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SPRING SESSION
 April 4 – June 11, 2016
Tripler Campus

COURSE:  RE103: World Religions   
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Monday, 5:30-9:40PM              
PHONE:      676-1452
OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment        E-MAIL:     mwong2@chaminade.edu

COURSE OVERVIEW


CATALOG DESCRIPTION
     Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  

ORIENTATION 
     The purpose of this class is to assist students in their exploration and understanding of different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.
     This study is presented in a way where students will examine the major religious traditions, such as: Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shintoism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam while engaging in a review and comparison of their diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations. The class will critically analyze their application to current sociopolitical problems and their effect on the harmony of the global community.

PREREQUISITES
     None.  This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

CLASS FORMAT     
     Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition. The class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, creative work, and field trips.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class ready to discuss the reading assignments. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT
Molloy, Michael.  Experiencing the World’s Religions:  Tradition, Challenge, and Change, VITH
edition, Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co., 2013.  ISBN:  0078038278

LIBRARY:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library









COURSE INFORMATION


LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:
	General Learning Outcomes
	Program Learning Outcomes
	Course Learning Outcomes

	1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
	2. Demonstrate an understanding of Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions.
6. Demonstrate an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.
	PLO2a. Distinguish the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression.
PLO2b; 6. Summarize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions.


	2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.
	4. Demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace.
	PLO4a. Assess some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them.
PLO4b. Correlate and contrast their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives with what they are learning.



MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
     Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs. An education in the Marianist Tradition is marked by these five characteristics:
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide for an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
· Educate for adaptation and change.

POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS




DIVERSITY/FULL INCLUSION:​ Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to a policy of non‐discrimination and recognizes the obligation to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities to students with disabilities. If a student is in need of accommodation due to a documented disability, he/she should contact the Counseling Center at 735‐4845 or 739‐4603 as soon as possible. A determination will be made if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION:  Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence.  Points will be deducted for unexcused absences.  More than three unexcused absences will result in lowered grade. Consistent tardiness will be noted and a portion of points deducted as well.
     Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT:  In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow basic rules of conduct.
1. Talking only when it is your turn to do so.
2. Cell phones, pagers or other such electronic devices must be turned off. If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor. 

     According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class. This includes but is not limited to excessive personal conversations, use of cellular or other electronic devices, and disrespectful language or behavior. 

HOMEWORK READING AND ASSIGNMENTS
Reflection Papers:  Students will be required to complete two (2) 2-3-page reflection papers.  Topics will be given during the course.  Papers will be graded based on thoroughness of explanation, specific examples and cohesive writing. Papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font with 1 inch margins.  Citations must be used when necessary and be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.  Papers will not be accepted by e-mail. (Assessment #2 and 4).

Homework: After each chapter assigned, complete the “Test Yourself” and answer one of the two last questions with a short answer unless noted otherwise on the Syllabus. (Assessment #1, 2 and 4)

Midterm Research Presentation: Select a religion or branch not covered in class.  Share a bit of its history- why it was founded and by whom? 7-12 minute presentation may include some stories, symbols, art, music, etc. related to the tradition. Bring in a food dish to share and explain its relevance. (Assessment # 1 and 4)

Current Event Sharing:  Students will be asked to bring in a current event article of religious significance and to share on it. The following are given as guidelines:
1. Select a current event of religious nature, and of social justice inquiry or debate.
2. Present the issue.
3. Do your own research into the background of the religious situation presented.  Give possible historical religious reasons why the event made it into the news.  For example, place yourself in the shoes of that religious tradition and explain the importance of what happened through their eyes.
4. Open discussion of the issue recognizing differences and commonalities of standpoint or perspective in light of Christianity.
5. Conclude with your own viewpoint.

Quizzes:  There will be 3 quizzes.  Each quiz will cover specific chapters of the text and material covered in class. Students are responsible for all content, including material that is not discussed in class. (Assessment # 1 and 2).

Final Exam – “Culture and Religion”: Oral Presentation. Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a summative art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, poem, writing, dance, music composition, etc.) that synthesizes your personal understanding of what you have learned from this course study.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.  (Assessment #1, 3 and 4)

Extra-Credit/Make-up:  Activities will be given at the discretion of the instructor. These extra credit options may not be used to fulfill any other requirements for the course and are factored into one’s grade only after all other assignments are completed.



GRADING


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
1. knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,
	videos, research, outside class activities
2. understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
3. ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
4. continuing development of understanding

GRADE CALCULATION:

	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Attendance & Class Participation
	10 classes
	100
	40%

	Homework – Short Answers
	7
	70
	10%

	Current Events
	2
	20
	5%

	Reflection Papers
	2
	100
	10%        

	Quizzes
	3
	30
	10%

	Midterm Project
	1
	100
	15%

	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10%

	
	Total:
	520
	100%

	Extra Credit
	1
	[bookmark: _GoBack]10
	5%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
B= superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter
D= Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work
F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.













CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION RUBRIC
	
	
Excellent (10-8 points)
	Standard (7-6 pts.)
	Emerging (5-4 pts.)
	Minimal (3-0 pts.)

	Conduct
	Demonstrates respect for the learning process; has patience with different opinions and complexity; shows initiative by asking others for clarification: brings others into the conversation, moves the conversation forward; speaks to all of the participants; avoids talking too much.
	Generally shows composure but may display impatience with contradictory or confusing ideas; comments, but does not necessarily encourage others to participate; may tend to address only the teacher or get into debates.
	Participates and expresses a belief that his/her ideas are important in understanding the text; may make insightful comments but is either too forceful or too shy and does not contribute to the progress of the conversation; tends to debate, not dialogue.
	Displays little respect for the learning process; argumentative; takes advantage of minor distractions; uses inappropriate language; speaks to individuals rather than ideas; arrives unprepared without homework or texts.

	


Speaking
&
Reasoning
	Understands question before answering; cites evidence from text; expresses thoughts in complete sentences; move conversation forward; makes connections between ideas; resolves apparent contradictory ideas; considers others’ viewpoints, not only his/her own; avoids bad logic.
	Responds to questions voluntarily; comments show an appreciation for the text but not an appreciation for the subtler points within it; comments are logical but not connected to other speakers; ideas interesting enough that others respond to them.
	Responds to questions but may have to be called upon by others; has read the text but not put much effort into preparing questions and ideas for the seminar; comments take details into account but may not flow logically in conversation.
	Extremely reluctant to participate even when called upon; comments illogical and meaningless; may mumble or express incomplete ideas; little or no account taken of previous comments or important ideas in the text.

	Listening
	Pays attention to details; writes down questions; responses take into account all participants; demonstrates that he/she has kept up; points out faulty logic respectfully; overcomes distractions.
	Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the leader; absorption in own ideas may distract the participant from the ideas of others.
	Appears to find some ideas unimportant while responding to others; may have to have questions or confusions repeated due to inattention; takes few notes during the seminar in response to ideas and comments.
	Appears uninvolved in the class; comments display complete misinterpretation of questions or comments of other participants.

	Reading
	Thoroughly familiar with the text; has notations and questions in the margins; key words, phrases, and ideas are highlighted; possible contradictions identified; pronounces words correctly.
	Has read the text and comes with some ideas from it but these may not be written out in advance; good understanding of the vocabulary but may mispronounce some new or foreign words.
	Appears to have read or skimmed the text but has not marked the text or made meaningful notes or questions; shows difficulty with vocabulary; mispronounces important words; key concepts misunderstood; little evidence of serious reflection prior to the class.
	Student is unprepared for the class; important words, phrases, ideas in the text are unfamiliar; no notes or questions marked in the text; no attempt made to get help with difficult material.





COURSE SYLLABUS

      

	Date
	Topics  & Classwork
	Homework (Assignments listed are to be completed in preparation for the following week’s class.)

	Week 1:
April 4


	*Introduction to World Religions
*Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I going? and Why?

	1. Read Chapt. 3: Hinduism
2. Peruse the following in preparation for the fieldtrip: http://iskconhawaii.com/
3. Short Answer:  #11 or #12 on “Test Yourself.”  Choose one to answer in a paragraph. ”Incorporate (and underline) some of the vocabulary terms in your answer.
*Bring this in to class next week.

	Week 2:
April 11
	*Hinduism
*Fieldtrip:
“Sandhya Arati” (6:30pm)
ISKCON Center
51 Coelho Way
Honolulu 96817
	1. Read Chapt. 5:  Jainism and Sikhism
2. Short Answer: #11 or #12 on “Test Yourself.”
”Incorporate (and underline) some of the vocabulary terms in your answer.
3.   Reflection paper on Hindu temple due next week

	Week 3:
April 18
	*Jainism & Sikhism
*Meeting: In Class
*Quiz 1: Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism
	1. Read Chapt. 4: Buddhism
2. Peruse the following in preparation for the field trip:  http://www.ktlhonolulu.org/
3. Short Answer:  “Theravadan, Mahayana or Vajrayana? If you were a Buddhist, which tradition would you want to follow? Give 3 reasons why. ”Incorporate (and underline) some of the vocabulary terms in your answer.

	Week 4:
April 25
	*Buddhism
*Field Trip
“4 Thoughts That Turn the Mind to Dharma” (7pm)
Kagyu Thegchen Ling
26 Gartley Place
Honolulu 96817
	1. Read Chapt. 6: Daoism & Confucianism
2. Short Answer:  “Which of the 5 Confucian virtues do you feel would be the hardest to implement in American culture?  Which would be the most necessary, and why?” 

	Week 5:
April 25
	*Daoism & Confucianism; Shintoism
*Meeting:  In class
*Quiz 2:  Buddhism, Shintoism, Taoism & Confucianism
	1. Prepare for Midterm


	Week 6:
May 2

	*Midterm
*Meeting: In class
	1. Read Chapt. 9: Islam
2. Short Answer:  “Test Yourself, #11” ”Incorporate (and underline) some of the vocabulary terms in your answer

	Week 7:
May 9
*CUH Graduation
	*Islam
*Meeting:  TBA
	1. Read Chapt. 8 & 10: Judaism & Christianity
2. Short Answer:  After reading the chapters, make a list of 3 points of interest from each.  

	Week 8:
May 16
	*Judaism & Christianity 
*Meeting: In class
Quiz 3:  Judaism, Islam & Christianity
	1. Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Paths
2. Short Answer:  #11 or #12 on “Test Yourself.”  Choose one to answer in a paragraph. ”Incorporate (and underline) some of the vocabulary terms in your answer.

	Week 9:
May 23
	*Alternative Religions
*Field Trip:
“Vipassana Meditation” (6:30pm)
Bodhi Tree Dharma Center
654A N. Judd St.
Honolulu 96817

	3. Prepare for Final Exam

	May 30:
Memorial Day
	*Make-up for May 9th; Extra-Credit
	Memorial Day Ceremony at Magic Island http://www.lanternfloatinghawaii.com/


	Week 10:
June 6

	* Final Exam
*Meeting: In class
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MUTUAL RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION




As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class. 


Extra-Credit Opportunities:

Saturday, April 16th, 10AM, Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa, Diocesan Jubilee celebrating priests, religious and deacons of the diocese; Mass followed by reception. Free

Sunday, April 17th, 2PM, Chaminade University Mystical Rose Oratory: “Compassion and Mercy” – discussion between a Buddhist nun, a Jewish rabbi and a Catholic lay woman and mother. Free.

Sunday, April 24th, 3PM, Sacred Hearts Center (Kaneohe), “Soulful Eyes” exhibit. Free.








8

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




