[bookmark: _GoBack]SO 308  SOCIAL PROBLEMS	Fall 2016		  	        MWF 1:30-2:20
Instructor:  Dr. Bryan Man	                      Office/Hours/Phone #:  BS113; MW: 9-10am;
TuTh: 10-11am, or by appointment / 735-4850; E-mail: bman@chaminade.edu	 

SYLLABUS

DESCRIPTION: Catalog: “Inquiry into the nature, extent, causes, effects, and possible solutions to the important problems confronting modern American society.”
This course surveys contemporary problems that afflict American society, from  individual transgressions of social norms, such as substance abuse, to societal problems, such as class and race inequality.  Various theoretical perspectives will be considered in trying to describe and understand each social problem.  Implications and alternative solutions will be discussed.  Where possible guest speakers will be invited to expose the class to official or personal experience with social problem areas.  This course satisfies the behavioral sciences goal of providing the skills individuals will need to operate effectively in the 21st century, through educating them in understanding, accepting and enjoying diversity of beliefs and values that exist in our world.

PROGRAM OUTCOME:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the reciprocal relationships between the individual and the group (ethnic or society).

Student Learning Outcomes:	The students will demonstrate an understanding of: 1) the social causes, 2) implications, and 3) alternative solutions of the social problems studied in this course, 4) the scientific method in relationship to social problems research and social problems in general, 5) these problems in terms of all appropriate theoretical perspectives discussed in class, and 6) the integration of the Five Marianist Educational Values in this course.  

GRADING:	All exams are essay in nature.  Letter grades are given at the end of finals and are based on the cumulative score of all exams, etc., and their distribution.  A term paper is required and may be fulfilled through one of three options.

Option A.  A paper presenting a synthesis of theory and research findings that is focused about a single social problem that is in the news and studied during the term. Policy implication(s) must be discussed at the end of the paper.  The paper must be based upon a minimum of 10 articles from scholarly journals, plus no more than 3 or 4 Internet non-scholarly research sources  (15 pages min.)

Option B.  A report of your original research designed to describe and/or explain (i.e., test a hypothesis) a social problem or aspect of a social problem that is in the news and studied during the semester.  The paper must also present policy implications related to the problem, that stem from the research, and be based upon a minimum of 10 articles (from approved scholarly journals) and books, and on no more than 3 non-scholarly sources, like a news article, for example.
The research design must be a survey or field observations, in consultation with the instructor. (15 pages min.)

	Option C.  A 26-28 hour service learning project of tutoring Chinese 
     immigrants, who are studying to take the citizenship test &/or
     English.  There are 3 2-hour workshops and 10 2-hour weekly
     tutoring sessions on the outskirts of Chinatown.  A 5-7 page
     reflection paper is due after the program ends.
		
NOTE:   Options A & B students are required to see the instructor at least twice during office hours or by appointment to discuss your research.

The paper is to be written according to the writing standards of CU, APA style format, and typed (double-spaced).  Any late paper will lose 10% of the score for every day after the due date (weekends included).  More than 4 unexcused absences may impact your final grade, at the discretion of the instructor.

Group Assignment:  The class will be divided into 2 or 3 groups.  Each group will chose a social problem topic from the following list: police misconduct, athletes and violent behavior, homelessness, environmental problems. Each group will research its social problem and present its findings and lead a discussion of it in one class period.  The scheduling of these will be decided. Each group will turn in its report/paper shortly after to the instructor.

The Work/Task				The Points		Grading Scheme
2 exams   (50 pts each) 				100		
Group assignments/Class participation  		  50		315-350	= A
Research/Reflection Paper				100		280-314	= B
Final exam						100		245-279	= C
									210-244	= D
---------------------------------------------------------------------------		LT 210		= F
Total		           	         				350

TEXT:	Leon-Guerrero, A. (2016). Social Problems: Community, Policy and Social Action. Fifth Edition. Sage, Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, Washington DC.
  
COURSE OUTLINE: (Tentative)

Wk 1-2		Introduction to the field of social problems  (ch. 1)
8/22-9/2	Social Inequality:  Social Class:Affluence & Poverty (ch. 2)
9/3		SHINE Orientation.  HH121, 1 pm.
9/5		Labor Day
		
9/6	Due: paper topics & literature research or the service-learning. project. 

Wk 3-6		Social Inequality: Race and Ethnicity  (ch. 3)  
9/6-30		Social Inquality:  Gender (ch. 4)	
		

10/3		FIRST EXAM   Text  & LECTURE MATERIAL

Wk 7-10	Deviance:  Sexual Orientation (ch. 5); Alcohol and Drug Abuse (ch. 12)
10/5-28	Crime & the Criminal Justice System (ch. 13)
	  	The Environment (ch. 15)
10/10		Discoverers’ Day 	 

10/31		SECOND EXAM   Readings & LECTURE MATERIAL

Wk 11-14	Institutional Problems:  Families (ch. 7); Education (ch.8);  	
11/2-23	Work and the Economy (ch. 9)


11/24-25	Thanksgiving & Friday--No Classes

Wk 15		Social Problems and Social Action  (Ch. 17)
		
12/2		RESEARCH/REFLECTION PAPERS ARE DUE!

December 6th (Tuesday), 11:00 to 1:00 pm.  FINAL EXAM, Readings & Lecture Material from weeks 11 to 15.

		 

SCIENTIFIC METHOD DEFINITIONS

The METHODS OF SCIENCE are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

The SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more THAN A WAY OF LIMITING FALSE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT NATURAL EVENTS.

Knowledge of which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and untestable.

SCIENCE is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.

The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and this helps professionals to make predictions of future events.
							Research Design in Counseling
							Heppner, Kivlighan, and Wampold

A THEORY is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a HYPOTHESIS is a smaller body of propositions.  HYPOTHESES are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.

The PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.
							Research Method in Social Relations
							Kidder

THEORIES are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even HYPOTHESES cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory. 

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.
							Methods In Behavioral Research; Cozby

In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory.
http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.

Marianist Educational Values
Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith
Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.

2. Provide an Excellent Education
In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.  Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.
3. Educate in Family Spirit
Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  
5. Educate for Adaptation to Change
In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

Students with Disabilities
Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Title IX Requirement
If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following: Dr. June Yasuhara at the Counseling Center, 808-735-4845.

RULES OF THE CLASSROOM

1. No eating or drinking in the classroom, when class starts .
2. Turn off all personal electronics, in particular your cell phones., and put them away.
3. Cheating on quizzes and tests will mean a failing grade in the course.
4. Show your respect for others in this class by not taking the opportunity to converse with others when a fellow student has a question or comment to make in class.
5. Keeping up with the readings is expected.    
6. Normally, there is very little time before or after class to entertain questions you personally might have.  You are welcome to make an appointment during my office hours to go over any questions regarding assignments, chapter readings and problems.

