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INSTRUCTOR: Dylan Gaffney MSCP Counseling Psychology                                  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]How to reach me: via email from teaching site
Required Text: Experience Human Development; Diane E. Papalia and Gabriela Martorell. McGraw Hill. 13th edition
ISBN: 978-0-07-786184-1 (Hard Cover)
If you prefer the ebook that is fine.
You will not need the additional access.
Course Description: This course explores Human Development in an interdisciplinary field of study devoted to understanding human consistency and change through out the lifespan.
This will be examined from several theoretical frameworks, and critical questions will be asked to bring awareness to the developing person.
 Assessment
In order to measure the quality of the learning experience students will demonstrate their knowledge through discussion, quizzes, a term reflection journal project and a final exam.
1) Term Reflection Journal Project: 
You will be compiling your own story, within a Life Span Development lens, and SPECIFICALLY through Erik Erikson’s model-which you will be introduced to in the first lecture and we will continue to frame the psychosocial aspects of each life stage through. Using a photo and essay format you will chronicle your own life story and using the set of constructs learned in the course you will to explain and expand on your own understanding of life span development to include journal writing about each stage on a personal level. 
Under “assignments” you will find reflection topics, Start early and feel free to jump off with your own ideas! While the journal is not due until the end of the term, it would be very wise to stay current and not get overwhelmed in the end.
For the stages not yet lived you will imagine the best possible scenarios. This journal is best constructed in Power Point Presentation, but a Word Doc is also acceptable.
Finally, my assessment (grading of) will be based on your engagement with the process. While there is no “right or wrong” it is easy for me to see the work you put into it, and your intention. I urge you to engage with this deeply, and consider it a legacy piece. Rarely are we given time to tell our own story, and this may well become valuable to you and yours later on. Do be honest. I am not judging, nor am I trying to dig into your “stuff.” This is simply for you to chronicle and explore. 
2) Discussions are the rubric for participation and are very important to this course. 
Each week there is a carefully monitored discussion, tied to the reading and lecture, allowing students to engage in mature, thoughtful and respectful dialogue. It is a VERY important part of this course! There are 10 weeks of class; 10 points are available each week for a total of 100 possible points. You will have two weeks from the start of the each new discussion to add your input and interact with other students. You must respond to at least two other students in a meaningful way. At the end of that two-week period the topic will be closed. 
There are specific requirements for these all-important discussions:
If you post for the first time on the last day before it closes, you have not met the spirit of the dialogue, nor have you honored others or allowed them to respond to you. By the last day of the discussion (which has been open for two weeks) everyone has moved on and you are “talking” to an empty room. IF you chose not to follow this requirement, and you find yourself posting at the last minute do not be surprised if you grade is much, much lower.
If you simply post to the question, (which must be thoughtful and considered) and do not support others in dialogue you will not get full credit.
If you simply “fly in for one day” to meet “the requirement” you have not engaged in a true discussion, which matures over time. And, as many post throughout those two weeks, and you will not have read what others have written to you. As such, you will not get full credit. I have full access to your participation time on the site and if you aren’t putting the time in to the discussions it is quite clear.
3) Lectures: 
Each week a lecture posted each week. Many times you will be required to comment on these particular parts of the lecture in our discussion and/or video segments I afford you.
4)  Quizzes: 
Each week there will be a quiz or writing assignment to support your reading and when completed place it in the drop box. As with the discussions, you will have two weeks to complete it. Each assignment is worth 10 points with a possible 100 points available. 
There are three quizzes found on the site. They are opened at the beginning of the term, but they do have due dates.

5) Final Exam: 
The final exam will be made available to online. I will email you a review so you can prepare and I will email you the password and the time frame the exam will remain open. 
In a Nutshell:
Class participation: 10 points a week=100 possible points
Three quizzes: 100 possible points total
Final Project=100 points
Final Exam=100 points
GRADING:
A =400-350 points
B =350-300 points
C =300-250 points
D =250-200 points
F =200 and below points
YOU MUST DO THE READING TO DO WELL IN THE COURSE. The good news; it’s an interesting textbook! Note:  You will get out of the course what you put into it. 


Grading Criterion as stated in the Chaminade undergraduate catalog is as follows:
A – Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B – Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C – Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D – Inferior work of the lowest passing grade; not satisfactory for fulfillment of
Pre-requisite coursework.
F – Failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
I – Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control.
The issuance of an “I” grade is not automatic. Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days* after the end of the semester or term. This limit may not be extended. In lieu of submitting an Incomplete Contract, an IB, IC, ID, or IF must be issued along with all other reported grades. If the instructor, prior to the deadline, does not submit a new grade for the course; the alternate grade indicated will be recorded (i.e. an ID will be recorded as a final grade of D). Should a letter grade of I be issued and no approved change of grade submitted, the I grade will automatically change to an F at the 90 day deadline.
Attendance: With on-line courses I know you are attending if you show up on our discussion board and take part. If you do not show up and take part in our discussions then you are not attending the class. I expect respectful dialogue, well thought through and pertinent to the reading and topic. 
If illness prevents you from attending class it will be my prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. If you’re your attendance is not continuous, financial aid may be terminated. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, you should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade. 

Course Calendar:
Date: Week One (January 9)
Topic: History, Theory and Research Strategies
Readings: Chapters 1 and 2 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Two (January 16)
Topic: Forming a new life,  Birth and the Newborn Baby
Readings: Chapters 3 & 4and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Three (January 23)
Topic: Physical, Cognitive and Psychosocial Development during the first there years.
Readings: Chapters 5,6 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Four (January 30)
Topic:  Early Childhood, Physical, Cognitive and Psychosocial Development
Readings: Chapter 7, 8 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.
First Quiz is due January 29

Date: Week Five (Feb 6)
Topic: Middle Childhood, Physical, Cognitive and Psychosocial Development
Readings: Chapter 9, 10 and Lecture 

Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Six (Feb 13)
Topic: Adolescence: The Transition to Adulthood
Readings: Chapters 11,12 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.
Second Quiz is due February 12

Date: Week Seven (Feb 20)
Topic: Emerging Adulthood
Readings: Chapters 13, 14 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Eight (February 27)
Topic: Middle Adulthood
Readings: Chapter 15, 16 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Nine (March 6)
Topic: Late Adulthood
Readings: Chapter 17,18 and Lecture
Third Quiz is due March 5
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week 10 (March 17)
Topic: Death, Dying and Bereavement
Readings: Chapters 19 and Lecture
Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.
Final Reflection Journal Paper is due no later than March 19.
Final Exam will be opened on the teaching site and an email password and time fram for taking the exam will be sent to you.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS SYLLABUS, THE GRADING OR THE POLICIES ASK NOW.


