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Chaminade University of Honolulu
Philosophy 105-30—Ethics




	Instructor:  
	Mr. Aliman Sears, MA, MS/P, CPRP
	Instructor Phone:
	381-6681 (8am to 6pm)

	Day / Time:
	Tuesday / 1730-2140
	Instructor E-mail:
	Aliman.Sears@Chaminade.edu

	COURSE FACEBOOK PAGE:  http://tinyurl.com/chaminade-phil-osopher
COURSE BOOKMARKS PAGE:  http://tinyurl.com/cham-phil-bookmarks




	“Good afternoon / evening. My name is… Mr. Sears.  You may call me… Mr. Sears.  We are studying… Ethics.  Cell phones vibrate or… off.  No Internet browsing or audio-visual recording… allowed.”




	Course Touchstone Quote:

“We have always known that there is something wrong.  Behind our busyness, behind the working at and worrying about our everyday life and our survival from year to year, were the questions: ‘What does it mean?’  ‘Why are we here and where is here?’  ‘Why do we love, fear, hate, kill, protect ourselves, [and] die?’  ‘Do we have any real choices?  If so, what are they?’  ‘What does being born mean?’  ‘What does dying mean?’  ‘What is love?’  ‘Is there more to the world than we can see?’  Behind our constant activity and our concern about our activities and plans, there lies a dim unease about these [philosophical] questions, and about our lack of any answers.”  ~~ Dr. Lawrence LeShan




	COMMUNICATIONS:  Email the instructor sometime today or tomorrow to communicate your email address. Please use your Chaminade address. All email to and from the instructor must be to and from a Chaminade address.  If needed, set your Chaminade email to forward to another email account. Check your email several times a week. Reality is complex and things may change daily. The instructor will send out a short extra credit exercise worth 50 points to all email addresses he has tomorrow. You are disqualified from getting the extra credit points if the instructor does not have your email address by tomorrow.




	COURSE CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVES:  “In the course the student studies the concepts of good and bad, right and wrong, as well as the origins and legitimacy of our standards of conduct and character. We will discuss modern studies which consider the compelling and unconditional overtones of ethical demands. The course will also discuss the ways in which we talk to children and young people about what is right and wrong.”




	SYLLABUS AND MODULE #1:  The guidelines on this syllabus, along with the information contained in Module #1, contain all the instructions and information that the student will require to complete this course successfully and potentially obtain an excellent grade. Study these two documents carefully and ask the instructor any questions.




	ONLINE RESOURCES
	Use only these two sources from the internet to cite academic work because both sites are peer reviewed:
· The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) (Peer Reviewed):  http://plato.stanford.edu/ and 
· The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (IEP) (Peer Reviewed): http://www.iep.utm.edu/.



	[image: ]ACADEMIC HONESTY / PLAGIARISM
	Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious. The instructor runs all work through “Turnitin.com” which quickly and successfully searches the entire internet for text matches. This service works extremely well. The instructor will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures for plagiarism.  Plagiarism, (claiming another’s writing as your own) simply will not be tolerated.  Eight words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source means that you have plagiarized. 




	[image: C:\Users\owner\Desktop\Images\talking.jpg]CLASS DISCUSSION:  We all learn by the attempt to constructively criticize the viewpoint of the other. Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is correct. Everything is instructive. Remember, however, that the discussion is centered primarily on the text and lecture material and only secondarily on your personal beliefs and opinions.




	TEXTBOOK:  Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. Cambridge University Press; ISBN-10: 0521707684; ISBN-13: 978-0521707688; On Amazon.com new for $15.49.




	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING:

	10 Modules, 150 points each (1,500 points total)
	Course Essay (500 points) or Advanced Course Essay (200 extra credit points, so 700 points)

	4 Pop Consensus Quizzes, 125 points each (500 points total)
	Term Project: “Age of the Geek, Baby!” (500 points)

	Extra Credit Available, See Module #1




Thus, you will be able to earn a maximum of 3,000 regular points in this course. The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course:

 (
270
0
 and above (90% and above) 
“
A
”
2400 – 2699
 (80% to 89.9%)  
“B”
2100 – 2399
 (70% to 79.9%)  
“C”
1800 – 2099
 (60% to 69.9%)  
“D”
1799
 or below (59.9% and below)  
“F”
)
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LIMITATIONS PLACED ON GRADE DUE TO ATTENDANCE:
(Note: Yes, physical presence is required to maximize points earned.)

a)  (
Or put your cell
 on vibrate
 mode
 if your job req
uires 
that 
you to monitor it
)Expectation:  The expectation is that the student will attend every class.
b) Absence Defined:  Each accelerated class period is 250 minutes, or five regular 50-minute classes.  Thus, each 50 minutes of class missed is one absence. E.g., if you miss one accelerated class, you accrue five absences. Note that there is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences.
c) Lowered Grade:  Missing six or more “50-minute classes,” even when Make-Up work is done, means that the student’s grade will be lowered by one letter grade when calculated at the end of the course.
d) Course Failure:  Nine absences, in “50-minute classes,” according to Chaminade policy, is a course failure.
e) Emergency Exception to “Course Failure:”  Exceptions may be made for military deployment or other emergency, but only situations where the student is able to continue to study on their own during the time of missing classes. In addition, the student must show proof of such study with substantial Extra Work as assigned by the Instructor. All Extra Work is submitted in addition to the regular work and the regular Make-Up work. The maximum number of accelerated class periods granted under these special conditions, with a written letter of explanation from a military commander or a physician, is four accelerated classes.  Missing 4.1 or more accelerated classes, even with Extra Work and Make-Up work, means the student may not receive credit nor a passing grade for the course.
i) This option should only be used when the student discovers a military deployment or other emergency after the course starts.

f) First Class:  The first time that the class meets does not count toward absences.
g) Tardy:  Excessive tardy means an absence may be assessed.


OTHER ITEMS:
1. Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations. You may phone or e-mail anytime.
2. All mobile devices on vibrate or off during class.
3. When submitting work to the instructor, either hand in during class or email, NOT BOTH. 
4. This class will challenge your personal beliefs, ESPECIALLY THE RELIGION TOPICS.  Put your personal beliefs aside so you can learn another point of view.  E.g., the idea of “blasphemy” only occurs within a specific religious community, not in an inter-faith or scholastic discussion.
5. I do NOT tolerate someone disrespecting me or another person by talking while someone else is in the middle of making a point.  Focus your attention at all times on the person who has the floor.  Only one person at a time has the floor.
6. You are responsible for knowing all the assigned reading material, regardless of whether or not we discuss it in class.
7. [image: ]I get up at 4:00 am, too. I do not tolerate sleeping during class.
8. Computer problems or Internet problems will not be an acceptable excuse for lateness. Submit work several days early just in case you have such problems.
9. Keep copies on your computer and keep all hard copies of documents that are graded and returned to you until AFTER you get your final grade. (I.e., delay your Burning Man festival until after the course is over.)
10. All work (term paper, reading summaries, make-up work, etc.) will be submitted on 8½ x 11-inch standard paper, and typed.  All work must be double-spaced, with 12-point font, and one-inch margins all around. Electronic submissions are MS Word or PDF only. No other formats are accepted.
11. You are expected to obey the Chaminade code of conduct (in student handbook & college catalog). In general, it says that you must treat everyone with respect.
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The Fine Print:

	
I. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:   
It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling by phone [(808) 739-4603] or email.



	
II. INCOMPLETES:  
Note that all work must be in by the day of the final exam and no incompletes with extended deadlines will be possible, beyond the 10 weeks of the course, except in the most extreme circumstances with documented evidence and completed paperwork.  



	
III. TIME MANAGEMENT & PLANNING:  
The time/work requirements for courses are stated on the Chaminade website and in this course syllabus. Students who do not have time to follow a course should not register for a course. E.g., if you are working full time and taking many other courses this does not mean you may expect to do less work in this course. It is a full credit university course. In this course, you will need to do the work and submit it by the scheduled dates. The work is divided into 10 separate parts to afford a realistic opportunity to the student to master each topic.



	IV. SYLLABUS: 
PRINT AND SAVE A COPY OF THIS SYLLABUS FOR YOUR REFERENCE, AND PRINT OUT A COPY IF IT IS UPDATED.

This syllabus describes all of the requirements for the course and the due dates for all work. If you have any questions about any of the information contained within it, ask the instructor immediately. 

This syllabus is subject to revision.  The instructor will notify students if a new version is issued.







	
				CLASS SCHEDULE          (SUBJECT TO MINOR AMENDMENT)


	DATE:
	CLASS ACTIVITY:
	NOTES:

	
Week #1

1/10
	· Review syllabus & instructor expectations
· Discussion of module #1
· Complete Module #1 in class (all students present & participating receive full credit points for module)
· Hand out Module #2

	

	
Week #2

1/17
	· Short Lecture
· Flex Time: STNG: “Measure of a Man” (Personal identity & ethical agency)
· Discussion Module #2
· Submit “Age of the Geek, Baby!” (AGB) project choice: Write on p. 1 of Module #2
· Submit Module #2
· Submit Module #1 if absent last week
· Hand out Module #3

	

	
Week #3

1/24
	· Submit AGB Option #1, entry #1, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
·  Short Lecture
· Discussion Module #3
· Submit Module #3
· Hand out Module #4

	

	
Week #4

1/31
	· Submit AGB Option #1, entry #2, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
·  Short Lecture
· Flex Time: STNG: “I, Borg” (Ends justify the means?)
· Discussion Module #4
· Submit Module #4
· Hand out Module #5
	

	
Week #5

2/7
	· Submit AGB Option #1, entry #3, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late), or, 
· Submit AGB Option #2, entry #1, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
·  Short Lecture
· Flex Time: Kung Fu: “Alethea” (Truth-telling)
· Discussion Module #5
· Submit Module #5
· Hand out Module #6
	

	
Week #6

2/14
	· Submit AGB Option #1, entry #4, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late) or,
·  Submit AGB Option #2, entry #2, by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
·  Short Lecture
· Flex Time:  Kung Fu: “The Praying Mantis Kills” (Confucian Virtue Ethics)
· Discussion Module #6
· Submit Module #6
· Hand out Module #7
	

	
Week #7

2/21
	· Submit AGB Option #1, entry #5 (last entry), by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late) or,
·  Submit AGB Option #2, entry #3 (last entry), by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
· Submit Course Essay or Advanced Essay by 5:30pm (5:31pm is late)
· Short Lecture
· Flex Time: STNG: “Rightful Heir” (Belief)
· Discussion Module #7
· Submit Module #7
· Hand out Module #8
	

	
Week #8

2/28
	· Short Lecture
· Flex Time: STNG: “Ethics” (Assisted suicide)
· Discussion Module #8
· Submit Module #8
· Hand out Module #9 & #10
	

	
Week #9

3/7
	· Short Lecture
· Flex Time: STNG: “The First Duty” (Truth telling)
· Discussion Module #9
· Submit Module #9
	

	
Week #10

3/14
	· Short Lecture
· Discussion Module #10
· Submit Module #10
 
SUBMIT ALL WORK FOR COURSE BY MIDNIGHT TONIGHT—NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED
	
Have a nice, philosophical, ethical life.


This is the end… Beautiful friend… This is the end… My only friend, the end… Of our elaborate plans, the end… Of everything that stands, the end… No safety or surprise, the end… I'll never look into your eyes again… Can you picture what will be, so limitless and free? … Desperately in need of some stranger's hand… In a desperate land… Lost in a Roman wilderness of pain… And all the children are insane… All the children are insane… Waiting for the summer rain, yeah.
	~~Jim Morrison



Winter 2017 Term: January 9 – March 21, 2017

December 5, 2016 (Monday): Registration Begins
January 9, 2017 (Monday): Term Begins
January 10, 2017 (Tuesday): 1st Class Period
January 16, 2017 (Monday): Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (no class, offices closed)
January 17, 2017 (Tuesday): Registration Ends
January 17, 2017 (Tuesday): Add/Drop Period Ends
January 25, 2017 (Wednesday): Withdrawal Without Record Ends
February 20, 2017 (Monday): Presidents’ Day (no class, offices closed)
February 27, 2017 (Monday): Withdrawal With Record Ends
March 21, 2017 (Tuesday): Term Ends
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