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Catalog Description:
ED 665-90-3 SPED: Mild/Moderate Disabilities
This course provides an overview and application of best practices and instructional approaches, strategies, techniques and assessment methods for students with mild/moderate disabilities in K-12 settings.

Conceptual Framework:

The Education Division’s Conceptual Framework is based upon a set of beliefs that flow from the University’s vision and mission statements, the Division’s vision and mission statements, and the core academic beliefs of Chaminade University.  These values and beliefs are based on the Catholic Marianist principles; a commitment to mentor teacher and educational leader candidates to their fullest potential; a commitment to teaching, scholarship and research; and a commitment to serve the university and the larger community. This alignment is designed to prepare education professionals who meet the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) standards for effective teaching by demonstrating professional dispositions and empathy, content knowledge, and the pedagogical/leadership skills to work effectively work with a diverse community of learners.

Marianist Values and Special Education

Teacher candidates in Chaminade’s educational programs are educated to appreciate and value diversity, to see all students as unique human beings. They learn that within a classroom community, there will be similarities and differences in learners, with and without exceptional learning needs. The experiences of individuals with exceptional learning needs can impact families, as well as the individual’s ability to learn, interact socially, and live as fulfilled contributing members of the community. Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.” Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect. Teacher candidates use their knowledge of instructional practices to create an inclusive community of learners. Successful students will then be able to enjoy and contribute to the life of the wider community.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper Published in 1999 by
Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton.







Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs):
Successful teacher candidates in Chaminade initial teacher licensure programs will demonstrate knowledge, skills, and dispositions in the following areas:

	PLO1
	Content Knowledge (Knowledge of subject matter)

	PLO2
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice (Knowledge of how students develop and learn, and engagement of students in developmentally appropriate experiences that support learning)

	PLO3
	Pedagogical Content Knowledge (Knowledge of how to teach subject matter to students and application of a variety of instructional strategies that are rigorous, differentiated, focused on the active involvement of the learner)

	PLO4
	Educational Technology (Knowledge of and application of appropriate technology for student learning)

	PLO5
	Assessment for Learning (Knowledge of and use of appropriate assessment strategies that enhance the knowledge of learners and their responsibility for their own learning)

	PLO6
	Diversity (Skills for adapting learning activities for individual differences and the needs of diverse learners and for maintaining safe positive, caring, and inclusive learning environments)

	PLO7
	Focus on Student Learning (Skills in the planning and design of meaningful learning activities that support and have positive impact on student learning based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, curriculum standards, and integration of appropriate technology)

	PLO8
	Professional & Ethical Dispositions and Communication (Professional dispositions, professionalism in teaching, and ethical standards of conduct consistent with Marianist values, and positive and constructive relationships with parents, the school community and professional colleagues)



ED 665 Course Learning Objectives:  
At the end of this course, the students will:
	CLO 1

	Demonstrate competency in content knowledge and evidence-based strategies in teaching exceptional learners.

	CLO 2

	Analyze student present levels of learning and behaviors in order to plan activities so students acquire concepts.

	CLO 3
	Research and write a report on instructional and assistive technologies that would benefit students in gaining concepts and skills.

	CLO 4
	 Write an Individualized Educational Plan for a student with identified disabilities.

	CLO 5
	Adapt traditional lesson plans and plan for supplementary aids and accommodations as to make instruction appropriate for diverse learners.



Linkages between Course Learning Objectives (CLOs) and Program Learning Objectives
	
	PLO 1
	PLO 2
	PLO 3
	PLO 4
	PLO 5
	PLO 6
	PLO 7
	PLO 8

	CLO 1
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	CLO 2
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	CLO 3
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	

	CLO 4
	
	
	x
	
	
	X
	
	

	CLO 5
	
	
	x
	
	
	X
	
	



Essential Questions Addressed in This Course
	
	Related CLOs
	Related PLOs

	How do exceptional learners with differing abilities and learning styles acquire educational and functional concepts and skills?
	
2, 4, 5
	
1, 6, 3

	How can teachers identify present levels of learning in students with differing disabilities and plan appropriate programming?
	
2, 3
	
2, 5

	What are the instructional and assistive technologies and/or supplementary aids (games, computer programs, etc.) that help exceptional students acquire educational concepts and /or skills? 
	
1, 3, 4, 5

	
6, 4




Key Teaching-Learning Strategies
This is an online course. The learning strategies include:
Online assignments
Participation with online peers 
Individual research
Understanding implications of Special Education Law
Individual Education Programming (IEP)

Course Requirements
	Assignment
	Pts
	Assignment Description
	Due Date

	Signature 
Assignment:
Writing an Individualized Educational Program (IEP)
	20
	Providing your own scenario of a student with disabilities, the student’s test scores, and strengths and needs of the student, create an Individual Education Program as mandated by the Hawaii DOE. You will need to describe present levels of the student (strengths and needs), transition services, state standards, proposed goals and objectives, services offered and classroom accommodations, Extended School Year services (if needed), statewide testing accommodations, and least restrictive environment descriptions. The document should address diverse learner needs and have multiple ways to present material, engage the student and assess. There is an example IEP in DocSharing. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox and to LiveText. 
	End of week 10

	Weekly Threaded  Discussions
	100 (10 points per week)
	 Week 1 is to be personal Introductions. The rest of the threaded discussion questions will be assigned from your readings in the text book. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Responses to 3 of your peers are required. Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
	Ongoing starting with Week 1
NO READINGS FROM TEXT WEEK ONE.

	Educating Students With Disabilities in General Education Classrooms
	10
	Read and respond to a research article regarding Inclusion practices in special education. Pick out 5 key points in the online article to discuss in a 3 page double spaced paper. Examine your own experience in the past as related to this topic. Give any insights you have learned from the reading.  To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 1

	Instruction and Assistive Technology Report 
	10
	Research instructional and assistive technologies (games, computer programs, web-based sites, school subscriptions, etc.) that help exceptional students acquire academic concepts and /or skills. A list of 4-5 items with a short descriptive paragraph of the uses and benefits of each item will suffice.  Provide an example of how you might use them in your classroom. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 2

	Understanding Special Education Law: 7 Important Cases
	10
	Read and reflect on the implications of landmark decisions made by court law which affect how special education services have evolved. A three page reflection is to be written. The rubric in DocSharing should be referred to before writing the paper. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 3

	FBA (Functional Behavioral Assessments) 
And
BSP (Behavioral Support Plan) #1

	10
	You will be given a student scenario of inappropriate behaviors in which need to be extinguished and replaced with more functional and appropriate actions. (The different week scenarios can be found in DocShare). Using the FBA/BSP templates (from Portland Public Schools as found in DocShare again) write plans which show research-based prevention, teaching, reinforcement and extinction strategies. Cite at least 2 references.  To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 4 

	A Parents’ Guide to Partnership in Special Education
	10
	A 2-part assignment: (1) Given some special education vocabulary phrases, use the words to create sentences to show understanding of the words. Sentences will be scored on understanding of usage and APA format. (2) Write a 2-page reflection of how YOU can make the parents feel part of the IEP team.  The same Reflection Rubric from Week 3 will be used to score the paper. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 5

	Adapted Lesson Plan

	10
	Using a traditional lesson from a Common Core course, you will adapt it to fit the needs for exceptional learners. Make sure to describe the needs of the student(s) so as to “match” the adaptations to the needs.  Include specific research based strategies that are designed to build the focus learners’ maintenance, generalization, and/or more independent performance of the task(s).The University lesson plan, the textbook lesson plan, or personal lesson plan format may be used.  To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 6

	Five Ways to Facilitate the Teacher Assistant’s Work in
the Classroom 
by Ruthanne Tobin
	10
	A teacher and a teacher assistant, working together in an inclusive grade-six classroom, provided an invaluable insider perspective on the kind of context that leads to effective support for all students. Findings from this case study revealed five ways in which the teacher could facilitate the work of the teacher assistant. Read the article (found in DocShare) and identify the five supports and discuss the important points of each. . Give any insights you have learned from the reading.  To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 7

	FBA (Functional Behavioral Assessments) 
And
BSP (Behavioral Support Plan)
#2
	10
	You will be given student scenarios of inappropriate behaviors in which need to be extinguished and replaced with more functional and appropriate actions. (The different week scenarios can be found in DocShare). Using the FBA/BSP templates (from Portland Public Schools as found in DocShare again) write plans which show research-based prevention, teaching, reinforcement and extinction strategies. Cite at least 2 references. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 8

	Teaching Self-Advocacy Skills to Students with Disabilities
	10
	Write a 2-page reflection of how YOU can make a difference in a student in the classroom with a certain disability. Be sure to use research-based strategies. The same Reflection Rubric from Week 3 and 5 will be used to score the paper. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.
	Week 9



Assessment:
Your performance in this course will be assessed on the following: 
Attendance/Participation:  Full points will be awarded to those who turn in assignments on time, and who participate with enthusiasm, flexibility and respect, in discussions and activities.
Weekly Discussions and Dropbox Assignments:  Answers to the question related to the reading should be posted by the dates stated above. Full points will be awarded to papers that are submitted on time, are thorough in their responses, have a reflective section, and written to graduate standards of writing. These will be assigned from your readings. Answers should be based on content from the texts (citations included). Papers should be double-spaced and the appropriate length for each assignment.  
Signature Assignment:
To document candidates’ progress toward the mastery of the requisite knowledge, skills and dispositions for teacher licensure, all required courses have a signature assignment. Signature assignments are assessed via a rubric linked to the relevant program learning outcome(s). All signature assignments must be submitted on LiveText, where candidates may view their assessment results and any comments from the instructor. The signature assignment for this course is:
· Writing an Individual Educational Program (IEP)

Grading Scale:
A:  190-210		B:  180-189		C:  170 – 179
Anything under 170 points is not a passing grade and the class will have to be re-taken.
All written course assignments must follow American Psychological Association (APA) standards for writing student papers (See chapter six of APA manual). 


WEEK 1 
*Week 1 Required Reading from Text:
THERE WILL BE NO DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FROM THE TEXT THIS WEEK SO THAT EVERYONE HAS TIME TO PROCURE THE REQUIRED TEXT BOOK.
*Week 1 Threaded Discussion Question:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. Introduce yourself in paragraph or two. Give the instructor an insight to what type of learner you are. Where are you coming from and where are you going? What are the reasons you are thinking about going into the career of teaching special learners?
*Week 1 Written Assignment: 
Educating Students with Disabilities in General Education Classrooms: 
A Summary of the Research
Copy and paste the following URL into your browser and go to this article. Read the article paying special attention to the text inserts in blue (great examples of good teaching). 
http://bsnpta.org/user/Inclusion_Research_Summary.pdf
After reading the article, pick out 5 key points to discuss in a 3 page double spaced (minimum) paper. Examine your own experience in the past as related to this topic. Give any insights your have learned from the reading. Please use APA format. Your paper will be graded using the Week 1 Writing Rubric

WEEK 2
*Week 2 Required Reading from Text: Chapters 1 and 2 (pages 1-18)
*Week 2 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. All of you have been to school and most likely have both good and bad memories of good and bad teaching practices. Research-based practices do not necessarily constitute good teaching but represent one important component of effective instruction (B.G. Cook & M. Tankersley, 2013). What kinds of effective instruction and ineffective instruction have you encountered in you schooling experiences?
2. What strategies of Activity Based Instruction and Embedded Instruction or Milieu teaching have you seen used with young children? Share examples or a story of an occasion where you have seen this used. 

*Week 2 Written Assignment: 
Instruction and Assistive Technology Report:
Research instructional and assistive technologies (games, computer programs, web-based sites, school subscriptions, etc.) that help exceptional students acquire academic concepts and /or skills. A list of 4-5 items with a short descriptive paragraph of the uses and benefits of each item will suffice.  Provide an example of how you might use them in your classroom. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.


WEEK 3
*Week 3 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 3 (pages 19-29)
*Week 3 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. Mnemonic strategies are intended to be useful because they build on familiarity or meaningfulness (Underwood & Shultz, 1960). These strategies have been used for many years. What are some of the mnemonic devices you have used to help you remember? Or how have you invented mnemonic strategies to help others remember?
2. Explain how you might use “fact sheets” in a classroom. What subject…grade level…type of classroom…

*Week 3 Written Assignment: 
Understanding Special Education Law: 7 Important Cases
The Special Education Advocacy and Law Firm of Thomas S. Nelson has written a short synopsis of significant cases that have formed Special Education IEP law practices. As stated on the website, the law firm is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of the materials linked to the website. However, the cases listed on this website are accurate representations of how special education IEP law has evolved over the years. The Legal authority used on the site is based upon Federal and California law. The state of Hawaii is also based upon Federal law and Hawaii state laws follow the same authority.
Please copy and paste the following URL into the address bar. Read the article and reflect on the 7 different cases. The reflection paper should be a minimum of 3 pages double spaced in APA format. The Reflection Paper Rubric (found in DocShare) will be used to assess your paper. The paper should be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox. 
http://www.specialedlaw.us/education/important-cases.php

WEEK 4
*Week 4 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 7 (pages73-85)
*Week 4 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. You want to set up a Peer-Mediated Intervention program for your Autistic students. What kind of students (peers of the students with disabilities) would you recruit to be peer mediators and how would you go about setting up the program?
2. List the 5 steps of  a Function Based Approach to Problem Behavior and describe the most important aspects of each step that people need to be aware of. 
*Week 4 Written Assignment: 
FBA (Functional Behavioral Assessments) and BSP (Behavioral Support Plan) #1

You will be given a student scenario of inappropriate behaviors in which need to be extinguished and replaced with more functional and appropriate actions. (The different week scenarios can be found in DocShare). Using the FBA/BSP templates (from Portland Public Schools as found in DocShare again) write plans which show research-based prevention, teaching, reinforcement and extinction strategies. Cite at least 2 references. The FBA/BSP Rubric (DocShare) will be used to assess your plan. Please look at the rubric before writing your plan. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.

WEEK 5
*Week 5 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 5 (pages 44-60)
*Week 5 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. In consideration of  “What Are Good Practices?” (pg 51), what top three approaches would you be willing to try to increase ELL struggling readers to succeed and grow?
2. With publishing capabilities and the use of technology available in schools, how might you use “Intervention Concerned with Sociocultural Process of Literacy (pg 53) in your classroom?
*Week 5 Written Assignment: 
A Parents’ Guide to Partnership in Special Education
Developed by: The Special Education Advisory Council, The Special Parent Information Network & The Special Education Services Branch of the Department of Education (December, 2006)
This is a very reader friendly resource for explaining the parts of an IEP, writing an IEP, and how to include all participants of the IEP process. A Parent Guide to Partnership in Special Education is divided into sections that include the steps of the special education process and parent/student rights and responsibilities under the law. As you go through each section, look for words and acronyms that are in italics. You can find a definition for each of them in the last section, Words to Know. NOTE: The Guide has been recently updated to include the changes to special education required by regulations to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). When Hawaii revises our special education rules, known as Chapter 60, to be in accordance with IDEA 2004, the information in this Guide may change.
http://www.specialeducationadvisor.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Parents-Guide.pdf
*ASSIGNMENT: (2 parts) Copy and paste the above URL into your browser. Read the following sections of the article.
OVERVIEW OF SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW . . . . . Page 2
Part 1: There are 6 vocabulary words/phrases that are listed and very unique to the special education setting. Use each of the BOLDED vocabulary phrases and write your own sentences (6 sentences) that use the words correctly and show the instructor your understanding of each of these.
PROGRAM/IEP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 9-12
Part 2: The programming/IEP information given in this article should be very helpful to you in writing your final Signature Project paper. Be sure to include all the information as suggested in this article when writing the PLEP (Present levels of performance) and listing Accommodations. Write a reflection paper (minimum 2 pages double spaced) on how the school personnel (the special education teacher specifically….YOU!) can make the parents feel as part of the IEP team and have them working with you. 

WEEK 6
*Week 6 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 6 (pages 61-72
*Week 6 Threaded Discussion Questions:
1. Give three examples of how focused stimulation would be used in a preschool classroom. What kind of games or props might be effective and motivating to use with the children?
2. Go on the internet and find a story map or graphic organizer that you feel would be good to use for story structure instruction. Share the document with the class. Make sure to reference where you found the document.
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.

*Week 6 Written Assignment:
Adapted Lesson Plan

Using a traditional lesson from a Common Core subject, reading, writing or math (any grade level from one of these subjects), you will adapt it to fit the needs for exceptional learners. Common Core lesson plans can be found on the internet. Be sure to list the Common Core objective(s) and grade level focus. Make sure to describe the disability of the student(s) you are using so as to “match” the adaptations to the strengths and needs of the learner. Choose a disability that you would like to learn more about so that when you are in the classroom you will have the background information that has been researched. Include specific strategies that are research based and designed to build the focus learners’ maintenance, generalization, and/or more independent performance of the task(s). The University lesson plan, a textbook lesson plan, an internet plan, or personal lesson plan format may be used. You may use the Lesson Plan Template: Universal Design for Learning which is found in DocShare if you are not sure how to write a lesson plan. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox. Rubric for student grading can be found in Doc Sharing.

WEEK 7
*Week 7 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 4 (pages 30-43)
*Week 7 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. How would you task analyze so that you could teach an individual with a more severe intellectual disability to ride the public bus from home to school and back again? Would you use forward chaining? Backward chaining? Or total task presentation? Support your answer with research from the text.
2. Why do you think it might be important for parents and teachers to provide self-management instruction for individuals with severe disabilities?

*Week 7 Written Assignment: 
Five Ways to Facilitate the Teacher Assistant’s Work in the Classroom 
By Ruthanne Tobin

A teacher and a teacher assistant, working together in an inclusive grade-six classroom, provided an invaluable insider perspective on the kind of context that leads to effective support for all students. Findings from this case study revealed five ways in which the teacher could facilitate the work of the teacher assistant. Read the article as titled above (found in DocShare) and identify the five supports and discuss the important points of each. . Give any insights you have learned from the reading.  The paper should be a minimum of 3 double spaced pages. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.


WEEK 8
*Week 8 Required Reading from Text:
*Week 8 Threaded Discussion Questions:
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.
1. You are starting a new unit in Science. Choose 10 different words that you might teach to a student who has physical disabilities. You will be using The Nonverbal Reading Approach to pre-teach these subject related words. After choosing the 10 words, list appropriate diagnostic distractor arrays for each word that you might use in order to check for understanding.  
2. What do you see as the pros and cons of using speech recognition software in the classroom?
*Week 8 Written Assignment: 
FBA (Functional Behavioral Assessments) and BSP (Behavioral Support Plan) #2

You will be given a student scenario of inappropriate behaviors in which need to be extinguished and replaced with more functional and appropriate actions. (The different week scenarios can be found in DocShare). Using the FBA/BSP templates (from Portland Public Schools as found in DocShare again) write plans which show research-based prevention, teaching, reinforcement and extinction strategies. Cite at least 2 references. The FBA/BSP Rubric (DocShare) will be used to assess your plan. Please look at the rubric before writing your plan. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox.

WEEK 9
*Week 9 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 9 (pages 100-113)
*Week 9 Threaded Discussion Questions:
1. Additional information from http://seethesound.org/visual_phonics.html
Visual Phonics is a system of 46 unique hand cues and symbols that represent the sounds of English without the ambiguity of English orthography. Included are the sounds commonly referred to as vowels, consonants, diphthongs and digraphs. It is somewhat of a simplified, visual, kinesthetic version of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).
In English there is not a consistent one-to-one correspondence between the letters in a word and the sounds those letters supposedly represent. Consider the words "dough," "through," "thought," "tough." In each case the "ough" stands for a completely different sound. Many beginning readers have no real problem with these ambiguities, but for others the "untrustworthiness" of English spelling becomes a life long handicap. It's too confusing for them and they simply never learn to decode well. They spend years in "remedial work" and never get the chance to read really deep or interesting text; many get frustrated and bored and end up giving up on reading entirely.
Many Deaf and Hard of Hearing are integrated with their general education peers. What do you see as benefits to having all students (with and without disabilities) in a Kindergarten class being taught phonics using Visual Phonics?
2.  Using tangible symbols with students who are Deaf-Blind is only limited to the creativity of the teacher/parents and the experiences of the student. What might be some valuable communication vocabulary that might be useful and what tangible symbols might be used to represent the words or phrases. (Try and come up with at least 10).
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.

*Week 9 Written Assignment: 
Teaching Self-Advocacy Skills to Students with Disabilities
 Read an excerpt from A SURVEY OF HAWAII TEACHERS’ PERCEPTIONS OF PROMOTION OF SELF- ADVOCACY SKILLS IN SECONDARY STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. Different disabilities are described and research-based methods with which to promote self-advocacy skills for these types of students are listed. Since you will be choosing a disability category in which you will be writing an Individualized Education Program for next week, I would like you to read through the paper and decide which disability you will be focusing on for your IEP Signature Assignment. Please write a minimum of two double spaced pages on the disability you would feel that you would be most effective and successful working with and why you feel this way. Include research-based strategies that you think would be helpful in working with these students. The same Reflection Rubric will be used from Week 3 and 5 to assess your paper.  


WEEK 10
*Week 10 Required Reading from Text: Chapter 10 (pages 115-127)
*Week 10 Threaded Discussion Questions:
1. How might you set up community partnerships so as to enhance CBI opportunities for your students? 
2. What have been the most valuable learnings for you during this class? Share some “Ah-ha!” moments and take time to say good bye to your peers. 
Responses to all Discussion Questions are required as is a response to 3 of your peers’ reflections. Answers should be based on content from the text with a minimum of 2 citations included. This should be 1-2 double-spaced, page(s). Please post by Thursday at noon each week so that peers have time to read, enjoy, and respond! Late postings will result in loss of points.

*Week 10 Written Assignment: Signature Assignment 
Providing your own scenario of a student with disabilities, the student’s test scores, other evaluation results, and strengths and needs of the student, create an Individual Education Program as mandated by the Hawaii DOE. You will need to describe present levels of the student (strengths and needs), transition services, state standards, proposed goals and objectives, services offered and classroom accommodations, Extended School Year services (if needed), statewide testing accommodations, and least restrictive environment descriptions. The document should address diverse learner needs and have multiple ways to present material, engage the student and assess. There is an example IEP in DocSharing. To be submitted to the instructor’s Dropbox and to LiveText.
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