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RE 308: Christian Ethics

Chaminade University of Honolulu
Undergraduate Day Spring 2015-2016 AY
TIME:


8:30-9:50 a. m.

DAYS:

Tuesday/Thursday 

Instructor:

Regina Pfeiffer 
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
Wednesdays 8:30 -10:30 am; 
Thursdays 10 am to 1 pm, 2:30 -4 pm and by appointment
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E

OFFICE PHONE:
808 739.8536


COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Exploring Christian Ethics: Biblical Foundations for Morality by Kyle Fedler

Students should have access to a Bible, using any of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New International Version with Apocrypha. Links to a Bible may be found on http://www.usccb.org Click on tab indicating Bible.

Additional readings will be assigned throughout the term.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course examines the ethical implications of the Christian faith for the individual and community. Students will be engaged in a dialogue among Christian and non-Christian traditions of human dignity and social justice. Special emphasis will be placed on liberation from oppressive social structures, competing images of church and religion in society, and the assertion that humans are created in the image of God. Offered alternate semesters. Prerequisites: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course are:

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)

1. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (developed)

2. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; (developed)

3. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values; (developed)

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

On completion of this course, students will be able to:
· describe the foundations of Christian ethics and its relationship with the main doctrines and concepts; (PLO 1 and 3)

· apply the concepts to a particular context, particularly in a secular setting appropriate for Hawaii. (PLO 4 and 5)

· reflect on one's personal faith and/or life journey as lived in the community. (PLO 4).

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Classroom work will consist of lecture, group discussions and other methods suitable for classroom environments. Students are expected to be prepared for class discussion by preparing materials in advance.

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following scale:

· Attendance






30 points

· Reflection cards





10 points

· Short answer essays 





30 points

· Term Project: Service learning or research paper

25 points

· Final exam






30 points

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, assignments (note cards, essays, term project) and exam.  Assignments and papers, except for reflection cards, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. 

Note:  University policy allows students with documented disabilities to receive and obtain equal access for their courses. Eligibility must be verified through Student Affairs Office. If accommodations are needed, please let the instructor know as soon as possible so that the appropriate office can be notified for processing request. 
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student's work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;

· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

Class attendance and participation

Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. Points are given for each class. A portion of the points is based on attending class and participation.

Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. The instructor may determine that the student was unprepared for class and may choose to deduct points. Use of electronic devices during class time will result in deduction of points unless directed by instructor for research.
Unexcused absences result in zero points for that class. Students with excused absences may receive partial credit for the missed class only if the student requests and completes a missed-class assignment provided by the instructor. Excused absences are allowed only for illness, family emergency, and other circumstances beyond the student's control. The student must give the instructor the reason for the absence. It is the discretion of the instructor to determine whether the absence qualifies as excused.

Reflection cards
These assignments are intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from text and other required readings. Each chapter of the text and any additional reading assignment require a note card to be submitted. Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:

On side one:

· Student name

· Chapter or article title.

· Select either a statement or concept that you either -- 
found interesting and why

didn't understand but need to know

agreed or disagreed with and why

would like to learn more about and why
Provide page number and paragraph location

On side two:

· Write at least three words you didn't understand or whose definition is unclear. Locate and include the definition of two of them. 
· Write at least one question that you would like answered in the following classes.

Essay Assignments

Select any three essays to submit as a written assignment. You are to submit one of your essay assignments on each of the following dates: Feb. 25, March 17, April You may submit any of the essays before these due dates if you wish to complete your assignments earlier. 
Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Make certain you put your last name and page number top left in the header as done in this syllabus. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, appropriate and applicable examples, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as "form" instead of "from" but are used incorrectly.

If you are citing something from the text or Bible, make certain you cite properly. All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from text. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Final Exam

There will be a final exam in two parts with glossary.. Part ONE will be given in class on the last day. Part TWO is take-home and to be turned in by the due date listed on the syllabus. It may not be turned in until finals week. The format for this exam will be both glossary identification and short-answer essay.  
Final Project option – Service Learning or Term Paper

The study of ethics provides students with the understanding of human relationship with others and the natural world. Thus, this assignment provides students with the opportunity to apply classroom content to everyday situations in which we must make ethical and moral choices based either upon an ontological or deontological dimension. The Service Learning component requires the correlation to the Christian ideal to a given context whereas the research paper allows for a further study in one particular area of an ethical dilemma.

Option A Service Learning – Paper and Journal (Assessment # 1, 3 and 5)
· Contact Candice Sakuda for a service-learning project or have one approved by the instructor. Students will submit all required forms to Candice. http://www.chaminade.edu/servicelearning
· You must register online and turn in all forms required or NO CREDIT!

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must complete a minimum of 12 hours. You may not use the 12 hours for this class and another one, but you may use the same project adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each service, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a correlation with the course’s content. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. The journal may be handwritten or typed at student’s discretion.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-6 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity. One of the key concepts the students must include is “covenant.” 

· The final paper and journal are submitted to the instructor. 
· All forms - waivers, evaluation and work log – are given to Candice Sakuda at the Service Learning office.

· Students’ individual papers will be graded based on Service Learning Outcomes that are the following:

· 1. demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations;

· 2. demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern;
· 3. demonstrate how service-learning increased their interest in being civically engaged.

Option B: Research Paper – (Assessment 1, 3, or 5).
· Research paper may be done individually or with another student as a group project. 

· The main topic is a moral issue and may be an expansion of what we have discussed in class or some other issue pertaining to morality.

· If doing as a team, each person will keep a log of research activities indicating when and what research material was gathered. Each member of the team must attach his or her log with the team’s final paper.

· Final paper of a minimum of 10 pages with at least 10 reliable resources will include a thesis statement and supporting evidence. Wikipedia may be consulted, but not used, for possible reliable resources. Use the library website for journal articles. The team will complete together only ONE paper.

· This is a process of research and writing so your team must meet the following deadlines for each stage of the process. Your final grade for the paper will include meeting deadlines.
· Deadlines: 
· Potential topic submitted
· Rough outline
· Final paper
RE 308 Course Schedule (further dates to be given later)
	Date
	Class Content
	Reading assignment for the week

	Week one

Jan. 12/14

	Introduction to course

Service Learning Options

What is ethics? 
	Read Chapter One – bring card for chapter one on Thursday, Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
"The Foundations of Christian Morality" 

	Week two

Jan. 19/21

	Ethics 

What are different ways of understanding ethics?

How do people make moral decisions?

Kohlberg dilemmas
	Read Chapters  Two and Three
Note cards for both chapters due on Tuesday.
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
Essay assignment A

Think about what you know about Jesus as a moral person. What in Jesus' life would indicate that he is a model of moral and ethical principles? (If you are unfamiliar with the life and person of Jesus, you may select a person that you consider moral and ethical.) Give specific examples to support your answer. 

	Week three

Jan. 26/28
	Film – Legal, ethical and moral: Is there a difference? 
We’re No Angels
	No assigned reading this week

Essay Assignment B:

Select one of the characters in the film. Which ethical principle do you think that person is following as discussed in Chapter one of the text and identified in the documentary we watched? Give specific examples from the person’s words and actions that lead you to your conclusion.


	Week four

Feb. 2/4
	Use of Scripture and other sources in Christian guidance

Key themes in Scriptures that shape ethics

Character imitation

Works of Mercy


	Read Chapter four: bring note card on Tuesday --
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics



	Weeks five and six
Feb. 9/11

Feb. 16/18 


	God, Humans and Creation in Genesis 1-3

Moral dilemma – Who creates:  God or us?
Gattaca

	Read Chapter Five
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
Note card: Feb. 9 for text; Feb. 11 for biotechnology article
Assigned reading: “Biotechnology, Genetics, and Human Cloning” 

Essay Assignment option C 

The film Gattaca contains many of the key ideas discussed in the case study on “Biotechnology, Genetics and Human Cloning.” Select one of the issues raised, whether genetic testing before birth or protecting the privacy of genetic information. Discuss how this issue is included in the film. Then, what might be some moral concerns related to that issue. How does the film address those moral issues? 

	Weeks seven and eight
Feb. 23/25

March 1/3 

	The Mosaic Covenant: New Guidelines for a New People

Prophets: Spokespersons for God and Troublers of Israel

Moral dilemma - Gambling

North Avenue Irregulars 
	Read Chapters Six and Seven – bring note card for chapter six on Tuesday and chapter seven on Thursday.
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
and assigned readings
Essay Assignment option D: 

Prophets often made enemies and risked their lives because of their insistence on faithfulness to the Covenant. What was the problem within that community in regards to gambling that is discussed in your reading assignments? Why were the women willing to risk their lives in the pursuit of justice?



	Weeks nine and ten
March 8/10

March 15/17

	Discipleship and the Teachings of Jesus

Moral dilemma – capital punishment

Spitfire Grill  
	Read Chapter Eight
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

and assigned readings
Essay Assignment option E:

Read the Gospel according to Matthew Chapter five. Select one section and discuss how one character in the film, Spitfire Grill is an example of that section. Give specific examples from the film. Also, how did this person in the film have a transformative experience? In what way? 

	Spring 

Break
	
	

	Week
eleven March 29/31

	Imitation and the Life of Jesus

Moral dilemma – Economics of homelessness
	Read Chapter Nine
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

 

	Weeks twelve and thirteen
April 5/7

April 12/14

	The Ethics of Paul: Grace and New Creation

Hugo

	Read Chapter Ten
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics 

Essay Assignment option F: 

Select one of the characters in the film. Describe how that person was "bound" and liberated as described in the text’s chapter on Imitation and the Life of Jesus? How did that liberation occur?
Or:

Essay Assignment option G:

In the film, one of the major causes of homelessness was becoming an orphan. How is homelessness similar to and different from the experience of Hugo? What can be done today to help those living on the streets?

	Week fourteen
April 19/21

	Other ethical dilemmas
	Read Epilogue

Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics

	Week fifteen

April 26/28
	Final thoughts and discussion
	

	Final Exam
	
	Due by 4 p.m, Tuesday, May 3, either by email with attachment or hard copy brought to Henry 206. Make certain you receive a confirmation from me if emailing assignments and/or final. 


A= 93-100%


B = 84-92%


C = 75-83%


D = 63-74%



















