about 200+ pages for the semester.

Description of Module:
The course will be divided into 5 units.  Each unit will vary in length (weeks) and assignments.  
	
	Module 1:  Introduction  

Module 2:  Reading a Research Paper
	
	Module 3:  Conducting Research and Annotated Bibliography

	Module 4:  Writing the Different Parts of the Research Paper

            Module 5:  Putting the Parts into an Argument

Each unit will have an introduction that will discuss the overall goal of the section and describe the different lectures that you will be reading.


Student Responsibilities
The student will
1. Attend class and participate on a regular basis.

· Class attendance is mandatory.  You must attend both the computer and classroom sessions.  Your tutor will be taking attendance.

· Please do not spend your computer time on Facebook.  You must use your time to research and write your papers.

2. Respect your tutor.  Rude behavior will be reported to me and to Fr. Rosendo.

3.  Not plagiarize

· Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.


3. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade Catalog, online).

Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  

Title IX
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact Fr. Rosendo.





Breakdown of Graded Assignments:
Short Assignments (4) @ 5 points each 	20 points
Annotated Bibliography (5) @ 4 points         20 points
Short papers (2) @ 5 points each        	10 points
Parts of the Paper (25) 			25 points
Final Paper (75)	                        	75 points
Total Points			          	          150 points


Description of Short Assignments (20 points total) - This section will be in modules 2 & 3
Locating Sources 
Working Bibliography
Sample summary of a source
Sample Works Cited List 

Description for Parts of Paper (25 points total) –This section will be in module 4
Introduction (5) 
Personal Position of the problem (0 points)		          
Background to the problem (5)
Problem in Context (5)
Solution (5)
Conclusion (5)


Grading Scale
‘A’ 	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (135-150)
‘B’	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (120-134)
‘C’	Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (105-119)
‘D’	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (90-104)
‘F’	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this class is a ‘C’ or 105/150

[bookmark: _GoBack]See next page for the outline of the grading rubric.











Grading Rubric for the Final Paper:  
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Integration of Sources
	Accurate assessment 
(summary and paraphrase) of source information. The sources are introduced using a concise summary and the sources are integrated logically and effectively into the paper. The validity of the source information has been tested and documented in the paper.
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the 
text is accurate but not as concise.	

	The summary introduction or the paraphrase of the 
source may be less than accurate. 	
	There is no summary introduction of the texts, and the text is not integrated 
into the paper.	
	It is unclear what additional texts are being used and for what purpose.

	Clarity and Rhetoric
	The goal of the paper is 
clear. The language and 
rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the intended audience.
	Rhetorical techniques are 
applied correctly 
throughout the paper, but they may not be entirely effective for the intended 
audience.	
	Rhetorical techniques are 
inconsistently applied resulting obstacles to the 
logical development of the paper, or techniques should have been used in 
the paper to effectively address the intended 
audience.	
	Rhetorical techniques are 
mis-applied resulting in an 
illogical development of 
the paper. The paper is ineffective at persuasively 
addressing the intended audience.	
	It is unclear what 
techniques are being used. The paper fails to 
persuasively address the intended audience.	

	Organizational Development
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion, and the research clearly supports the thesis.	
	The paper has a clear organizational structure, but 
further research may be needed for conclusive development.
	The organizational structure is not always clear making it 
difficult to follow the writers points at all time, or further research is needed for sufficient support.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions)., or the research does not appear to support the thesis.	
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear and/or not support is given.


	Grammar and Mechanics
	The paper contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and 
sentence structure. It uses correct MLA documentation and has a properly formatted works cited list.
	The paper may contain several 
errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. It may also contain very minor errors in MLA formatting and documentation.
	The paper contains numerous 
errors in grammar and punctuation that do not hinder a general reading. It may also contain errors documentation that do not significantly undermine the scholarly credibility of the paper.
	The paper contains major errors in grammar and punctuation that 
present obstacles to reading. It may also contain major 
documentation errors that 
undermine the credibility of the 
paper (e.g. the “works cited” page is not in MLA format).
	The paper contains major errors in grammar and punctuation that prevent reading.  It may also fail to present documentation (e.g. in-text citations and/or missing Works Cited).







