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Catalogue Description – Religion 307:  Christianity in the Modern Age
From the Reformation and Enlightenment periods to the dawn of the Third Millennium, Christianity has wrestled with modern philosophies and ideologies, the birth of the sciences and modernity’s socio-political events. Attention will be given to the spread of denominationalism and the ensuing ecumenical movement, the developing gospel of social consciousness, the complex relationship of Christian churches to secular society, the renewal efforts of Vatican II, and the ongoing work of Christian mission.
Required Texts:
Daughrity, Dyron B.  The Changing World of Christianity:  The Global History of a Borderless Religion.  (Peter Lang Publishing, New York:  2010).
Irwin, Dale T. and Sunquist, Scott W.  History of the World Christian Movement.  Volume II: Modern Christianity from 1454-1800.  (Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York: 2012).
Jenkins, Philip.  The Next Christendom:  The Coming of Global Christianity.  Third Edition.  (Oxford University Press, Oxford, U.K.: 2011).
Recommended Texts:
Dawson, Christopher.  The Dividing of Christendom.  (Ignatius Press, San Francisco: 2009).  Available at the reserve desk in the Sullivan Library.

Knight, Frances.  The Church in the Nineteenth Century.  (I.B. Tauris, London/New York:  2008).  Will be on reserve in the Sullivan Library later this semester.
Morris, Jeremy.  The Church in the Modern Age.  (I.B. Tauris, London/New York:  2007).  Electronically available through Ebrary, a virtual library accessed through the Sullivan Library.  
Teaching Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is to invite the student to read, write and think about modern Christianity, its major figures, intellectual themes, movements and historical development.  The student will be introduced to how modern Christians formulated their own distinct identity and how this identity embraced but challenged the prevailing values and beliefs of their contemporary culture, particularly through worship and prayer, morality and ethics, theology and community organization.  An objective of the course will be to encourage deeper engagement in active learning by asking the students to apply knowledge of the recent past and present to forecast the future of Christianity in the next 100-150 years.
Learning Outcomes:


In order that the students may have a better understanding of what they will learn in RE 307 – Modern Christianity, the following outcomes are provided:

1.  The student will demonstrate a critical understanding of and appreciation for how modern Christians have developed a unique identity in relation to other modern religions and the secular values of modernity.  (Program Outcome:  1.a; Core Outcome: 1)
2.  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the development of Catholic theology in the last five hundred years of the Common Era.  (Program Outcomes:  1.b, 1.c; Core Outcome:  2)
3.  The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that intellectually and spiritually engaged the modern Christians of the past five hundred years and how these questions continue to engage contemporary Christians.  (Program Outcomes:  2.d, 2.e; Core Outcome:  2)
4.  The student will demonstrate how modern Christianity interacted with other religions and cultures of the world so that Christian values and beliefs were affected and how the Gospel message of Jesus both affirmed and challenged these cultural values to bring about a more just and peaceful culture.  (Program Outcomes:  2.e, 3.b, 3.c; Core Outcomes:  2, 3)
Course Assessment:


Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into four parts:  participation, preparation, examination, and summation.  Participation will be largely based on attendance, since you are only able to participate if you are present in class; please note that participation is separate from preparation.  Participation will be worth 26% of the final grade.  More than five absences may result in failure.  A student who attends does participate in the class, but she/he may not be prepared!  Role will be taken promptly at the beginning of each class.  Each student can miss three days during the semester without losing participation points, but any quiz or discussion points available on the day absent 

CANNOT BE MADE UP FOR ANY REASON!!!
Preparation will be assessed by means of scheduled discussions and pop quizzes on the assigned readings and lectures.  Class discussion will be led by students review and engagement of assigned readings.  The dates of these discussions are given in the syllabus, and more detail about preparation for the discussion will be provided during the semester.  Each student will be expected to contribute to the class discussion, and will be called upon at least six times by the professor during the course of the semester.  Contribution to class discussion will be worth 12% of the final grade (=6 contributions x 2% each).  There will be four pop quizzes on assigned readings, each worth 3% of your final grade.  Quizzes may not be made up under any circumstances.  Preparation is worth 24% of the final grade (=12% quizzes + 12% discussions).

 Examination will be assessed by means of three essay exams:  two midterms, and the final.  Each exam will be worth 10% of the final grade for the semester, and will consist of three essay topics, of which the student must respond to two topics.  Each topic will require a six-eight paragraph essay demonstrating comprehension and synthesis of the assigned reading and lectures.  One week prior to the scheduled exam, the professor will provide a list of likely essay topics.  All exams must be written in blue exam booklets, so please purchase at least three from the bookstore.  Examination is worth 30% of the final grade (=10% x 3 exams).
Summation will be assessed by the cumulative book review and group project titled: Christianity 2150.  This project, consisting of an individual book review of Philip Jenkins’ The Next Christendom and a group presentation and joint research paper, will be worth 20% of the final grade.  Each student will submit the book review, and it will be worth 5% of the final grade.  The thirty minute project presentation will be worth 5% of the final grade, and will be delivered during the final two weeks of the semester.  The group research paper will be 10-12 pages long and a hard copy must be submitted in class on 4/28/16; it will be worth 10% of the final grade. Absolutely no late papers will be accepted and the quality of the work must be exceptional.  
Breakdown of point valuation will be the following:
Participation:  Attend & Participate in class (26 class days x 1%) = 26% of final grade

Preparation:  Discussions (6 x 2% = 12%) + Pop Quizzes (4 x 3% = 12%) = 24% of final grade
Examination:
Exams – Midterms 2 x 10% = 20% + Final 10% = 30%
Summation:  Christianity 2150 (book review 5% + presentation 5% + paper 10%) = 20%
Grading Scale:

A – (91-100%)




B – (80-90%)




C – (70-79%)

D – (63-69%)
Failure (<63%)

Expectations of Students:  Please refer to the General Catalogue for 2015-2016 (p. 19-32) or the Student Handbook (p. 52-92) for appropriate Classroom Policies and Attendance
Instructor’s attendance policy and other policies:


Absence from class will significantly affect your ability to do well in this course, since the class discussions and pop quizzes cannot be made up and with participation, constitute fifty percent of your final grade.  Each absence after the third one will result in a deduction of 1% from the twenty six participation points available, since you can not participate if you are not present.  As previously mentioned, attendance alone will get you one point!  But beyond this, your attendance assures that you are able to gain points for being prepared.  This is to encourage what is called active learning.  This merits some discussion, since most students, and most people are largely passive about learning, and you need to understand what will be expected of you as an active learner.  
In assessing your progress through the course, I will be trying to see if you are engaged in active learning.  This begins with preparing actively for class by doing the readings in advance so that you can contribute to the class discussions and respond effectively when put on the spot by the pop quizzes.  If you do not prepare, then you will be showing me you are not an active learner.  Being prepared and active will foster aptitude to pass the exams, which are larger challenges to see if you can synthesize information from class meetings (lectures and discussions) with information learned independently (reading assignments).  Finally, learning will be fully active and engaged as you prepare your final project and present this to your actively educated peers.  As a part of the final project, you should be prepared to be challenged by your classmates’ queries regarding your forecast for Christianity 2150.  They will actually be encouraged to challenge you, to argue that you have misread or misunderstood some details, and this questioning will form the basis of the final exam for all students.  So, the 50% of your grade based on participation (26%) and preparation (24%) is really to set the stage for completion of the other half (50%) of the course.

As noted, you will be given three absences without losing any participation points; however, please note that no make ups will be permitted.  If you miss a day for any reason what so ever, you will forfeit any points from participation or preparation that were available to you that day.  This means that on any day you are absent, you could lose as much as half a letter grade (1% from participation, 2% from a pop quiz and 3% from discussion)!!  Ordinarily, quizzes will not occur on the day for a scheduled discussion, but they might!!!  The best way to avoid any trouble is to attend class every day!  I know this policy is stringent, particularly since make ups are not permitted under any circumstance, but this is for two reasons.  First, it is to encourage all of you to take more responsibility for your education.  Second, I want you to come to realize that when you miss any class and request a make-up assignment or quiz, you are asking your professor to work harder, and we professors work very hard in ways you will never see.  I also want you to know that I am fully committed to your active learning, and will be available to help you, but keep in mind that time is the most precious thing in life, and so it is best devoted to things that are the most highly valued.

Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role.  If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class to make sure you are not listed as absent.  A habit of tardiness will be penalized.


TEXTING IN CLASS IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN – I WARN YOU DO NOT DO IT!!  If you are a person who prefers to take notes during lecture via a laptop or personal device such as an iPad, please let me know this ahead of time so that I can strategically seat you near electrical outlets.  Please do not eat during class.  If you have an emergency during class, please depart the room quietly.  Any student requiring ADA accommodations must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester and present appropriate documentation of eligibility through the Counseling Center.  These policies and the schedule below are subject to change during the semester.

Aloha ke Akua - God is love

Characteristics of Education in the Marianist Tradition
EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Bear witness to the Gospel with a personal and committed faith that touches the heart. 

· Promote a dialogue between faith and culture which illuminates reality from the perspective of the Gospel. 

· Impart the principle that each person has an ethical and moral responsibility for his or her personal and social world. 

· Form students in Gospel values and Christian attitudes. 

· Educate in a free and responsible style which elicits a personal response of faith. 

· Bear witness with a faithful commitment to the Church that makes the Gospel credible today and tomorrow. 

· Make present the example and influence of Mary as the first disciple and as an educator in faith. 

PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL QUALITY EDUCATION - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote quality education of the whole person. 

· Provide coherent curricula, professional personnel, and adequate facilities and finances. 

· Develop respect for the uniqueness and dignity of the person as a daughter or son of God, unique and individual. 

· Develop interior spirit and self-knowledge. 

· Develop concern for global and local issues of culture, ecology, and the use of technology. 

· Foster a diverse school community. 

· Offer Mary as a model of integrity in relation to the realities of the world. 

EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Create a favorable environment for education. 

· Cultivate interpersonal relationships characterized by openness, respect, integrity and dialogue. 

· Form an educational community with collaborative structures and processes. 

· Express their authority as loving and dedicated servants. 

· Influence others by exhibiting Marian traits of openness, hospitality, graciousness and faith. 

EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE - Educators in the Marianist Tradition seek to

· Promote a missionary spirit for the reign of God. 

· Educate for solidarity with the poor and marginalized. 

· Promote the dignity and rights of women. 

· Establish faith communities that promote reflective programs of service. 

· Announce, under the prophetic influence of Mary, the goodness and justice of God and denounce oppression. 

EDUCATE FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE - Educators In The Marianist Tradition Seek To

· Educate students to shape a hope-filled future. 

· Educate persons to accept and respect differences in a pluralistic society. 

· Develop critical thinking skills in the search for truth. 

· Promote openness and adaptation to local and global contexts through inculturation and interdisciplinary programs. 

· Respond to the signs of the times in faith. ("Do whatever he tells you.")
Live Aloha!

What does Live Aloha stand for? Perhaps Pilahi Paki explained it best with use of the Hawaiian huna. Each letter in the word Aloha represents another Hawaiian word, and together these five words most completely express the truth of aloha: "Aloha is the coordination of mind and heart . . . it's within the individual. It brings you down to yourself. You must think and emote good feelings to others.

  A stands for AKAHAI, meaning kindness, to be expressed with tenderness. 

  L stands for LOKAHI, meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony. 

  O stands for OLU`OLU, meaning agreeable, to be expressed with pleasantness. 

  H stands for HA`AHA`A, meaning humility, to be expressed with modesty. 

  A stands for AHONUI, meaning patience, to be expressed with perseverance."
