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INSTRUCTOR:
	Fr. John Thompson, S.M.
john.thompson@chaminade.edu  (use this or eCollege email)


	OFFICE HOURS: 

	Will be online most days between the hours of 11am-1pm and again in the evenings CST. Will respond to emails within 24 hours, but will not log on to eCollege on Sunday’s during the day. It is a day of rest!


	TIME and LOCATION:	
	· Your “on-line classroom” is eCollege! Go to:
             http://chaminade.ecollege.com/ 
· User ID: 7-digit CUH student number
· Password: Last 4 digits of your SSN
· Click on the Academics PSH Tab at the upper left
· If you have difficulty logging in, contact the help desk at  helpdesk@chaminade.edu
· For technical questions: Contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com or call 866-647-0654

Critical: Check your student email account (or have it forwarded to one you check) at least 3 times per week. All communication for this class and your graduate program will come to this address. 

	TEXTBOOKS:  
	Required:

Creswell, J. (2011) Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. (4th ed). Upper Saddle, New Jersey: Pearson Publishing. 

Galvin, J. (2009). Writing literature reviews: A guide for students of the social and behavioral sciences (4th ed.). Glendale, CA: Pyrczak Publishing.

American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (6th ed.). Washington, DC: 

Online Tutorial for Microsoft Office (assigned in ED 600) can be accessed at http://www.pitt.edu/~edindex/OfficeindexXP2.html 

	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Provides experiences using research skills to foster systematic and thoughtful inquiry into classroom practice. Practitioners explore relevant classroom practice issues through writing reflections, experimenting with action research strategies, and sharing their work in a collaborative setting. Qualitative and quantitative research methods explored through current best practices. 


	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Introduction to educational research 
2. Research methodologies
3. Validity, reliability, and ethics in research
4. Analyzing and synthesizing literature
5. Beginning an action research study


	M.ED.
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:


All 5 M.Ed. program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The M.Ed. program prepares graduate candidates who are able to apply practice, theory, leadership, scholarship and communication.  Therefore, the successful candidate:


1. (PRACTICE) demonstrates on-going commitment to the progress and well being of the learner, to the school and professional community, and to his/her own professional and intellectual development;

2. (THEORY)  differentiates between and critique major theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies;

3. (LEADERSHIP  applies reform-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations, collaboration and actively involving students in experiences that allow the construction of meaning and promotion of self-responsibility for learning;

4.  (SCHOLARSHIP) demonstrates the ability to critique and analyze academic literature and research methodology; and



5. (COMMUNICATION) composes academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community.



	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes

	How will outcome be achieved?

	
	1. Gain an understanding of the general research concept.
2. Learn to locate, organize, and analyze research reports 
3. Gain an understanding of the various designs employed to address different educational research questions
4. Learn skills related to writing APA style research reports (including APA style citations and references) 
5. Present information on a scholarly subject
6. Learn the components of conducting and writing the results of an action research project.
	1. Lecture, text, Discussion, Journal, Article Critiques
2. Article Critques

3. Lecture, quizzes, Discussion



4. Text, Final paper



5. Discussion and Final paper

6. Discussion, Journal, Quizzes and Final paper

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	1. Reading and Participation in class discussion 
(100 points- 10 points for each week)
· Grading will be based upon attendance, logging in to eCollege and the quality of your responses to the discussion questions and topics.  
· You should log into eCollege at least 3x a week to post, answer questions or read announcements posted by the instructor.
2. Quizzes (75 points)
· There will be 3 quizzes during the semester: (a) Quantitative Research, (b) Qualitative Research, (c) Components of a Research Study.  Each quiz will consist of 25 questions and will be based upon the reading.  Quizzes must be completed by the day assigned. 
3.  Article Critiques (100 points-50 points each)
· Critique one quantitative and one qualitative study.  Grading will be based upon writing a 3-5 page paper critically evaluating and demonstrating an understanding of the research methods and strategies and proper use of APA. 
4.  Journal Entries (100 points- 10 points for each week) - The Journal Entries will further the discussion of the discussion posts, as well as, begin the student on the journey of writing a research study. 
5.   IRB training (25 points)
-complete the National Institute of Health online IRB training and submit the certificate via email to john.thompson@chaminade.edu  

6. Final Assignment	 (100 points)
· This is a shorter version of your EDUC 794 Culminating Experience study, or the action research study that will be required in EDUC 791 and EDUC 793. Your paper will consist of the following:
·  Chapter 1: The Research Problem (a complete Chapter)
·  Chapter 2: The Review of Literature (an outline)
·  Chapter 3: The Methodology (an outline) 
·   In total, your paper should not exceed 15 pages.  More will follow as we get closer to the due date.	

Total: 500 points		


	Final  Assignment
	Writing the results of an action research study conducted by the student on a topic of his or her choice in the field of education.  The final paper should include the following:
I. Title Page
II. Table of Contents
III. Chapter 1: The Research Problem
a) Introduction
b) Statement of the Problem
c) Background and Need for the Study
d) Purpose of the Study
e) The Research Questions
f) Limitations of the Study
g) Significance of the Study
IV. Chapter 2: The Review of Literature
· An outline of the topics and sources that will be reviewed
V. Chapter 3: The Methodology
· An outline of the following will need to be addressed:
a) The Research Design
b) The Setting
c) The Population
d) The Instrumentation
e) Validity/Reliability
f) Ethical Considerations
g) Data Collection
h) Data Analysis
VI. References

This final paper should not exceed 15 double-spaced pages including the title and reference pages, and should include tables and figures where appropriate. 
Note: This syllabus is a work in progress, from time to time assignments may need to be adjusted/changed/discarded based upon the learning of the students enrolled in this class.  eCollege will always be more up to date than the syllabus.

	Other Assignments
	· Discussion assignments will not be accepted after the last day of the week in which they are due. Points will be deducted for late assignments. After seven days, a zero will be recorded in the gradebook.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Written assignments handed in to the Dropbox late, will only be accepted with a late penalty.  There will be a 10% reduction in grade for each day late.  After 3 days, the assignment will not be accepted.
· Late points may be waived if there are extenuating circumstances (e.g. medical emergencies).  It would be helpful if you contacted me BEFORE the assignment’s due date.                              


	Grading Scale
	A = 482-500 points
B = 400-481 points
C = 313-399 points (must retake course)
F=     0-332 points

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance:
This is a three-semester hour class, which would usually meet one night a week for approximately 4 hours (10-week accelerated semester). In addition, outside assignments may be expected to require two hours for every hour of class time. Online classes will have time for online discussion as well as other assignments equivalent to the time required for an on campus class. However, it must be recognized that online classes may take more time than traditional classes, depending on the speed of the technology used, the expertise of the user, and other factors. You can therefore expect to spend 8-12 hours per week on this class.

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Attendance in online week’s means logging in and responding as directed by the specified deadline, at least three times a week. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 


The Education Division has adopted the following attendance policy:
1)    Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more should drop the class.
Graduate (10 classes): More than one absence lowers grade one letter.
2)      Tardy: 10% of class time is equivalent to ½ class absence
Graduate (4 hour class): 30 min. = ½ class absence

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:
1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 
2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 
3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 
4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 
5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 
6. Use proper APA formatting
Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 
3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.










Assignments and Due Dates

*On a weekly basis you will need to respond to the Hi/Low by Tuesday, the Discussion Question by Friday, and the Journal Entry by Sunday.  Assignments due in addition to that usual schedule are highlighted in yellow

	WEEK
	TOPIC
	READING
	WORK DUE

	Week 1
Jul 5-10
	Introductions
Introduction to Educational Research
	CH 1 Creswell (C)
CH 1 Galvan (G)
	Hi/Low (T)
Introductions (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 1 (Su)

	Week 2
Jul 11-17
	The Research Problem
The Research Questions
	CH 2 and CH 4 (C)
CH 3 (G)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 2 (Su)

	Week 3
Jul 18-24
	Collecting and Analyzing Data for Quantitative Studies
	CH 5 and CH 6 (C)

	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 3 (Su)
Search for a Quantitative Article to Critique

	Week 4
Jul 25-31
	Evaluating Research
	CH 9 (C)
CH 5 (G)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 4 (Su)
Quiz 1 (Su)

	Week 5
Aug 1-7
	Experimental and Survey Research
	CH 11 and CH 12 (C)
CH 8-11 (G)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Quantitative Article Critique (Sa)
Journal 5 (Su)

	Week 6
Aug 8-14
	Collecting and Analyzing Qualitative Data
	CH 7 and CH 8 (C)
CH 6 (G)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 6 (Su)
IRB Certificate (Su)
Search for Qualitative Article to Critique

	Week 7
Aug 15-21
	Narrative and Grounded Theory Research
	CH13 and CH 15 (C)

	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 7 (Su)
Quiz 2 (Su)

	Week 8
Aug 22-28
	Mixed Methods
	CH 16 (C)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Qualitative Article Critique (Sa)
Journal 8 (Su)



	Week 9
Aug 29- Sep 4
	Action Research
	CH 17 (C)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 9 (Su)


	Week 10
Sep 5-11
	Preparing the Study
	Review CH 1 (C)
	Hi/Low (T)
Discussion Post (F)
Journal 10 (Su)
Quiz 3 (Su)
Final Paper Due Sept 16th  
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