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CLASSROOM:     Online
OFFICE HOURS:  Via email
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  COURSE OVERVIEW



Catalog Description: 
The course examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field of environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

Orientation:
This study is presented as an interactive, cooperative learning experience coordinated around study units. The online format will provide a look at contemporary environmental issues and how they are viewed and addressed through various intercultural and faith perspectives. Within each Unit, class discussions, student presentations and periods of guided self-reflection are included to accompany one’s personal growth in developing a more ethically informed environmental lifestyle. At the end of each Unit, students will be required to engage in a longer reflection over the content presented and submit a Unit paper. Students are expected to actively participate in class activities, and in at least one (1) out of class environmental project.  

Required Readings:    
· As posted on ecollege
	
Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings: 
· Papal Encyclical:  Laudato Si. http://bit.ly/Laudato-Si
· Alliance of Religions and Conservation:  Common Beliefs http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/COMMON%20BELIEF%20-%20Australian%20statements.pdf
· United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: Renewing the Earth
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/renewing-the-earth.cfm
· Earth Justice Organization:   www.earthjustice.org
· Worldwatch Institute:  www.worldwatch.org
· Pacific Islands Ocean Observing System: www.oos.soest.hawaii.edu 
· Chuuk State Environmental Protection Act: faolex.fao.org/docs/html/mic78934.htm

Course Requirements: 
· Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint
· This course will be delivered entirely online via the course management system eCollege (http://chaminade.ecollege.com)

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue. 
 
Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com

Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library

Methodology:  Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES




Student Learning Outcomes
General Education Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
1. Catholic environmental theology, its historical development and views on ecology, environmental ethics and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and human traditions;
2. a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives;
3. how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting values, beliefs and creative responses to the contemporary ecological crises;
6. an awareness of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile ecological systems. 

Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· express an appreciation of the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality (GELO 1; PLO 2,3,6).
· infer religious and ethical alternatives to the resolution of environmental problems (GELO1;PLO 3)
· model an environmentally reflective and engaged responsible lifestyle (GELO 2: PLO 2).

Service Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate the understanding and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The five Characteristics of Marianist Universities are:  
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

Through reflecting on these themes in this class, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards greater environmental respect and protection.
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Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.

Homework:  This course is organized into 15 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 1.5 hours each day online exploring and examining internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

Discussion Forums - Responses/Week:  A substantial portion of the final grade is based on online participation in the Discussion Forum.  Discussion forum posts must be completed by the dates outlined below.  Points will be deducted for late posts.

Overview of Class:  Our class meets daily. Announcements and supplementary resources for the upcoming week will be posted in the “Course Home” section. Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term and are grouped into Units. Classes are outlined on the Syllabus.

In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

Student Recorder Class Leader:  Students are required to take turns leading the Opening Activities and Prayer of each class. Credit will be given. The Opening Activity is found under the Course Home page for the Week. Points will be given following their posting of a summary of the process and outcome on the Discussion board. All information is given on the link.

Rubric for Quality Online Participation: Quality participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement demonstrated.

	
	Excellent
10-9 points
	Good
8-7 points
	Acceptable
6-5 points
	Incomplete
4-0 points

	Quality of Initial Post
	Posts are made in a timely manner, insightful, relevant to the topic and supported with cites from the readings and other references
	Posts are made in a timely manner, related to the topic and make some reference to the readings.
	Posts are made in a timely manner, occasionally made off topic, without substantially contributing to the discussion.
	Posts are not completed on time and do not relate to the topic

	Content Support and References
	Comments are supported by readings or other researched references and personal experience
	Comments are supported with some references and personal experience
	Comments are based on personal experience, but without any reference to readings or research
	Opinions shared without any supporting evidence or experience

	Quality of Responding Posts
	Uses meaningful comments to bring new insights, experiences and questions to enrich discussion; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Expresses insights, experiences and questions to keep the discussion going; occasionally lacking connection to the topic; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Connection to the topic is unclear; minimal expression of new ideas or related questions; comments on occasion are not open to understanding
	Expression of comments and questions unclear and off-topic; a lack of respect of others evidenced in comments

	Mechanics
	Posts are consistently grammatically correct with few misspellings
	Posts have a few grammatical or spelling errors
	Posts are written haphazardly with multiple grammatical and spelling errors
	Posts suffer from consistently poor grammar and spelling


Format for Written Assignments: Written Assignments and papers, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. If using WordPerfect or Notepad, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
Written Assignments: At the end of each study unit there is a paper or other assignment to be completed and turned in. The topics of the individual papers and assignments can be found on the Syllabus, and are described below. These assignments provide an opportunity to reflect on how your own background and experience has influenced the way you approach ethical issues. 

In light of the readings and in-class discussion so far, what have been some of the primary influences on how you approach ethical issues and decisions, both large and small? Try to incorporate three levels of interpretation: (a) Descriptive: Name and describe what you consider to be the most important factors or influences on how you approach ethical issues. That is, what is important to understand this topic? (b) Reflective: What meaning or interpretation do you derive from these factors? That is, how and why are they important to understanding this topic? (c) Analytical: How have these factors and influences—and the interpretation you give them- -been shaped by the social-historical context? What social and/or historical factors have been important in this? This level requires digging below the reflective level to ask how the social and historical contexts may have shaped or influenced your background, experience, and thinking on these topics. The minimum for each paper is 1 1/2 pages.

*Short Paper #1: Ecological Autobiography
Keypoints for paper:
1. Take a step back and put your feet into the footprints of your great-great grandparents. Reflect: What do you think your country was like then? What might have been some of the important social, cultural, religious and economic factors that shaped their attitudes and relationship towards the land and environmental issues? 
2. Take a step forward into your present reality. What values might you have absorbed or rejected from them? Are there things you may be doing differently from their times? Why? What are some of the important social, cultural, religious and economic factors that shape your attitude and relationship towards the land and environmental issues?

*Short Paper #2  Living a Green Spirituality
Keypoints for paper:
1. Why do you think it is important (or not) to live green? What do you think is the root cause of environmental problems- religion or the capitalist economic system of private economic self-interest? Give examples from material studied and your own insights.
2. What changes in lifestyle would you make to lessen your carbon footprint and live more ecologically respectfully, spiritually?  

“Recyclable-Wearable-Usable: A Trash as Art Project: Save the wrappings from one item you use often (3-7 days a week) for an entire month, e.g. candy wrappers, bottle caps, soda cans, etc. At the end of the month, form (“recycle”) these into a wearable, usable or artistically visually piece of craftsmanship. Take a picture of it and upload it on to the Discussion Board by Week 5.

Environmental Service Project - Practicum: To foster the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace, students are to participate in one out-of-class environmental service project  e.g. beach or stream clean-up; environmental meeting; restoration project; etc.  Post on the Discussion Board what was done (event) and what you gained out of the experience.
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GRADE CALCULATION




     Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research and outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness of answers in quizzes, reflective assignments and research;
· continuing development of understanding.
Grade Calculation:
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Online Participation / Discussion Forums
	10 forums
	1000
	40%

	Student Recorder Class Leader Points
	1.5 opportunities
	50
	5%

	Papers
	2
	200
	15%        

	Recyclable-Wearable-Usable Project
	1
	50
	15%

	Environmental Service Project & Research Paper
	1
	100
	15%

	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10%

	
	Total:
	1500
	100%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Late Work:  Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late posts and assignments (e.g. if the work is not up by the end of the day of the first class by 11:59PM) unless properly excused. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.   
Incompletions and Withdrawal: Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstance.
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 “Creation is a gift of God that must be protected,
                       used responsibly and shared equitably.”  –Pope John Paul II

	Date
	Content & Classwork
	To Post & Homework

	UNIT 1
	Foundations of Environmental Ethics: Our Common Home
	

	Week 1
May 30-June 3

	Theme:
 Welcome to RE/ENV 431!
Introduction and overview
Opening Activity:
1.  Open to “Week 1: Course Home page on ecollege and discuss the questions at the bottom of the section. *Student Recorders, record responses.
Readings:
1. Read through the Syllabus and Course Home page on ecollege
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection:  Canticle of All Creatures
b. Human Footprint: Everyday Living
c. Top 10 Things You Need to Know About Pope Francis’ Laudate Si 
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  “Canticle of the Sun.” (at end of Syllabus)
Take turns reading stanzas aloud. Spend a few moments in silent personal reflection over the images and their potential. Everyone share aloud one point of interest from the prayer and how you can relate to it.
2.  Work on your Introductions
	Due by June 3rd

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to questions on Week 1 Home Page.
Individual Students:
1.  To post two points of interest from the video clips.
2.  Post “Introductions” under Course Home.

	Week 2A
June 6-8

	Theme:
Development of Environmental Ethics / Laudato Si: Our Common Home
A look into the historical roots of the development of Environmental Ethics; exploration of endangered ecosystems and cultures
Opening Activity:
1.  See instructions under “Opening Activity,” Week 2 Course Home page
Readings:
1. The powerpoint for this week has been uploaded under "Doc Sharing." You can find that tab in the toolbar to the right top.
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection: Earth, Our Home
b.  Pesticides – DDT – Silent Spring (Rachel Carson)
c.  UAE Ecological Footprint Animation
d.  Where Do Your Clothes Come From?
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week 2: Course Home page” on ecollege and discuss the questions on the page.
Laudato Si Exercise:
a. Evaluate your water footprint
b. Evaluate your carbon footprint
	Due by June 8th

Readings:
*Powerpoint: “Introduction and Overview”
Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity.
Individual Students:
1.  To post answer to questions found on Discussion Board.

	Week 2B
June 8-10

	Theme:
Valuing Nature / 
Laudato Si: Gospel of Creation
What is the value of endangered species and biodiversity?
Opening Activity:
1.  See instructions under “Opening Activity,” Week 4 Course Home page
Readings:
1. No required readings
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Film: The Lorax
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  *Paper: Ecological Autobiography 
Laudato Si Exercise: 
Adopt some of Pope Francis’ practical lifestyle changes: pray before and after meals, show care for other living beings, re-cycle, reduce use of air-conditioning, limit food waste.
	Due by June 10th

Readings:
[bookmark: _GoBack]*No required readings

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post paper due by June 12th.

	Unit 2
	Living a Green Spirituality: Integral Ecology
	

	Week 3A
June 13-15

	Theme:
Non-Western Worldviews
Overview on how, in different parts of the world, religious beliefs and/or indigenous cultural perspectives influence beliefs about the environment and result in implications for sustainable living.
Opening Activity:
1.  See instructions under “Opening Activity,” Week 3A Course Home page
Readings:
1. There are no required readings
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection: Cherokee Morning Song
b.  A Good Life According to Peter Singer
c.  Sacred Commons- The Teachings of Aldo Leopoldo
d.  Environmental Short- Human Nature
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week3A: Course Home page” on ecollege and post your reflections over the topics, there.

	Due by June 15th
 
Readings:
* There are no required readings. 

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post answer to questions found on Discussion Board
2. Upload paper to Dropbox by June 12th.

	Week 3B
June 15-17

	Theme:
Deep Ecology / Laudato Si: Ecological Crisis
Explore Deep ecology in view of the Earth’s climatic system, and the rights, duties and obligations of moral responsibility.
Opening Activity:
1.  See instructions under “Opening Activity” Week 3B Course Home page
Readings:
1. See those found under “Week 3B” Course Home page on ecollege
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
b.  The Environment, An Islamic Perspective
c.  Islam and the Environment
d.  TEDx: How to Make Hard Choices
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week 3B: Course Home page” on ecollege and discuss the questions on the page
Laudato Si Exercise:
Identify your connections with the poor and vulnerable in your community. Name ways you can relocate socially, culturally, spiritually, politically, and economically in order to break down barriers and redistribute the common good to include the poor and vulnerable.
	Due by June 17th

Readings:
* ARC: Islam and Ecology (on toolbar)

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post answer to questions found on Discussion Board.

	Week 4A
June 20-22

	Theme:
Globalization, Economic Imbalance, and the Environmental Crisis / Laudato Si: Integral Ecology
A look into products, trade, safety, values, and foundations in the health 
and wellness industry.
Opening Activity:
1.  See instructions under “Opening Activity,” Week 4A Course Home page
Readings:
1. No required readings
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection:  Michael Jackson: Earth Song  
b.  Meat the Future
c.  GMO A Go Go- Truth About GMO’s Explained
d.  Changing Batteries
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week 4A: Course Home page” on ecollege and discuss the questions on the page
Laudato Si Exercise:
Identify ways you can combat poverty, restore dignity to the excluded, and protect creation in your community.www.catholiccharitiesusa.org
	Due by June 22nd
 
Readings:
No required readings except that on Course Home page for the Week.

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post answer to questions found on Discussion Board.

	Week 4B
June 22-24

	Theme:
Select Topics:
Sustainability, Consumption, Business and Energy
A look into sustainability and corporate social responsibility
Opening Activity:
1. See instructions under “Opening Activity,” Week 4B Course Home page
Readings:
1. See those found under “Week 4B Course Home page on ecollege
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a. Opening Reflection: Wudang Daoist Meditation
b.  Taiwan Explorer: Religion in Taiwan
c.  Going Green- 3D Animation
d.  Green Ganesha Documentary
e.  TEDx: Your Brain, the Environment, Our Decisions
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week 4B: Course Home page” on ecollege and discuss the questions on the page.
2.  Work on Paper #2 
	Due by June 24th

Readings:
As found under Course Home page for the Week

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post answer to questions found on Discussion Board
2. Paper #2 due by June 26th.

	Week 5
June 27-July 1

	Theme:
Environmental Service and Research Project / 
Laudato Si: Approach & Action
A Practicum
Opening Activity:
1.See instructions under “Opening Activity,”  Week 5 Course Home page
Readings:
1. There are no required readings.
Class Content:
For Viewing (on Class USB and eCollege):
a.  Opening Reflection: Creation Calls
b.  Story of Stuff
c.  Passionists Linking Ecology and Theology
d.  The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
e.  Green Ninja
Discussion, Written Assignments, etc.:
1  Open to “Week 5: Course Home page” on ecollege and discuss the questions on the page
Laudato Si Exercise:
Identify ways you can include solidarity with the poor and vulnerable and the environment in the decisions you make with your family and your community. Integrate these into your practicum.
	Due by July 1st
 
Readings:
*No assigned textbook readings

Student Recorders:
1. To post summary of class responses to Opening Activity

Individual Students:
1.  To post reflections and work on Discussion Board.

	Week 5
	Final Exam
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Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     	proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     	text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	   	original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has 	been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.
If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

Note:  Syllabus subject to change.
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Canticle of the Sun
~ Francis of Assisi

Most high, all powerful, all good Lord!
Allpraiseis Yours, all glory, all honor, and al blessing,

To You, alone, Most High, do they belong.
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your name.

8 praised, my Lord, through all Your creatures,
especially through my lord Brother Sun,

who brings the day; and You give light through him.
And he s beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!
Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness.

8 praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;
nthe heavens You have made them bright, precious and beautiful

B praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,
and clouds and storms, and al the weather,
through which You give Your creatures sustenance.

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water;
she s very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure.

8 praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom You brighten the ight,
He s beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong,

8 praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth,
who feeds us and rules us,
and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

8 praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of You;
through those who endure sickness and trial.

Happy those who endure in peace,
for by You, Most High, they will be crowned.

B praised, my Lord, through our sister Bodily Death,
from whose embrace no living person can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin!

Happy those she finds doing Your most holy wil.
“The second death can do no harm to them.

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks,

and serve Him with great hurniiy.
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