Chaminade University
PH 100-90-2  Introduction to Philosophy
Summer 2016
Instructor:                 Mark Brasher, Ph.D.              Time:     Online

Contact:                     mark.brasher@ chaminade.edu                                  

Email is the fastest and most convenient way to contact me and to receive the quickest response. Since I teach on different campuses and may be in class or commuting, telephone will be the least effective way to get in contact with me. If you do call, please limit yourself to between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Hawaii time. (Hint: 1:30 a.m. is never a good time to receive a phone call.) Phone: (808) 381-6080

 
Text / Course Material:
 
REVEL for THINK Critically, 3rd Edition by Facione & Gittens, © 2016 Pearson (ISBN 9780134224916)

            REVEL is an immersive program that has been designed to deliver a more engaging and cost-effective learning experience. REVEL contains a digital version of the text along with integrated multi-media and assessments that will help you learn the material and gauge your understanding. Once you have obtained access, you will be able to make use of REVEL to read the text and complete assigned quizzes on a computer, tablet, or smartphone. Additionally, it is recommended that you also obtain a printed, loose-leaf copy of the text. Options for obtaining these course materials are as follows:

· Go to the campus bookstore and purchase the package containing a REVEL access code along with a printed, loose-leaf copy of the textbook. The bookstore’s price on this package should be around $85.00 - $90.00.

· Purchase instant access to REVEL directly online from Pearson for $65.00. When you purchase instant access directly from Pearson, you may also then opt to have a loose-leaf copy of the textbook shipped to you for just $5.00 more (shipping to Hawaii usually takes around 10 days).

· Note that if you buy the text/access code from a 3rd party like Amazon.com, they do not guarantee that the access code is valid, so you may not have access to the online activities that earn credit in the course.   However, with an immediate option at the campus bookstore ($104) or by going online to Pearson ($65), you have a range of good options at different price points (unlike your science or math book which undoubtedly cost more than $100).

To register for REVEL with an access code you obtained from the bookstore or to purchase instant access online, go to the REVEL course invite link below. If you are unable to purchase your materials right away, you may register for a free 14-day full-access trial that will allow you to get started and avoid falling behind at the start of the term.

Course Invite Link: https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/nh0jjh
· Once you have registered, sign in via http://console.pearson.com

· Bookmark this page for easy access over the course of the semester.  
· For technical assistance with REVEL, please go to http://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/students/support/index.html
      Course Description: An examination of the role, themes, arguments, and discursive styles that characterize philosophy as an intellectual discipline.  Both traditional and critical theories will be considered and the role of the mytho-poetic and religious discourses will receive special attention.  

      Course Objectives:  By studying major topics in philosophy and various approaches to them, students who successfully complete the course will have a basic understanding of the practice and history of philosophical inquiry.   By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

- Identify and explain major questions and significant responses in philosophy.

- Identify and evaluate issues involved in important philosophical debates.

- Explain the strengths and weaknesses of major approaches. 

- Define vocabulary essential to philosophical discourse.

More generally, you should also be able to:

- Read critically and answer questions about ideas presented in a college level textbook and in online lecture notes.

- Analyze issues and contribute to a college level discussion with peers and the instructor.

- Apply concepts, synthesize relevant information and present a consistent argument concerning significant issues.

- Track deadlines, pace work and fulfill requirements for college level assignments.

      Prerequisites and Co-requisites:

 None.

      Course Topics:  Overview of philosophy, philosophy of consciousness, freedom/determinism, nature of reality, knowledge of the world,  philosophy of religion, ethics, socio-political philosophy. 

      Specific Course Requirements:

 This course involves 5 components. The first four are activities for each unit: 

    1. Reading the instructor's unit notes on-line in canvas.

    2. Reading the unit's assignment in the  e-textbook (in REVEL).

    3. Answering the exercise questions about the current unit's reading at the end of the assigned chapter in REVEL.

    4. Reading and posting on the unit discussion board  in canvas.

Besides the regular unit work, there will also be: 

    5. Take-home Final Exam.

.

* Additional requirement: each student must email the instructor in canvas during the first week, so that the instructor knows who is participating in the course. Students who do not email during week 1 may receive a deficiency and/or be contacted by Chaminade regarding the course.
 

Statement of Marianist Educational ValuesChaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University. The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith
Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith. As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned. Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life. Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned. Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.
2. Provide an Excellent Education
In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician. Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities. Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives. The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education. Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology. Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach. At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously: an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers. As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.
3. Educate in Family Spirit
Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.” Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building. Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good. The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world. In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.
5. Educate for Adaptation to Change
In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully. “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated. The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.
     Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton.

            Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.
 

Course Grading: Student points in the course can be earned in the following areas:

Weekly answers in the REVEL interactive website: ### points (approximately ## pts/wk).

Weekly discussion posts made in the CANVAS website 10 weeks x ## points: ### points.

Final essay exam: ### points.

Total possible: #### points. 60-69%=D 70-79%=C   80-89%=B   90-100%=A

 

Class Participation or Attendance:    Each week of the course runs from Monday morning through the following Sunday night. To receive credit for your work, you need to complete the interactive quizzes on REVEL and post your discussion posts on CANVAS by the deadline (each week: Sunday 11:59 p.m., Hawaii time). You may submit up to 1 assignment late without penalty, meaning one set of REVEL quizzes and one set of CANVAS discussion posts, if you inform the instructor within 7 days for up to full credit. In order for you to participate in the group discussions and complete all of the work for the course, you need to read/answer/post each week in a timely manner. Students should try to post a reply to the instructor’s weekly question by Friday if possible and reply to another student by Sunday midnight. Avoid waiting until Sunday midnight to make all of your posts to the discussion board or there will be no interaction with your classmates. (Occasionally, if your work, study or family schedule prevent you from logging in twice on a particular week, you may make all your posts at once, but please make an effort to make this an exception, not usual.)

        

            The course is designed to break all of the content into manageable pieces, a week at a time. You will need to keep up throughout the semester. The deadlines for the entire course are in the schedule, plan backwards from each due date to give yourself enough time to complete the assignments. This broad introductory course presents a number of different topics to the student that cannot be mastered simultaneously. Each student is required to participate regularly throughout the 16-week term. However, a hospital emergency, unexpected duty or some other circumstance may briefly interfere with your participation at some point during the term. If this occurs, you need to contact me as soon as possible, arrange to make-up your missing work and to post your missing posts on the discussion board. If you do not contact me and inform me I cannot know what you are doing and will record zero credit for the missed work. If you continue in the course, you will still need to complete all of the missing work, it is not "waived," any unfinished or missing work will reduce your course grade. (Also: the midterm and final exam may include questions about the topics we discuss, so you will still need to study each part.) If your work is regularly late or you are not participating at all, a deficiency notice may be sent in and I may recommend you drop the course in order not to receive a failing grade on your permanent transcript. (It remains a student's responsibility to officially withdraw with Chaminade if he or she decides not to complete the course.) Note that all work must be in by the day of the final exam and no incompletes with extended deadlines beyond the 16 weeks of the course should be expected, except in the most extreme circumstances with documented evidence and completed paperwork.      

 

How can students ensure the best possible grade in the course?
Weekly online quizzes within the chapters on REVEL website: these interactive quizzes break up the chapter and guide your reading as well as test your understanding of the concepts and ideas. The questions are simple and allow multiple tries for the answers. Answering them each week is an easy way to earn up to 45% of the course credit! It gives you credit for the time and effort you are putting into the textbook reading without burdening you with additional, outside tasks.

Weekly Discussion Credit on CANVAS website: Your weekly posts on the class website discussion board will earn your nearly 25% of your course grade. It is important to participate regularly in the discussion and an easy way to earn points toward your final grade.

Exams: there will be a final take home giving you the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of what we have studies and applying it to a significant topic. 
Course Ground Rules            Students are responsible for taking the interactive quizzes in REVEL and making discussion posts on CANVAS; your work is visible to you at all times on both sites so you know if you have done it or not. When you take the quiz, your answers are visible to you and when I grade them, you can see what you earned. You should focus on any answers you got wrong, review the relevant part of the textbook and if the correct answer is still not clear to you, you should email the instructor to discuss it further. When you post to the discussion board, you can see what posts you have made and when I grade it, you will see what points you have earned. You complete the same tasks each week and your work is always visible to you so you know if you have done it or not.

           Student conduct throughout the course is regulated by the code of conduct printed in your Student Handbook and the Chaminade University College Catalog. Basically, the code requires that everyone in the classroom (or on-line) treat each other with respect. Additionally: students must never present another's work as their own (plagiarism) or cheat in any way. Students failing to abide by the code may be reprimanded, expelled from the course, or from the university, as appropriate to the situation and provided for by the policies of Chaminade University. There is also an introduction to conduct in online discussions that applies to all of your postings to the class discussion board on the course website. This can be found on the course homepage, under “Code of Conduct”.   

 

Guidelines for Communications       It always remains the responsibility of the student to maintain contact with the instructor. If you lose access to the course website you need to contact Chaminade (helpdesk@chaminade.edu or (808) 735-4855 and correct the situation as soon as possible. You should print and save a copy of this syllabus with the contact information and requirements on it, for your reference throughout the seventeen-week course. Ceasing to communicate, without officially withdrawing from the course may lead to a deficiency notice and/or a failing grade for the course.

Further guidelines for electronic communication:    
Email:   Email the instructor using your Chaminade email account so I know it is you and can discuss (private) academic matters with you. Always include a subject line and identify which course you are in. The instructor's email is mark.brasher@chaminade.edu

Discussion Groups: Review the discussion threads before entering the discussion. Always stay within the discussion threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of other’s ideas. Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner. Post words that actually contribute to the discussion (add ideas and information, not just "well said" or "I agree").

 

Library   Further resources may be found through the Chaminade library website (www.chaminade.edu/library) and other recommended sites listed on the class website.

 

Students With Disabilities It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services. Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:   jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

 

Technical Support For technical questions: contact the Chaminade helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.edu, or call (808) 735-4855. Other issues: The main campus switchboard is (808) 735-4711 (they can help direct your inquiry to the appropriate department/phone number).

Course Schedule
Week                                      Topic                                                              Readings*
*All reading assignments refer to chapters in REVEL The Philosopher's Way by John Chaffee
 Week 1 

Read Notes Online.  Post  self-introduction in Discussion. For practice, go to REVEL and read Chapter 2 Section 1 (just a practice accessing the text and taking the quiz, quiz 2.1).  Email the instructor in canvas just to make contact! 

Week 2 

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 1: what is philosophy? Thinking Philosophically About Life

Introduction 1.1 Why Study Philosophy?  1.2 Defining Philosophy  1.3 Thinking Philosophically: Becoming a Critical Thinker   1.4 Understanding Arguments  1.5 Branches of Philosophy.  Making Connections: The Search for a Meaningful Life. Conclusion.

Week 3 

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 3: who are you? Consciousness, Identity, and the Self

Introduction  3.1 Know Thyself?  3.4 Descartes’s Modern Perspective on the Self

 3.7 We Construct the Self: Kant   3.10 The Self Is the Brain: Physicalism  3.11 The Self Is Embodied Subjectivity: Husserl and Merleau-Ponty. Making Connections: In Search of the Self . Conclusion.

Week 4 

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 4: are you free? Freedom and Determinism

4.1 Are You the Master of Your Fate? 4.2 Determinism 4.3 Compatibilism

4.4 Indeterminism and Libertarianism 4.5 A Feminist Analysis of Freedom.  Making Connections: Creating a Synthesis. Conclusion

Week 5

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 5: how can we know the nature of reality? Philosophical Foundations

5.1 What Is the Nature of Reality? 5.2 Reality Is the Eternal Realm of the Forms: Plato.   5.3 Reality Is the Natural World: Aristotle   5.4 Can Reality Be Known? Descartes. Making Connections: Your Beliefs About the World. Conclusion

Week 6

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 6: what is real? what is true? Further Explorations

Introduction. 6.1 Questioning Independent Reality  6.2 All Knowledge Comes From Experience: Locke  6.3 Reality Depends on Perception: Berkeley 6.4 Understanding Reality Demands Skepticism: Hume  6.5 We Constitute Our World: Kant. Conclusion

Week 7

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 7: is there a spiritual reality? Exploring the Philosophy of Religion

Introduction. 7.1 Thinking Philosophically About Religious Beliefs. 7.2 What Is Religion?7.3 A Brief Survey of World Religions .7.5 The Problem of Evil.  7.6 Faith and Religious Experience. Making Connections: Reflections on the Philosophy of Religion. Conclusion

Week 8

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:

Chapter 8: are there moral truths? Thinking about Ethics

Introduction. 8.1 Your Moral Compass.  8.2 Ethical Relativism.  8.3 Ethical Absolutism: Some Moral Values Are Universal. 8.4 Egoism as a Universal Principle . 8.5 Religion and Universal Values. Making Connections: On Becoming an Ethical Person. Conclusion.

Week 9

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading and take the quizzes in REVEL:
Note that we are skipping chapter 9 and moving to Chapter 10 next.
Chapter 10: what is social justice? Creating a Just State. Introduction

10.1 Elements of a Just Society.  10.2 Classical Theories of Society: Confucius, Plato, and Aristotle .10.3 Justice Depends on a Social Contract: from Hobbes and Locke to Rawls.  10.4 Justice Is Based on Need and Ability: Marx and Engels . 10.5 Justice Is What Promotes the General Welfare: Mill. Making Connections: An Ideal Society. Conclusion.

Week 10

Read Notes online. Read assigned textbook reading (there are no quizzes in REVEL):

This week are going back to chapter 9, there will be no interactive quizzes, just read the contrasting approaches to ethical theories. It will be the basis for your choice and some of the content for your final exam take-home essay answer. 

Chapter 9: what are right actions? Constructing an Ethical Theory

Introduction.  9.1 Expanding Your Knowledge of Moral Philosophy: Character and Virtue Ethics.  9.2 Maxims: Duty to Moral Laws.  9.3 Consequences: Utilitarianism.  9.4 Authenticity: Existentialist Ethics .  9.5 Empathy: The Ethics of Care. 9.6 Environmental Ethics.  9.7 Narrative Ethics.  Making Connections: Your Moral Compass Revisited. Conclusion.

Go to the week 10 Feedback form and give feedback (earns credit!). 

Take-home final exam: follow the instructions in the Week 11 Take-home final essay section. 

This syllabus describes all of the requirements for the course and the due dates of all work. If you have any questions about any of the information contained within it, ask the instructor immediately.

PRINT AND SAVE A COPY OF THIS SYLLABUS FOR YOUR REFERENCE

 

------------------------end syllabus----------------------------
