Chaminade University
History 151—World Civilizations I
Fall 2016

Instructor: Jennifer Tope
Jennifer Tope has a Bachelor’s degree in history from the University of Kansas, a Master’s degree in history from Northeastern University, and is currently pursuing a PhD in history.  The First World War, the American Civil War, and the civil rights movement are her major historical interests.  Originally from the Midwest, she has lived all over the world—Maine, Virginia, Boston, London, Seoul and Hawaii. She loves to travel to new places and South Africa is her favorite place to visit.  She has worked at numerous historic sites, including a major Civil War battlefield, the homes of Presidents John Adams and John Quincy Adams and the USS Arizona Memorial.  
E-Mail Address: jennifer.tope@chaminade.edu  PLEASE ONLY USE THIS ADDRESS—DO NOT EMAIL THROUGH Canvas OR YOU WILL NOT GET A RESPONSE!
When you email, please make sure you indicate who it is from and indicate what class you are in (Chuuk).
I am here for you if you need assistance!  I normally respond in less than a day, though in rare cases it could take up to two days.  If it has been two full days and you have not heard back from me, please follow up to make sure I received your email.  

If you have any problems with technology related to the course, make sure you contact the help desk.
By email: helpdesk@chaminade.edu 
Via website: http://clientservices.chaminade.edu/
Telephone: 808-735-4855 

Required Textbook:  World Civilizations: Volume 1: To 1700 by Philip J. Adler and Randall L. Pouwels   

Announcements:  There are announcements that will be posted on Canvas throughout the semester.  Please be sure you check them (they are on the home page, but you will need to select “expand all” to see them).  I try to only post very important announcements, so almost every announcement is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT.  It is very important to check announcements on a regular basis.  
 
Chaminade Course Description: A multicultural approach to studying the world's early civilizations, it examines their political, social, economic and cultural evolutions. It focuses on the lives, work and service of Confucius, the Buddha, Jesus Christ, Mohammed and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral ethical development of humankind. Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond. 


Academic Honesty
	All work (discussions, tests, papers) for the course must be your own work.  If you are caught cheating, you will receive a zero for the assignment and may be subject to further disciplinary action.  Plagiarism detection programs will be used.  YOU WILL BE GIVEN A ZERO (F) IF YOU CHEAT. 
	Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. 
	Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty the instructor or to a university official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. 
	Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendation to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Upon successful completion of this course the student will have general knowledge of world history 
1. Upon successful completion of this course the student will have improved writing and analytical skills 
1. Upon successful completion of this course the student will have a better understanding of the world

Evaluation
Quizzes  					210 points      
Essay 1					40 points
Essay 2					60 points
Final Comprehensive Exam		50 points
Discussions					80 points 
Syllabus Quiz				10 points
		
405-450		A	Outstanding scholarship 
360-404		B	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner	
315-359		C	Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter	
270-316		D	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade
269 and below 	F	Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given 

Assignments:

Lectures
	Lectures are in PowerPoint format and also have an audio file to accompany the lectures.   I have tried to make the lectures quite a lot like the experience you would have in a traditional class.   You will need speakers or headphones to listen and PowerPoint or PowerPoint reader to view the lecture notes.  You can download the reader for free or you could also use OpenOffice or Google Docs for free.  I recommend downloading the notes and then listening to the audio, taking notes as you go along, just as you would in class.  The sound quality is not always great due to limitations on file size.  The files are relatively small files so they will be easier to download, but the quality is not good since they are small files.  I posted two types of files—generally the .mp3 files are better quality. It is best if you read or listen to the lectures AND read your book—I do not always cover everything in the book and the book does not always cover what I cover in lecture.   

Quizzes
	All quizzes are multiple choice (if you look in the gradebook it shows how many points/questions are on each quiz) and open book/notes but you will need to be very familiar with the material before you take the quizzes because there is a time limit. You cannot receive any help from classmates or it is cheating. You will need to study and prepare for the quizzes. There is a final exam that will consist of essay questions. 

If you have an emergency and are unable to take the quiz, please contact me immediately—in advance if possible.  Your email can be brief, but you must contact me and let me know you will not be taking the quiz, and then submit documentation as soon as possible.  If you do not, you will not be allowed to make up the quiz.  

Essays
	The essay questions/topics and their due dates are listed on the course schedule.  Write a short essay answering the question you choose—only pick ONE topic.   Each paper should be approximately 300-600 words in length. Late papers will be marked down.  If you would like a good grade, please see the end of the syllabus for more information regarding the writing assignments and how to do them correctly.  Despite its length, this is a formal writing assignment so write it as you would a formal paper, not an email to a friend.  Please upload your paper (preferably as MSWord .doc) to Canvas under “Assignments.”  Please include your name in the file name so I can identify the author of the paper.
	If you use other sources (it is highly recommended that you do NOT use any sources other than your books and notes), make sure you cite the source.  If you do not cite your sources, I will give you a ZERO for the paper and the incident will be reported to the dean—you will most likely flunk the class.  MLA is the recommended citation style, but you may also use APA or Chicago as well.
	If you earn an A- average or better on the essays, you will receive ten extra credit points. If you get a B- average or better on the essays, you will receive five extra points.


Discussions
	Each unit has discussion questions.  You must respond to all questions. Your posting should be approximately 60-80 words.  Please proofread your work—do not post sloppy work!  If you would like to respond to your classmates, you are welcome to do so, but you are not required to respond.  
	Please be respectful to your classmates and instructor at all times—inappropriate, mean or disrespectful comments will not be tolerated.  If you would not say something to someone in person, do not write it in an email or post it on a discussion board.  Instructor will monitor the discussions and provide feedback and guidance when needed
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The posts should be your own words—do not post things from the internet and present it as your own words—that is considered cheating. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Late assignments will be marked down.  If you miss an exam or assignment for a valid reason (significant illness, etc.), please provide documentation to the professor (e.g. doctor’s note, obituary, etc.) as soon as possible.   All assignments are due at the end of the day (midnight) on the due date.  Please pay careful attention to the due dates.  Note that some weeks we cover more material than others—please plan accordingly.  You have one or two weeks to complete each section—it does vary so please make sure you have checked the schedule and due dates.

Unit One— Unit 1 assignments are due August 26
· Carefully review the syllabus (VERY important) 
· Take syllabus test until you get a perfect score (this is absolutely required or you will not get credit)—available until 11:59 p.m. August 26
· Post your introduction to the class
· Get familiar with Canvas

Unit Two
  Preshistory, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Persians and Jews
· Read chapters 1-3 and chapter 5
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Study for quiz 1 (you might find it helpful to read the chapters again)
· Post responses to discussion questions—due September 2
· Take Quiz #1—September 9

Unit Three		
Ancient India and China
· Read chapters 4 and 6
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Start writing Essay 1
· Post responses to discussion questions—due September 16
· Take Quiz #2—September 23

Unit Four
  Classical Mediterranean Civilizations
· Essay #1—Write an essay answering ONE of the following questions and upload as an MSWord (.doc or .docx) file to Canvas under “Assignments”—due September 26
· What changes were brought about by the Neolithic Revolution?
· In what ways were ancient India, Egypt and Mesopotamia similar?  
· How were Athens and Sparta different?  
· Read chapters 8-11
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion questions—due September 28 (NO class September 30)
· Take Quiz #3—October 7

Unit Five
  The Americas
· Read chapters 7 and 14
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion question—due October 12 (only ONE question to answer)
· Take Quiz #4—October 14

Unit Six
Islamic Civilization and Africa
· Read chapters 15-17
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion questions—due October 21
· Take Quiz #5—October 28

Unit Seven
  India, China and Japan
· Read chapters 12-13 and 19
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion questions—due November 4
· Take Quiz #6—November 9 (NO class November 11)

Unit Eight 
  Europe in the Middle Ages and The Renaissance
· Read chapters 20-21
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion questions—due November 18
· Take Quiz #7—November 23 (No class on November 25)

Unit Nine
  The Mongols
· Essay #2 —Write an essay answering ONE of the following questions and upload to Canvas as a .doc file—due November 30
· What problems did Europeans face in the 1400s?
· Describe how Islam changed India and the Middle East from 600-1250. 
· How did the China influence Japan, Korea and Vietnam?
· Read chapters 18 
· View/Listen to Lectures 
· Post responses to discussion question—due December 2
· Take Quiz #8—December 9

Final Exams— December 12-15   
The Final exam will include one essay question—the study guide will indicate what you should do to prepare for the essays

Grading Rubric for Papers

Excellent Papers (A/A-)
· Writing is excellent
· Very few and only minor grammatical errors—spelling, sentence structure, and grammar is excellent, no run-on sentences, no awkwardly constructed sentences, limited or no use of the passive voice
· Excellent transitions
· Structure/Organization is excellent
· Content is good 
· Clear  and logical thesis backed up by good and logical points supported by examples
· Excellent integration of any quoted material (if applicable)
· Sources cited correctly (if applicable)
· Paper is always logical and very easy to understand
· Shows excellent understanding of topic

Good Papers (B+/B/B-)
· Writing is good
· Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong (above average) despite some grammar and spelling errors 
· Good transitions
· Structure is good and well organized 
· Content is good 
· Thesis may be slightly unclear or is not very original 
· Thesis well supported with examples though there may be a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences and a few arguments that are not well supported or logical
· Quotations well integrated (if applicable)
· Sources cited correctly (if applicable)
· Paper is logical and easy to understand
· Shows student understands topic

Average Papers (C+/C/C-) 
· Writing is average  
· Sentence structure, grammar, and diction okay
· Writing is acceptable and can usually be understood
· Quite a few grammar and spelling errors
· A few weak transitions
· Structure is acceptable 
· Wanders or jumps around a bit
· Some paragraphs lack topic sentences or paper is not even broken down into paragraphs
· Content is average
· Thesis may be unclear or vague, and unoriginal
· Parts of paper are unclear or vague
· Examples used to support some points but points often lack supporting evidence, or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point)
· Quotes may be poorly integrated into sentences (if applicable)
· Paper is not always logical and is sometimes hard to understand
· May have minor problems with citations (e.g. formatting wrong)  (if applicable)
· Shows basic understanding of topic

Below Average Papers (D+/D/D-)
· Writing is below average  
· Major problems with sentence structure, grammar, and diction
· Frequent major errors in citation style, punctuation, and spelling
· May have many run-on sentences or incomplete sentences 
· May have abundant use of the passive voice
· Structure/Organization is poor
· Very unclear and hard to follow
· Wanders or jumps around a lot
· Paragraphs lack topic sentences or paper is not even broken down into paragraphs
· Transitions confusing, unclear 
· Content is below average
· Thesis may be non-existent or very unclear, vague and difficult to identify
· May have no identifiable argument
· Paper is often unclear or vague
· Very few or very weak examples
· General failure to support statements, or evidence seems to support no statement
· Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in improper manner (if applicable)
· Paper is often not logical and is often hard to understand
· May have major problems with citations  (if applicable)
· Shows little understanding of topic

Failing Papers
· Shows obvious minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment
· Very difficult or nearly impossible to understand due to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis
· Has no identifiable thesis or the thesis is extremely weak

General Writing Tips for History Students
1. There are numerous books on how to write papers—if you need to, get one.
1. Do not unnecessarily put something in quotes that you could simply rephrase and cite the source.  Only put it in quotes if you feel you cannot paraphrase it or write it just as effectively.
1. Always put quotation marks after punctuation.  For example:   history.” Or history?” or history,” or history.’
1. Make sure all your tenses are consistent throughout the paper; usually this will mean past tense.  Do not switch back and forth.  Also make sure that you do not write things like “many house” when you mean “many houses.”
1. Do not use “we,” “I,” “me,” or any reference to yourself.  
1. NEVER use contractions in formal writing.  (don’t, won’t)  Use it in emails and informal writing all you want, but you do not use contractions in papers.
1. If you are not sure about commas, try reading the passage aloud and figure out where there is a natural pause—probably a good place for a comma.
1. Please use spell check, but do not just rely on spell check—it is a computer, it does not actually have a human brain and therefore will not catch many mistakes.  For example, it will not catch a mistake it you wrote there instead of their.
1. When referring to a person, use both first and last name the first time, afterward, use their last name only.
1. Numbers:  If over 100, just write the number.  If fewer than 100, spell it out.
1. If you read all this, send me an email and let me know and I will give you a few extra points.  This offer expires the day the first paper is due.  Thanks for reading!
1. Pay attention to your organization.  For the most part, your paper should be in chronological order.  Don’t talk about 1918 and then go back to talking about 1890, unless you have some reason for doing so; occasionally you will have a need to do this.  If you do need to refer back to something years before, there should be some sort of a transition so it is not confusing.    
1. When using quotes that are more than four lines, indent the quote, use no quotation marks, single space, depending on what style you are using.  
1. AVOID PLAGARISM.  If you are using someone else’s words, cite your source.   If caught, and the plagiarism is obviously intentional, expect to flunk the course.  There are many websites that tell you how to avoid plagiarism and how to cite sources.
	 For example, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm
		http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml
		http://www.hamilton.edu/writing/style/research.html
		http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/index.cfm
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