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Course Schedule
Quarter:  			Summer 2016
Meeting days and times:  	Online
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course location:  			Online
Instructor Contact Information
Course Instructor:			Dr. Elisabet Sahtouris
Office:					Kieffer 21
Phone:					808 260 9705
E-Mail:				elisabet@sahtouris.com 
Administrative Assistant Phone:	808-440-4280

Course Description
We humans have copied technology from Nature in a myriad ways from weaving fabrics and bridging space like spiders to flying like birds and computing like brains, but we have not seen Nature as the guide it should be for designing our businesses and our entire economy.  Learning from and emulating natural living economies (biomimetics) will help us design and operate businesses for a healthy longterm future. In this course we will learn how living economies function, why we need to transform current economies to living economies and how to apply that knowledge to the businesses and communities impacting our lives. 

Course Orientation
While economists adopted a very superficial view of Darwinian evolution to formulate their theories, we have as yet no real science of economics. 
This is why we have allowed an economy based on ‘greed is good’ to flourish dramatically for few, while dispossessing many.  Science is the study of Nature and Nature can actually be shown to have practiced economics rooted in cooperation and wellbeing for all participants for billions of years, continuing to do so, for example, in our own bodies, as well as in ecosystems. As we come to understand the difference between the highly visible practice of current economics and the lesser known living economies now growing around the world, we will see how to develop thriving future businesses within our own communities and ecosystems. Because living economies role model self-organization and communal effort, this class will organize itself into teams that carry out research projects together and then weave them into a larger whole by the end of the course. Classes will be divided between lectures, dialogue and the research projects; there will be participatory class teamwork between classes. 

Looking at models such as Norwegian sustainability, Mondragon in Spain, Sarvodaya in Sri Lanka, the Global Ecovillage Network, and our own historic native Hawaiian economy, we will have deep dialogues to discover what we want to leave behind and what we want to take into the future. Self-organized small teams will allocate their own research areas, share progress and weave results into a common presentation of a model for an evolved island economy/communityat the end of the course. 


Yet your own body and every healthy ecosystem functions like an amazingly complex economy in which resources are acquired and transformed into useful products that are distributed and consumed or recycled, while all necessary services are provided. In this class taught by an evolution biologist and futurist, we will explore natural living economies in evolution to see why and how businesses can be designed (or redesigned) as living systems that function better and contribute to a sustainable future.


Course Learning Outcomes 
At the conclusion of this course, successful students will have demonstrated 
· An understanding of how our dominant economic models and practices differ from the living economies of nature, 
· Clarity on what a science of economics might look like and why biomimetics is applicable to the way we do business,
· Knowledge of living economies already pioneered around the world, 
· An understanding of how human economics can serve all stakeholder constituents
· A clear sense of what is not working in our own economies and why we need economic redesign based on healthy living systems,
· The ability to use a diagnostic tool to assess how much a business operates like a living system and how it can be brought closer
· The ability to co-design a team project and function effectively in a mutually supportive class community
· Enthusiasm for being part of Hawaii’s new economy in a framework of  ethical and creative community 

Course Topics
· The  cosmological and biological evolutionary contexts for human economies.
· On overview of humanity’s current economic situation in historic context.
· Why today’s perfect storm of crises are a golden opportunity to build a better future.
· What an economy is: its relationship to the larger society and to Earth 
· Why economics needs an integrative philosophy to understand it
· What biology has to do with business and finance
· How to use an assessment tool based on princliples of healthy living systems to diagnose businesses or assist in planning them
· Why values are critical to economics and business
· Ecosophy as a more balanced and viable relationship between economy and ecology.  
· The variety of role model  living economies already in practice in today’s world (specific examples)
· How historic Hawaiian values and economic practices can inform us in changing the present economy.
· Identifying existing examples and possible new ways of building a thriving Hawaiian economy. 
· Scenario building to envisage the healthy future of the Hawaiian economy, as well as that of the larger world. 


Readings and Materials
No purchased text is needed for this course. Source books will be available in the library
All readings will be posted 




Required Reading:  
1) Creating sustainability? Join the Re-Generation!  by Daniel Wahl: http://www.theecologist.org/green_green_living/2987587/creating_sustainability_join_the_regeneration.html
2) The Biology of Business, Elisabet Sahtouris, Parts 1&2 
http://worldbusiness.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/pr091505.pdf
and
http://worldbusiness.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/pr092205a.pdf 3) Ecosophy: Nature’s Guide to a Better World, by Elisabet Sahtouris http://www.kosmosjournal.org/article/ecosophy-natures-guide-to-a-better-world/
4) What We Learned in the Rainforest: Business Lessons from Nature, Tachi Kiuch & Bill Shireman (selecting reading to be posted) 
5)  The Birth of the New Economics by David Boyle (reading to be posted)
6) Agenda for a New Economy: from Phantom Wealth to Real Wealth. by David Korten (selected readings to be posted)
________________________________________ 
It is strongly recommended that youalso  read Gaia’s Dance: the Story of Earth & Us by the instructor, an ebook at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Gaias-Dance-Story-Earth-Us-ebook/dp/B00QFK4C1C/ref=sr_1_1/182-8834140-0164356?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1440808012&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AElisabet+Sahtouris 
Optional:  More links to the instructor’s work (two short videos):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrfPRju8hxg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JolR8Diig-o

Assignments and Participation
The best way to participate will be in the live online sessions, where you can participate in within class dialogues. We will be building community, sharing responsibility working as small teams and as a whole class.  Think of this class as a weekly family meeting. Everyone counts; everyone is responsible to themselves and to the whole.
There will be relatively short weekly reading assignments in addition to  research responsibilities and oral or written and posted reports.  
If you cannot attend live sessions because of time differences, you will have access to them at any time, but you will have to be available for small group meetings that determine their own meeting times between classes.

Assessment and Grading
We will experiment with a grading system in which everyone starts with an A upon attending the first class.  Your grade may then be lowered by less than full participation and/or by less than optimal performance in dialogues, quizzes and teamwork.

Your grade will depend on:
1/3   Brief reading reports & quizzes
1/3   Participation in classes and small group sessions   
1/3   Contributions to final project

Course Ground Rules
General guidelines for student behavior are provided in the the Graduate Student Handbook. All else is covered in a careful reading of the above.

Special instructions for this ONLINE COURSE:

Guidelines for Communication (please read carefully!)
Email: Use your Chaminade email account.
Always include a subject line saying MBA780 

Remember that when others cannot see your facial expressions or hear your tone, some comments may be taken in a way you didn’t intend.  So be careful in wording your emails.  Use of emoticons may be helpful in some cases.
Use standard fonts.
Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.

Discussion Groups:	
	Review discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion.
	Maintain threads by using the “reply” button rather than starting a new topic.
	Be respectful of others’ ideas.
	Read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks.
	Cooperate with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.
	Be positive and constructive in group discussions.
	Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

Chat: 
	Introduce yourself to others in the chat session.
	Be polite.  Choose words carefully.  Do not use derogatory statements.
	Be concise in responding to others in the chat session.
	Be constructive in your comments.

Library
Students can reach the Chaminade library at www.chaminade.edu/library

Technical Support
For technical questions contact the Chaminade eCollege help desk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at 866-647-0654.

eCollege Account Support
For eCollege account support email jnakason@chaminade.edu or call 808-739-8327.

Course Website Address
http://chaminade.ecollege.com 



Characteristics of a Marianist Education
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
  Educate for formation in faith
  Provide an integral quality education
  Educate in family spirit
  Educate for service, justice and peace
  Educate for adaptation and change

I believe these characteristics can all be met by this course, in which faith and values will play a strong role!
My warmest welcome to those who decide to take this course!
(Dr.) Elisabet Sahtouris
Professor in Residence
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
Business School

Instructor Background Information
Elisabet Sahtouris, M.S., Ph.D is an evolution biologist, futurist, professor, speaker, author and sustainability consultant to businesses, government agencies and other organizations. She is a US and Greek citizen who has lived in the USA, Canada, Greece, Peru and Spain while lecturing, doing workshops and media appearances in Europe, North, Central and South America, the MidEast, Asia and Australia/New Zealand.[image: ]	Dr. Sahtouris received a B.F.A. from Syracuse University, an M.S. from Indiana University and a Ph.D. from Dalhousie University in Canada. She held post-doctoral research grants at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City and at Massachusetts General Hospital, taught at the Mass. Institute of Technology (MIT), the University of Massachusetts and the Bainbridge Graduate Institute´s MBA program. Dr. Sahtouris currently holds the Elisabet Sahtouris Chair in Living Economies at the World Business Academy, Santa Barbara, California and is a Professor in Residence at Chaminade University, Honolulu, Hawaii.
	She has been a science writer for the NOVA-HORIZON TV series, (WGBH Boston/ BBC London), a UN Consultant on indigenous peoples, was invited to China under the auspices of the Chinese National Science Organization, is a Fellow of the World Business Academy and an advisor to Ethical Markets.  She co-convened two international symposia on the Foundations of Science in Hokkaido, Japan and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Dr. Sahtouris participated in two invitational dialogues with HH the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India and in the Vatican, Rome, and is one of the people identified as Cultural Creatives in the book of that title by Paul Ray and Sherry Anderson. She is a member of the Evolutionary Leaders and a founding member of Rising Women; Rising World.  
	Dr. Sahtouris has numerous publications and has appeared in documentary films (including Occupy Love and  Dalai Lama Awakening, which has been screened several times in Honolulu).  He books include Earthdance: Living Systems in Evolution, A Walk Through Time: FromStardust to Us, Gaia’s Dance: the Story of Earth & Us,  and Biology Revisioned, w. Willis Harman.


Library
Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Technical Support
For technical questions contact the Chaminade eCollege help desk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at 866-647-0654.

eCollege Account Support
For eCollege account support email jnakason@chaminade.edu or call 808-739-8327.

Course Website Address
http://chaminade.ecollege.com 
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