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CJ 151-90: Introduction to Criminal Justice System 
Course Syllabus

Fall 2016
Instructor:  
Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.

Email: 
jdavidso@chaminade.edu (Initiate course related emails from within the Canvas course)
Twitter:
@CCJPROF

Phone: 
739-4659 

Office: 
Behavioral Sciences #108

Office Hours: By Appointment 
Class Times:
Online via Canvas
Class Location: Online 
Course Prerequisites:  None.  

Catalog Description:

Overview of criminal justice systems, processes, and personnel.  Roles and relationships of various law enforcement agencies, court systems, and corrections agencies.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
1. Explain the subsystems making up the correctional system and how they interact;
2. Contrast the major forms of crime data collection;

3. Summarize the various law enforcement agencies and the manner in which jurisdiction matters;

4. Explain the court system in America;

5. Classify the various forms of sentencing in the American judicial system;
6. Summarize the historical development of corrections from ancient times to the 20th century;
7. Identify deterrence, rehabilitation, retribution, incapacitation, and restorative justice as goals of punishment; and
8. Explain the differences and similarities between the major correctional institutions, such as jail and prison and probation and parole. 
Required Reading: 


Fagin, James A. 2014. CJ 2015. New Jersey: Pearson. 

**You are expected to have, and will need, the book beginning the first week of class**
**Additional reading materials will be used in supplement these texts**
Course Approach: 

This course will utilize an online seminar approach, thus we will rely heavily on class discussion via our online format in Canvas. Students must complete the readings prior to posting any discussion material; otherwise the discussions will not be informed ones. Due to the nature of the material we are discussing, there is likely to be some lively discussion and some disagreement on issues. In addition, some people may feel uncomfortable or upset by some of the material. As such, we want to make sure to follow these ground rules: 

1. Acknowledge that people in our culture have different experiences based on race, class, sex, age, and sexuality. 

2. Think sociologically about the issues we tackle and be prepared to critically analyze your own opinions and beliefs.

3. Agree that this course should be a place where no one is made to feel embarrassed or ashamed. Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. No attacks that might be deemed personal should be made on the discussion boards. However, healthy discussion and debate is welcome and encouraged. We do not have to agree with one another, but we must be able to discuss our differences in a respectful manner.

In terms of general participation, students are responsible for all material posted each week. Make sure to plan your study time wisely. Prior to any class discussions, students are expected to have engaged the material such that they are prepared with questions and reflections. This allows for a more coherent participation in the seminar discussions. 

Course Website Address (Canvas):  https://chaminade.instructure.com/

Hardware Requirements:  Canvas is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.  You will also need to be able to access video and/or from some external websites or files posted within this course in the Doc Sharing section. You should thus have access to speakers or headphones that allow you to hear audio. You should not take this class if you will not have reliable internet access.

 Software Requirements:  You will need to have some ability to listen to audio in an mp3 format (via Real Player, Media Player, or similar) as well as Acrobat Reader in order to read .pdf files. These can be downloaded without additional costs. You will need to be able to have access to a camera with sound for course related video postings. 
Technical Support:  (1) Contact Cavas for any technical related issues with the class (such as uploading a video). (2) Contact the CUH Helpdesk at helpdesksupport@chaminade.edu for other technical difficulties.  These two sources are your technical support. I am here for content, not technical support, so do make sure to use these

Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email at jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Title IX Compliance 

Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following: 

• Chaminade Counseling Center 808-735-4845.

• Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

  ASSESSMENT AND GRADING
Grading Procedure: You will have three main grading requirements each week, consisting of a quiz, assignment, discussion posting, and reaction discussion posting.  All weekly work will be posted on Monday mornings by 7:00 a.m. Your weekly discussion postings are due each Saturday by 11:59 p.m. and the remaining work is due each Sunday evening by 11:59 p.m., Hawaii time. You will also have four course assignments due throughout the term (dates are outlined later in the syllabus).  The grade for this class is based on a point system. In the end, your final grade consists of the total points you earned on all work as a percentage of the total points available for all work. The best way to keep track of your grade is to keep track of your weekly points which will be posted on a weekly basis. 
· Weekly Quiz - Multiple Choice (10 total possible points each/total possible points for course = 100 / 22.2% of the final grade). Please note that you will have 20 minutes to complete the quiz once you begin. Questions come from the weekly text reading. Quizzes must be completed by 11:59 p.m., Hawaii time, each Sunday. Make sure to read your assigned chapters before the quiz begins and this should give you more than enough time. 
· Weekly Discussion Postings. There will be two required discussion postings each week (10 total possible points each week/total possible for course = 100 points / 22.2% of the final grade.) These postings should be well written and without slang. Do not write as if these are text messages. Remember, these postings are due each Saturday by 11:59 p.m., Hawaii time. Some of these postings will be required video postings, so you might want to practice ahead of time! 
· Following are guidelines for weekly discussion grades: 

· Excellent = The posting and comments are accurate, original, relevant, teaches us something new or offers a new perspective, and is well written.  Grades of 9 or 10 indicate substantial learning presence to the course and the stimulation of additional thought about the issue under discussion.

· Above Average = The posting and comments lack at least one of the above qualities, but is above average in quality.  Grades of 8 here indicate that the comments make reasonable contributions to our understanding of the issue being discussed. 

· Average = The posting and comments lack 2 or 3 of the required qualities.  Comments which are based upon personal opinion or personal experience often fall within this category. These comments typically receive a grade of 7. (Note: some discussion postings will specifically ask for personal opinion or experience and, thus, do not fall into this category). These postings may not fully address the discussion question at hand. 
· Minimal = The posting and comments present little or no new information or does not contribute to the overall discussion board. Postings may not be complete and/or are poorly written. However, grades of 6 here indicate that the comments may provide some  social presence to a collegial atmosphere.

· Unacceptable = The posting or comments add no value or meaningless value to the discussion, are poorly written, or do not address the question at hand. Points here are 5 or less. 

· 10 Weekly Reaction Discussion Postings - You must submit at least two substantive reaction postings to two of your classmate’s postings each week, per discussion board for that week (4 total each week).  Simply responding that you agree to what someone else has posted is not considered a substantive post. Think of these reaction postings as a way to give feedback, respectfully disagree with a fellow student, or to stimulate discussion. These should be substantive responses.  Weekly Reaction Postings must be completed each Sunday by 11:59 p.m., Hawaii time. 
· 4 Semester Assignments. You will find these assignments posted in the weekly module that they are due, but you should plan on working ahead for each one. More detail about each assignment is listed at the end of this syllabus, but you will ultimately have the following due:

· Assignment One: Reflection paper related to the American criminal justice system, measuring crime, and criminal law. Due 10/16/16 by 11:59 p.m.
· Assignment Two: Op-Ed related to law enforcement in America. Due 10/30/16 by 11:59 p.m.
· Assignment Three: Fact sheet related to American trials, courts, and/or sentencing. Due 11/20/16 by 11:59 p.m.
· Assignment Four: Infographic related to corrections. This final assignment will be a two-part group project, beginning on the last day of class and concluding during our final exam time. Due 12/11/16 by 11:59 p.m.
· You should plan on submitting these assignments via the basket for the appropriate assignment; assignments will not be graded if submitted via other venues (such as email). Assignments will only be graded once submitted, on time, to the appropriate basket. Make sure to submit these assignments as a .doc, docx, wpd., .txt, or .pdf file. Other files (such as pages) will not open on my end, so convert your work to one of the acceptable formats prior to submission. Your work should be thoughtful, well-written, and complete to receive full credit. Assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday evening on the week they are due.  

Summary of Work for Class:

· Weekly reading/viewing of material.
· Weekly discussion postings (2 per week, one response to each of my discussion board questions). Due each Saturday by 11:59 p.m.
· Weekly reaction postings (2 per each discussion board, each week – or 4 total). Due each Sunday by 11:59 p.m.
· Weekly quiz. Due each Sunday by 11:59 p.m. 
· 4 Course assignments. Variable due dates, see course schedule for exact dates. 
Note: No late work is accepted, make sure you understand the due dates for various work.
Grading System

Point Distribution & Scoring System 

	
	% of Final Grade
	Point Distribution

	Weekly Quizzes
	22%
	100

	Assignments (4)
	44%
	200

	Discussion Postings
	22%
	100

	Reaction Postings
	11%
	50

	Total
	100%
	450 points


A = 405-450 points 
B = 360-404 points
C = 315-359 points
D = 270-314 points
F = 269 points and below
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT FOR THIS CLASS.
 ONLINE COURSE CAUTIONS & REMINDERS

Although this is an online course, it is still a class nonetheless. I expect you to treat this course with the respect that you would a traditional course.  We will all travel through the course together, so please do not ask if you can work ahead.  Please note the following as well:  
1. This is NOT an independent or individualized study. You cannot do the work for this class at your own pace and expect to do well. No late work is accepted, seriously. For example, if a deadline is at 11:59 p.m. and you attempt to submit at midnight, the work will not be graded or accepted for credit. Make sure to stick with the deadlines as outlined in the syllabus.

2. It is not difficult to do well in this course, but it is ultimately up to you to stay up to date on the reading and assignments. 

3. Each semester I have students who seem to be surprised that they actually need to read and do work for this class. Please do keep in mind that this is a college level course and it will be treated as such. 

4. Please note that technological excuses (e.g., computer crash or inability to log on) will NOT be accepted as excuses for late, missing, or incomplete work. As stated earlier, I expect you to have consistent access to a computer and the internet if you have registered for this class. Do not offer any excuses to the contrary.

5. Acceptance for make-up work for this class is dependent upon a valid excused absence. Generally speaking, a valid excuse is a medical one. If you miss class for any reason and wish to make-up material you must include a note from a medical professional documenting the date(s) and time(s) of the excused absence (regardless of the reason). Telling me that you ‘did not feel well’ or were ‘sick’ is not enough to excuse late or missing work or an overall absence from class. Any request for consideration may be excused, with documentation, on a case-by-case basis.

Students who do well in this class are ones who pay attention to detail, ask questions for clarity ahead of time, submit complete and well-written work, on time, and in the correct location.  These students also regularly check email.  You must be self-disciplined to do well in this, and generally any, online course. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Date
	General Topic
	Reading from Text

	1
	10/3/16
	Introduction to the Criminal Justice System &
Measuring Crime and Victimization 
	Chapters 1 & 3

	2
	10/10/16
	Criminal Law

Reflective Journal Due – 10/16/16
	Chapter 4

	3
	10/17/16
	An Overview of Law Enforcement
	Chapter 5

	4
	10/24/16
	Oversight and Professionalism of Law Enforcement

Op-Ed Due – 10/30/16
	Chapter 6

	5
	10/31/16
	The Court System 
	Chapter 7

	6
	11/7/16
	Courtroom Participants and the Trial
	Chapter 8

	7
	11/14/16
	Sentencing

Fact Sheet Due – 11/20/16
	Chapter 9

	8
	11/21/16
	Jails & Prisons
	Chapter 10

	9
	11/28/16
	Probation & Parole
	Chapter 11

	10
	12/5/16
	Corrections in the Community 

Infographics Due – 12/11/16
	Chapter 12


*Additional readings or media will be assigned throughout the course. 
MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL VALUES

The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

2. Provide an Excellent Education

3. Educate in Family Spirit

4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

5. Educate for Adaptation to Change

SCIENTIFIC METHOD DEFINITIONS

· The METHODS OF SCIENCE are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

· The SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more THAN A WAY OF LIMITING FALSE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT NATURAL EVENTS.
Knowledge of which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and untestable.

· SCIENCE is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.

The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and this helps professionals to make predictions of future events.








Research Design in Counseling







Heppner, Kivlighan, and Wampold

· A THEORY is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a HYPOTHESIS is a smaller body of propositions.  HYPOTHESES are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.

· The PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.








Research Method in Social Relations







Kidder

· THEORIES are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even HYPOTHESES cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory. 

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.








Methods In Behavioral Research; Cozby

· In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory.

http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html   

Assignment One: Reflection Paper

You should prepare a 2-3 page reflection paper on the material covered in chapters 1, 3 and 4 from the text (an overview of the American criminal justice system, the manner in which we count crime, and/or criminal law). Your paper should be typed, 12 pt. font, and double-spaced. You need not use any outside sources, but your paper should be thoughtful and well-written. Make sure to edit before you turn in the final product. In your reflection paper, make sure to address the following:

1. What are your general thoughts about the American system of justice?

2. What, if anything, is different than you initially thought about our system? Did you have any myths that have since been dispelled?

3. How has your view or understanding of the American system of justice changed since the beginning of this class?

4. Of everything you have learned so far, what do you think would be most surprising to the average American citizen?

5. What is your general take-away from the material in the class thus far? What are the most important lessons learned thus far?

A very good way to approach this assignment early on is to take notes as you read the chapter text or right after each class. I would recommend keeping a running document that you can add to as we progress through this section of the course. Most of your paper will write itself this way. This should be a personal paper drawing on the material from the course. 

Your reflection paper is due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/16/16
Assignment Two: Op-Ed

You should prepare an opinion-editorial (Op-Ed). Your paper should be double spaced, typed and written in 12 pt. font.  Op-Eds are one way for individuals to express opinions in an advocacy oriented matter. Op-Eds are typically around 800-1000 words. Generally, they are written to educate as well as persuade others about a particular point of view. Your task for this assignment is to construct a well-written op-ed on a topic stemming from material in our text (or related) dealing with law enforcement in American (text chapters 5 & 6). 

Op-eds are not cited pieces, but you do want to make sure yours is nonetheless researched, informed, and accurate. Generally, you are trying to educate and persuade someone regarding an issue. Op-Eds necessarily take a position, a stance and so should yours. Here are some examples of well-written op-eds submitted to various papers: 


Ruining Lives with Criminal Justice
Reforming the System is Not Assured 

Here's How to Get Out of Our Prison Mess
A Rare Opportunity on Criminal Justice 

How my mom got hacked
Privilege, Among Rape Victims
We must top police abuse of black men
Some examples of prompts to get you going (you can choose your own, one that you are particularly interested in):

1. What do you think of the police tactic of stop-and-frisk?

2. What do you think about the rules of evidence that police must follow?

3. Do you think law enforcement agencies should do more to recruit female officers?

4. Should law enforcement engage in asset forfeiture laws?

5. Should we hire more police officers to deal with crime?

6. Should we have one unified, federal police agency rather than multiple jurisdictions? 

Your op-ed is due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/30/16
Assignment Three: Fact Sheet

You should construct a thoughtful fact sheet that details some aspect of the American court system, including plea bargains and trials, sentencing, or the death penalty.  This is material that corresponds to chapters 7-9 in your text.

A fact sheet provides meaningful information about a topic in a format that is extremely brief and easy to read. Experts use them to summarize the “state of the art” about a topic. Fact sheets are used to provide an overview, to provide recommendations and advice, and sometimes to convince the reader to change their behavior. The focus is on providing what is essential and presenting the information in a way that is visually appealing and accessible. 

Here are some examples of criminology and criminal justice fact sheets:

NAACP Criminal Justice Fact Sheet
Crime, Incarceration Down in 2010
8 Facts You Should Know about the Criminal Justice System and People of Color
Addiction and the Criminal Justice System
Enhancing Fairness and Effectiveness of the Criminal Justice System 

Drug Treatment in the Criminal Justice System 

Fact Sheet Format for This Assignment:

· The fact sheet should be around 3 pages long, double-spaced, not including a reference list.

· Use 12 point font.

· Some information is more clearly communicated using figures or tables, and you should make use of this in your assignment when applicable. Note that the page limit should not exceed 4 pages (not including the reference list) and should unduly take away from text. 

· The fact sheet should be based on material from the text and at least 2 recent (published within the last 5 years) review articles of your topic (from criminology and criminal justice journals, accessed via Ebsco). Information from these sources should supplement material from the text. 

· All references used to create your fact sheet should be cited in the text and referenced on a separate sheet at the end. 

· Make sure to use APA formatting for your sources.  Here is a good guide to APA formatting.
Steps in Preparing your Fact Sheet:

1. Choose a topic. The focus is on some aspect of the American Court system, including actors (like judges, prosecutors), trials, plea bargains, court structure, or the death penalty as a sentence.

2. Conduct a search of the literature. Use the CUH library online sources to search Ebsco for at least two recent scholarly journal articles. This will involve clearly deciding your question or focus, creating a search strategy, and identifying “key words” and “subject headings.” 

3. Limit the scope of the topic. After researching your topic to get  a sense of its scope, you may decide to study the court system in general or limit your topic by focusing on a specific aspect of the process. I would recommend the latter. 

4. Keep the audience in mind. Fact sheets are written towards a specific audience. For this assignment, you should target your fact sheet to a fellow CUH student. 

5. Summarize your results. What is consistent? What is controversial and why? What is not known at all? What should be paid attention to? What should be reformed or changed, if anything?

Your fact sheet is due by 11:59 p.m. on 11/20/16
Assignment Four: Infographic

Your last assignment will be to create two separate infographics. You can use templates I will provide to you or you can use a free web-based product like Canva or Piktochart. Whichever format you do choose, make sure you save in a format that can be easily emailed to me for grading. You can save your file from Canva or Piktochart as a picture and email those directly to me. The following are your two topics:

1. Create an infographic that informs the public about jails and prisons in the U.S. Make sure to include or address the following:

a. What are the differences between jail and prison?

i. Who runs each?

ii. Who goes to jail? Who goes to prison?

iii. How do you get to jail versus prison?

b. How successful is jail or prison?

c. Are there any important changes in population size and type over the past 40 years?

d. Are there interesting facts about jail/prison that the general public should know?

2. Create an infographic that informs the public about probation and parole in the U.S. Make sure to include or address the following:

a. What are the differences between probation and parole?

i. What are each of these correctional functions?

ii. How do you get there?

iii. What type of population is in each?

b. How successful is probation or parole?

c. Are there any important changes in population size over the past 40 years?

d. Are there interesting facts about probation/parole that the general public should know?

Here is a link to a wealth of useful information and links related to infographics and the creation thereof. Your final infographics will be presented during our final exam period for the class. As a class, we will discuss whether your infographic is readable, interesting, eye-catching, informative, and well-substantiated. 
Your infographics are by 11:59 p.m. on 12/11/16
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