CJ 201 – Foundations of Criminology

SYLLABUS

Instructor:
Lance Rabacal, Adjunct-Professor

Department of Criminal Justice



Phone: (808) 832-1668 (Bus) / (808) 226-5234 (CELL)

E-mail: lance.rabacal@chaminade.edu
Office hours: 
by appointment

Education and Experience:


MS in Criminal Justice Administration; Chaminade University of Honolulu


BS in Criminal Justice; Chaminade University of Honolulu

Current Experience: Correctional Administrator- Residency Section Administrator/ Offender Services Administrator

Past Experience: Case Management/ Special Needs Case Worker/ Unit Team Manager/ Inmate Employment Coordinator/ Volunteer Coordinator/ Corrections Recreations Specialist Supervisor - Oahu Community Correctional Center, Department of Public Safety.

Course Description and General Outline:

This course will examine the study of crime, punishment and prevention. Students will be required to learn to think and express themselves concerning the causes of crime in a more focused and scientific manner. Discussions and lectures will be on criminology; (the scientific study of making laws, breaking of laws, and reaction towards the breaking of laws).  The course will cover the assessment of crime over time and place, and measure the characteristics of criminals and crime.  In addition, students will learn other methods of study from all social and behavioral sciences, examining the schools of thought contributing to criminology.  


Learning Objectives:

· To focus on the ability to gain a scientific way of thinking and expression towards crime and criminals

· To obtain a familiarity with the motives, causes and correlation to crime.

· To develop and have a appreciation for criminology and the theory development process
Textbooks:
Criminology, 8th ed., Adler, F., Mueller, G., & Laufer, W., (2013)

Additional Course Materials:
To be announced and or distributed by the instructor

Attendance Policy:


Due to the intensive components of this course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be comprised of one-third of the final class grade.  Upon three absences a deficiency notice will be sent to the registrar within the recommendation that the student withdraw from the course.  

Students who miss three or more classes will receive a grade of “FA-failure due to poor attendance.”  On rare occasions, exceptions will be made due to documented military necessity and/ or serious family/ or personal reasons.  It will be the student’s responsibility to communicate with the registrar regarding withdraws, add/drops, credit/no credit options.  It is also the student’s responsibility to contact instructor.

Grading Policy:

Grades will be based on a point system.  There will be a total of 300 possible points; 100 points for attendance / book chapter review outline & presentation / discussions / all and & any participation; 100 points exam presentation; and 100 points for written research project & presentation.

Point System Breakdown:


Attendance/ Participation:
· 100 points – students arriving on time, prepared for and participating in all class work and discussions will receive 100 points. Group lectures, chapter review and chapter quizzes/exams…

· 90 points – 1 absence

· 80 points-   2 absences

RECOMMENDED COURSE WITHDRAWAL and/or FAILURE DUE TO ATTENDANCE- 3 absences

Midterm term/Final Exam/ Chapter Quizzes: 
· 100 points-50/50
Exams 1mid & 2final 
Final Research Presentation Project: (Criminology Theories)
· 100 points- 
Students will be required to prepare a written research paper (5 pages minimum) of a theory in the field of criminology. You will then be required to present your research project in class. All papers must conform to the Chaminade University writing requirement.  Double-space APA standard paper. Minimums of 3 references are required.
·  5-10 points EXTRA CREDIT-A written research paper (3-5 pages minimum) regarding a high profile case/ current events explaining the crime and criminals behavior. (I.e. Theories of Criminology, in the mind of a serial Killer…mass murderer…
Final Grades: 



A
270+ 300 points



B
240+-269 points


C
210+-239 points



D
180+-209 points



F
Below 180 or more than 3 absences
Course Student learning Outcomes

Students completing this course should have a demonstrative understanding of:

1.  Explain the similarities and differences between deviance and crime, and provide 

Examples?

2. Contrast the consensus model and conflict model of law and crime?

3. The positivist school of criminology posits that…,

4. The classical school of criminology is based on the assumption that;

5. In the United States, explanations of criminal behavior have been dominated by what type of theories?

Classroom Etiquette

A general note on classroom behavior:  Disrespectful, rude, unprofessional behavior will not be permitted in this classroom.  Disrespectful behavior is unacceptable. If you present a pattern of problem behavior, you will be asked to leave the classroom.
· Arrive to class on time and do not plan on leaving early. Don’t disappear once you sign in.  
· Do not engage in side conversations during lectures or discussions. If there are continual disruptions I will ask you to leave the class. 
· Don’t have a personal conversation with me during class, speak to the class. 
· This class is not a study hall, do not treat it as such - do not read newspapers or materials for another class during this class.
· ALL electronic equipment (including laptops, cell phones, MP3 players, or other media devices) should be put away during this class. No phones also means no texting!  If I see you using any of these I will stop the lecture and ask you to put the item away.  I will ask you to leave the class upon a second warning. 
· Place all backpacks and bags off the tables or desks (many students have used these to camouflage their text messaging or other game usage during class). 
· At times we will discuss sensitive issues in class. We will not all agree. Discussion is encouraged and welcome, but disrespect of other’s opinions will not be accepted. 
· I generally do not mind if you eat in class, I’d rather you eat that be distracted by hunger. However, only quiet and non-smelly food please. Make sure to clean up after yourself.
· If you feel you are unable to stay awake in the class, please quietly get up and leave. No heads down on the desk – this is a college classroom and deserves professional respect. 
· No chewing tobacco or e-cigarettes are allowed in this class. 
Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following:

• Chaminade Counseling Center| 808 735-4845.

• Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

COURSE OUTLINE

DAY 1 

INTRODUCTION: Syllabus & Group Assignments
DAY 2 – 

Part I: Understanding Criminology
  
 Chapter 1. The Changing Boundaries of Criminology


 Chapter 2. Counting Crime and Measuring Criminal Behavior ***
  
 Chapter 3. Schools of Thought throughout History

 
 Film- Reaction Review

DAY 3 –
  Part II: Explanations of Crime and Criminal Behavior
  
 Chapter 4. Psychological and Biological Perspectives
  
 Chapter 5. Strain and Cultural Deviance Theories
  
 Chapter 6. The Formation of Subcultures
 Film: Reaction Review

DAY 4 – 

Mid- Term Exam 
DAY 5 – 

Chapter 7. Social Control Theory
  
Chapter 8. Labeling, Conflict, and Radical Theories
  
Chapter 9. Environmental Theory Theories of Crime, Place, and Victimization

Film- Reaction Paper

 
DAY 6 – 

	 Part III: Types of Crime
  
 Chapter 10. Violent Crimes ***
  
 Chapter 11. Crimes Against Property ***
 
 Chapter 12. White Collar and Corporate Criminality ***



   Film- Reaction Review
DAY 7 – 

Chapter 13. Public Order Crimes ***
   
Chapter 14. International and Comparative Criminology***
DAY 8–  Final Exam

DAY 9 – Independent Study Group Study Exam/Research Review -Library Research
  


       
DAY 10 –
 
Theory Presentations / papers due! 

First Class Introductory Material

Concept Exercise

What is criminology? Why do people commit crime?

Expectation Exercise

1. Name

2. Why are you taking this course?

3. You’re major?

4. Individual’s expectations to learn during the course?

5. Your intentions for your career future?
Assessment

Do not put your name on this sheet

Take the time to consider each question

The quality of your responses will assist us in assessing the instructional outcomes for this course

You will be asked to reconsider these items again at the end of the semester.
Indicate on the scale following each question, your response with:

Strongly disagree 
(SD)
Disagree

(D)
Neutral


(N)
Agree


(A)
Strongly agree

(SA)
Circle your response:

Course Student learning Outcomes

Students completing this course should have a demonstrative understanding of:

1. Learning outcome -Explain the similarities and differences between deviance and crime

a. Assessment questions 1. I understand the similarities and differences between deviance and crime?
2. Learning outcome -Contrast the consensus model and conflict model of law and crime?

a. Assessment questions 2. I understand the contrast the consensus model and conflict model of law and crime.

3. Learning outcome -The positivist school of criminology posits that,

a. Assessment questions 3. I understand the positivist school of criminology.

4. Learning outcome-The classical school of criminology is based on the assumption that;

a. Assessment questions 4. I understand the classical school of criminology

5. Learning outcome -In the United States, explanations of criminal behavior have been dominated by what type of theories?

a. Assessment questions 5. I understand the criminal behavior have been dominated by what type of theories?

PART I Understanding Criminology
1 The Changing Boundaries of Criminology
2 Counting Crime and Measuring Criminal Behavior
3 Schools of Thought throughout History

PART II Explanations of Crime and Criminal Behavior
4 Biological and Psychological Perspectives
5 Strain and Cultural Deviance Theories
6 The Formation of Subcultures
7 Social Control Theory
8 Labeling, Conflict, and Radical Theories
9 Theories of Crime, Place, and Victimization

PART III Types of Crimes
10 Violent Crimes
11 Crimes against Property
12 White-Collar and Corporate Crime
13 Public Order Crimes
14 International and Comparative Criminology

PART IV* A Criminological Approach to the Criminal Justice System
15 Processes and Decisions
16 Enforcing the Law: Practice and Research
17 The Nature and Functioning of Courts
18 A Research Focus on Corrections
