History 151:
World Civilizations I
Chaminade University
PACE 2016 (April 4 – June 11, 2016)

He who is unable to live in a society or has no need because he is sufficient for himself, 
must either be a beast or a god.   Aristotle (384 BC – 322 BC)


Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz
chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Text: World Civilizations, 7th edition, by Philip Adler and Randall Pouwels

Course Description:  This course analyzes the major developments that have shaped the human experience from the earliest civilizations up through 1500. It also examines overall patterns of early global history, characteristics of the world's major pre-modern civilizations, and the relationships and exchanges among these societies. Major themes to be analyzed include environment, culture, politics and governmental structures, economics, and social structures. 

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will: 
· demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality.
· explain the emergence of early humans and cultures and several theories about how it occurred.  
· explain the development of world religions and ideologies and its effects on society and historical events. 
· describe the development of civilizations and urban centers as well as the establishment and subsequent decline of various empires. 
· expound on the rise of world trade and its influence on people and society.  
· explain the formation of nation-states, its relationship to organized religion, and the origins, nature, and developments of the Renaissance and Reformation. 
· evaluate and explain the reasons for these changes and how it influences and affects people today. 
· demonstrate improved map literacy. 
· demonstrate refined academic writing, critical thinking, and analytical reasoning skills.

Student Learning Outcomes: 
· Identify and evaluate primary and secondary source materials and demonstrate an understanding of its historical context and relevance. 
· Recognize bias and its impact upon the value of the source. 
· Extract valid and valuable information from the source. 
· Recognize important trends and themes in human cultural, economic, political and ideological development. 
· Identify and evaluate the impact of these historical trends upon global development.

Grading:  
90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.
60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 
                         prerequisite course work.
50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:
1. Discussions – 25%
2. Assignments - 40%
3. Research paper – 15%
4. Final exam – 20%

Course Requirements:
1. Weekly “discussions”: Due to the nature of an on-line class, participation in “discussion threads” is very important.  Students will learn not just from the instructor but also from each other. Every week, two postings are necessary.  Each student will post a response to the instructor’s prompt.  In addition, each student will post a response to another student’s posting.  Both postings should be substantive.  This means that each posting should be well thought-out and be approximately 2-3 paragraphs in length.
2. Assignments: Due to the compressed nature of this course, assignments will be required every week.  There will be videos, assigned readings, and analyses of primary documents.  Assignments will include essays, primary source analyses, and power point presentations.
3. Research paper: The research paper will be 8 – 10 pages (parameters to follow).
4. Final exam: The test format will be essay (parameters to follow).

Since this is a PACE course (4/4 – 6/11), the schedule is thereby greatly compressed.

Course Schedule:

Week 1 (Apr. 4 - 10): Chapters 1 & 2: The Earliest Human Societies; Mesopotamia

Week 2 (Apr. 11 - 17):  Chapters 3 & 4: Early Africa; Egypt

Week 3 (Apr.18 - 24):  Chapter 5 & 6: New Civilizations and Empires in Western and Central
             Asia; Ancient China 
 
Week 4 (Apr. 25 – May 1):  Chapters 8 & 9: The Greek Adventure; Greek Humanism

Week 5 (May 2 - 8): Chapters 10 & 11:  Rome from City-State to Empire and the Roman Empire;
                      Rise of Christianity in the West 

Week 6 (May 9 - 15):  Chapters 12 & 13: Iran, India, and Global Trade; Imperial China in Its
 Golden Age

Week 7 (May 16 - 22):  Chapter Chapters 15 – 17: Islam, Mature Islamic Civilization; First Global
   Civilization, and Africa from Axum to 1400.

Week 8 (May 23 - 29): Chapters 18 & 19: The Mongols Unify Eurasia; Japan and Southeast 
			  Asia

Week 9 (May 30- June 5):  Chapters 20 & 21: The European Middle Ages; Renaissance 

Week 10:  (June 6 – 11): Chapters 7 and 14: The Settlement of the Americas; Pacific Islands and the
    Americas to the 15th Century
    June 8: Final exam due

Student Responsibilities:
Classes in an on-line format have its benefits and its challenges. It’s great that you don’t have to wake-up and trudge to your classroom 2 -3 times a week.  However, you need to be self-motivated to ensure you keep-up with the assignments.  Again, flexibility is great but do not let yourself get behind; it’s exemely hard to catch-up!
Assignments must be posted by 11:59 p.m. on the dates indicated in the schedule. Exceptions will be made only in cases of family or medical emergencies, and you must contact instructor before the deadline.  Ten percent will be deducted for every 24 hours beyond the due date.
Students who need accommodations should inform me at the start of the course so that specific arrangements can be made.  
Students are expected to conform to university policies regarding academic honesty, including the avoidance of plagiarism. There are serious penalties for students who submit work that is not entirely their own, so be sure that you understand what constitutes plagiarism.  Your instructors are required by University policies to report any instances of academic dishonesty.  
We will be working via the Chaminade Canvas learning platform.  All lessons, activities, assignment submissions, etc. will be located here.  It’s a relatively new platform, compared to the eCollege platform that Chaminade previously used.  Please familiarize yourself with its capabilities.  You should’ve been given information by tech support on how to access and utilize its features; the learning tutorials are extremely helpful.
For Canvas related issues, please logon to Canvas at https://chaminade.instructure.com, click "Help," then "Report a Problem" while in Canvas. You should receive a response within one hour.
If you do not have access to this function in Canvas, please email the helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.edu .

Finally, do not hesitate to contact me if you are having difficulties.  I am here to help support you; I want you be successful in this course!
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